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| ye are my diſciples if ye love one another. * In 
theſe paſſages the principles of righteous con- 
duct are moſt warmly inc alcated .— Thus this > 
Doctrine of the Atonement of our fins by the 
death of Chriſt, when viewed in all different 
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far from being concluſive. Accordingly, be. ; 


fore the Goſpel threw light on this 1 important 

ſubject, the probability of a future ſtate was all 

that men of reflection admitted. Immortality _ 
. what they wiſhed than what they 
e hoped for. At the ſame time it appears to be / 
fact, that the multitude i in moſt' ages and. na- 

tions, without any enquiry or any diſtruſt, have 


| looked forward to a future ſtate. But this ex- +4 
« pectation Was rather of diſſervice to righteouſ- 
| neſs; becauſe their conceptions of the happineſs 
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; very particularind becauſe we are not firto | . i cg i 
receive it; but of ſuch a nature * w | dyes 5 | 1 
5 the ſtrongeſt inducement to ri „ 

” duct; for that happineſs is ſo def EE 

i | evidently to the native fruit of righ 8p „ 

|  teouſneſs, or, more properly ſpeaking, its utmoſt Fon 
7 perfection. It muſt inſpire the righteous 8 e a 7 

: with the greateſt j Joy andencouragement in hi „ 


ö holy courſe, that he can now ſtretch his views bn” 5 ; 
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| beyond t 


'- KB immortality. As it would throw the darkeft i 
gloom upon the ſoul, and give the ſtrongeſt NV 

check to our virtuous endeavours, fwethought 
that our hopes were to be cut off at death, and „ 

our progreſs in holineſs then to be ſtopped for 3 
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attraction. on righteouſneſs, to be pe uaded, 
that when all other things ſhall fail us, it 
| ſhall continue and increaſe for ever, and | 8 
5 our joys increaſe along with it. On the other 175 
hand, as ſome mens minds are of ſuch a 
nature, through indulgence j in vice, that mo- 5 
tives of this generous and noble kind can | 
have little effect on them, and nothing ſeems 
capable of bending them to their duty but 
the fear of puniſhment, the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel preſents one of ſo alarming a nature, 
and at the ſame time ſo juſt and proper, as 
5 muſt of all things touch them i in the moſt ſen- 
| fible manner, and turn them to the perform- : 
ance of their duty, if any thing will. In 
fine, the righteous ſhall be acquitted, honour- - 
ed and rewarded in the day of judgement, 7 
but the wicked ſhall be condemned and caſt : 
into unſpeakable miſery. —Thus does this 
doctrine concur with the other doctrines of : 
the goſpel, in em true rightcouſnes | 


among men. 
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ſuperſtition; it baniſhes anxious fear, and nou- =. 
riſhes hope in the human breaſt; it checks 0 "ooo | 
at once. the preſumption of fooliſh. and wie. 8 
ed men, and encourages the humble, the „ J 
nitent and ingenuous ; it animates the ſoul 5 5 YA 
with the love of God and goodneſs, ſoftens it 
into ſympathy and the tendereſt affection for: 
our neighbours; it fills us with abhorrence 5 = 
of vice, and the moſt ardent endeavours _ 
after inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; and, to ſum _ 8 : 
up all,---in the midſt of unavoidable diſcou- 3 
ragements, dangers, difficulties and afflictions : 
from the world, it bears the faithful Chriſtian, OS 55 ; 
: unbroken and unſeduced, through them all, to „ : k 
the end of his hopes, the on and fal- - „ 
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ſecure ſo i important an object. He is ſenſible 
that many things have a tendency to ſeduce 
him from his good purpoſe, and fit{ds it re- 
quiſite to review his conduct frequently, „ 
to compare it with the plan of righteouſneſs | 
which he has laid down to himſelf; that up- 
on diſcovering he has ne glected or deviated 
krom it, he may correct his errour, and redouble 
his attention to prevent his being again miſ⸗ 
led. It is this review of paſt conduct which 
the Pſalmiſt recommends in the text n. | 
mune with your 0Wwn. beart. FFT 
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our chief good, and the true character and 
conduct which we ought to maintain: And, | 
ſecondly ; ; It will moſt effectually direct and 
aſſiſt us in diſcovering our defects and vices, 
and in adjuſting our diſpoſitions and actions 
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maintain, and the neceſſity of ſuch a judge · 
ment: It is to be obſerved, that, as perfect 
| Goodneſs is the great original of which every 
good man's life is a copy, ſo we cannot judge 
of the reſemblance of the copy, without a juſt 
nal, any more than | 
we can judge of the exactneſs of any portrait, 
without. diſtinctly knowing the countenance 
it is deſigned to repreſent. We muſt there- 
fore know all the features of a right mind, ; 
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thoſe of our own mind bear a likeneſs to 
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comple tely happy, from the Almighty. It: 


will farther remind us that we are account ws; 


able to Him for the uſe we make of theſe i in 15 
eſtimable advantages, and that there is a rigt | 
. uſe 


* 8 


tis exerciſe we obtain the 
5 thoſe quaiter wich © communicate the gh. 


7 As _ NT 


5 
5 
FP 
"TH: 


Wy þ Aden to what be . to wks the will of 


"ILY 
28 
A. 


dhe world, may ſuggeſt to the contrary. By 


45 frequently comparing what is , and true, 
ad pure, and honeſt, and of god report, with 


avery other thing of a different nature, be is 
fatisfied of their ſuperior value, and reſolves 
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vices into. which we may be miſled. hy hu- 
man frailty, the force of temptation, or the 
deceitfulneſs of fin; and alſo of adjuſting 
thereby our diſpoſitions and actions to the 
right Judgement we have formed. This ef- 
fect of communing with our own ng 
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r, two kinds of things ought chiefly to be 
brought under our review: Fiſt, The vices 
and faults with which e our character may be 
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to adept 'that we have 0 
But what they preciſely are, we cannot know 
till we have carefully confidered out 
and compared them with the rule of 
ouſneſs preſcribed by the ty, and ap- 
proved by our own» minds. There is dou 
leſs a dif} tion in men to think r of 
themſelves than, upon careful examination, 
they will be fouhd to deſe rve. Nor is it ſur 
priſing that this ſnould be a common miſtake. 

To diſcover in ourſelves any blameable or baſe 
quality muſt leſſen us greatly; in our own. e- 
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en diſtinctly knowing it, are by no mean 


ſuſpicion hangs about them, that they are . not 
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| ent of our fellow :creatiaes. in the 
rid around us; and we are freq 


of 6 our ations. are N as we are 
hide from their obſervation, we have then 
ſon to think all ſuch actions vicious or im pros 
per, and ſhould examine them with the ut- 
moſt accuracy, that we may be convinced | 
the neceſſity of cc 
ed to be of that nature. Per 
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ance of evil doing, ſuggeſted ee ohr _ 
ſcience, but, whatever pain or ſhame it may | 
give us, muſt review. it with a firm and reſo- =} 
lute mind; that we may underſtand the de- 
gree of its unworthineſs, the cauſes which in- 8 
fluenced us to conſent to it, and every circum 
ſtance that can heighten our averſion; tit, | 
and'abhorrence of its turpitude. By obſerving 

| theſe rules we ſhall in a good deg ce obtain | 


; the end we aim at, the knowledge of gur- 
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or 2 beſt a very ge one; and it hun- 
17 of conſiderable moment to guard agaifiſt 
this laſt deception as we eee : 
muſt be allowed that, inftead of turning ther 
attention to the important object of gen Liring 
true virtue, many men are chiefly oncerned 
to gain the mere reputation of virtue: And ; | 
when they do gain it, they not only reft fatifl. Y 
fied with it, but this favourable opinion of. 
the world, reflected back upon their o²•m 
minds, eftabliſhes in them the imaging ion 
that they are really virtuous. Thus theh 
ſelf-deceit becomes more fixed and ri tied 
in them, and harder to be cured. Hence 121 
obvious neceſſity, of frequently queſtioning 
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determination of mind to act on all 06%; 10 | 
accor ing to what is right; to give «nd p pe 0 
to every man what he has an undoub 1 nd 
real claim to; and all this without partiality. 
and without heſitation; and fo deva, . ; 
queſtion himſelf, and enquire into the truth- : 
of his pretenſion to juſtice, in ſome ſuch man- 
ner as the following. In my tranſactibus 
« with mankind, have I been equally juſt to 
« perſons of all different ranks and characs. 
« ters?. fince. juſtice does not and ought not, 
« like kindneſs or generoſity, to make anf, 
« diſtinction betwixt the good and the b us: 
the deſerving and the undeſerving. Have 
br 1 never taken any advantage of the 18800 
« rant and inattentive, to promote my own | 
. << intereſt at their expence? but done equ q ua ual 
« « right tothe inadvertent as to the. Cautious, 
to the ignorant as to the IK illful? for true, 
« juſtice 3 1s the guardian of the ſimple. Have 
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in order to become ſuch. 80 that in every 
view, communing with our own heart eoncern- | 


ing our real character, is a neceſſary and 


profitable exerciſe: And ſurely if it be re- 
quiſite in aſcertaining our claim to ſo plain 
a virtue as juſtice, it muſt be particularly ns 

to enable us to judge of our claim to charity, 
or any virtue of a ſimilar nature, the extent 
and limits of which cannot be ſo preciſely de- 
termined. It is in judging of virtues of this 
kind that ſelf-deceit, has the moſt favourable 


opportunity of exerting its influence; "and 


for this reaſon they ought to be ſcruti 


with the greateſt care. _ . 4 iq 


As charity i is founded upon ſympathy and 
real affection to mankind, and conſiſts particii- 
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to give all poſſible relief to both, it is by this 
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iſh ends. A vain man too is frequently 
a charitable man, on account of 
to which he is prompted by the defire of h 


praiſe which he ſees is commonly beltowea 
on charitable deeds. Hence he flatters h 


that he is a man of true generoſity, while 
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his heart in reality is cold, a ftranger to 
ſympathies of real kindneſs, and wholly at- 
tached to the gratification of his own vanity 
Such a perſon, upon ſearching into the m 
tives of thoſe actions which appear to be, 1 

are not, ofa charitable nature, muſt 
that, inſtead of a direct deſire of 
che * of a liberal mind, they are only" 
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virtui of en which! — 
niterfeited- by diſpoſitions of a very 
— by ambition n ity 
and even by avarice itself, Nay, 
ſtition, or falſe religi ume S the 
appearance of charity, eine in its own 
nature, perfectly hoſtile to it. A man of a 
vicious mind, rouſed to a ſenſe of his oyn de- 
pravity and paſt wickedneſs, unavoidably lo 
forward to that puniſhment whichhe deſerves; 
: and the idea of it continually warmen! 
In this ſituation he anxiouſly looks. bout 
for relief, and tries every method of obtain: 
ing it, except the true one, repentance and 
re formation. He Wan recourſe to prayers, to 
faſting; to great ſtrictneſs in the externals o = 
religion; and often to giving of alms, | 
beſtowing his goods to feed the poor. 1. ˖ 
wiſhes to intereſt theſe in his favour, and to 
obtain the benefit of their prayers in bis be- WW : 
half; vainly fancying that, through their in- = t 
en and hisown * — of = 5; 
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on the hatred they bear to ſuch as they judge 
enemies to G God; not the vicious, the unjuſt 
d thi 4 but thoſe who differ from 
them in opinion reſpecting matters of reli. 
gion? Theſe they prepoſterouſly' judge to 
be enemies of God, and the objects of Divine 
indignation. Hence, with a ſavage kind of joy | 
"they are ready to doom ſuch perſons to end- 
leſs miſery, and think that this is the true ſer. 
vice of God. In more unhappy and leſs en- 
lightened ages of the world, this miſtaken 
piety has produced effects more diſmal, more 
diſgraceful and deſtructive, than any other 


caufe. Thanks be to God, that 3 in this re- 
| ſped 
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ſpeck a at leaſt, the minds of men are now bet- 


ceiving ourſelves in the judgements we form, 


ter informed, and their hearts better diſpo- 
ſed —But from what has been ſaid, it ap- 
pears that there are ſtill many cauſes of de- 


and the notions we entertain of our virtue 
and piety; and therefore our pretenſions 
ought to be often ſeriouſly and 
ly reviewed, that we may not in particular | 
be miſted through ſelf· partiality. This is 
the purpoſe of communing with our own 
heart. And hence the great importance — 
of ſelf:ktiowledge,—a knowledge which is in- =—_ 
deed of difficult” attainment ; but if it be at- _— 


taitikbls at all, it is unreaſonable to talk cc f 
difficulties, ſeeing it is of the greateſt uſe, nay 


abſolutely neceſſary ;—for without knowing 
ourſelves, we cannot correct ourerrours, or bee 
come wiſe or good or happy. q. 
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E is no ſubject of meditation, more s E N N.. 
proper for us, conſidered as men or 
as Ch ſtians, or more agreeable and engag- 
ing than that of the Goodneſs of God, the 
ſource of all the benefits we enjoy. If we 
conſider the pleaſure rhich the mere contem- 
plation of it muſt afford to the 


0 


r 


8 an wes 
3 


AAA — •—˙⅛7r ET EE. RES 


Mae 


„ 


mir 


« 


„%% 
8ER M. fl cheerfulneſs and joy which. its cont i 
: A ned exertion. tends to promote.;. or the con- 
fidence reſpecting futurity, ene au paſo 
erienct of it inſpires ; ot t. 
encouragement, which it gives in \ciroum- : 
ſtances of danger. difficulty and diſtreſs,; or 


the devout, the grateful and virtuous denti⸗ 
ments and reſolutions which it excites in the 
| ſoul any one of theſe bleſſed effects, more 


. all | of them united, Ak APPEAR) 2 


Sec and moſt argen e 95 1 
ſubject but chiefly, the laſt, mentioned. ef- 
fect, namely its influence i in forming the 5 8 
to virtue, diſpoſing it to pleaſe Jod and 
prove itſelf to that great Being. who is —_ 
to all, and whoſe tender , mercy never f leth, 
Ts This was preciſely the temper | of the Plal- 
miſt, eſtabliſhed ; in hi im by his meditationg on 
the Divine goodneſs. ; A ſpecimen. of theſe | 
meditations } he exhibits i in this pſalm. ... 
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Hr beuge I will tate 725 5 of "ſalvation 
ns upo vii the mh nithie WW" 6rd. I will of. 
ice "of thanksgiv- 
7 will 3 ee to the Lord in the pre. 
ſenct e all bis" people Till walk before Him 
in the land of the lrving.. When the Pſalmift 
aſks in the warmth of his heart : What Hall 
Treuer ib tb Lord for all bir beniefies ? it is 
i being at a loſs'i in what manner he 
ſhould expreſs his gratitude to God; it is we 
natural and ſpontaneous exclamation ' of a 
heart, warm with a ſenſe of God's goodneſs, 
and eager to declare it; and accordingly. 
| without a moment's heftation, he ſubjoins his 
reſolution to obſerve ſuch conduct as is the 
moſt proper fruit of true gratitude,” What 
ſhall T render to the Lord ? IT will praiſe Him, 
I will pay my vol to tes, x and walk before 
Him In the land 1 the e ling. 25 
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* Wuær is propoſe: e 
wv words, is is; Fig, To offer fore thoughts on 
ſuch of God 8 benefits as are of a nature fa . 
lar ag hy rip the Wee of the 


and. t to hot the, culture of. a ke temper 
in curfllves. - Ct AS th 115 
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L W G to o offer fore thoughts 8 ay | 

; f of God's benefits as are of a nature fimilar to 5 
what occupied the attention of the Pfalmift f i 

= enumerate the FRO AY of. Cod t to 1 5 5 

creatures, which are more. in number. than 

© the ſand upon the ſhore, is impoſſible; to un. 

dertake it were the ſame as if one mould un- 

l dertake to give a full deſeription of the 5 

world and of all its parts,. —all rich with the 

bounty. of God. To undertake the enumera- 

tion of the benefits of God to the human race 


alone, thoſe benefits which are common to al 


1 7 


23; 10 "DP eich 
as 1 were the 


an accurate d Aalst ee nature . 
a full account of the cireumſtances of this 
world adapted to the improvement and hap — 
pineſs of our being; Aa taſk for which we ac 
knowledge ourſelves. by no means qualified. 
What i is meant at preſent i is to confine our at- 
tention to Tuch a a view of the goodneſs of God, 
and the benefits He hath beſtowed on men, as | 
occupied the Pſalmiſt's mind, and which he 
thus expreſſes: 55 war brought low and the | 
Lord helped : me ; s He delivered my foul from 
death, | mine e eyes from tears and my feet from 
Jalling. Such a view of the Divine goodneſs, N 
(the ſolemn work for which we are now aſ- 
ſembled) the grace of God in the Goſpel 
will readily ſuggeſt to the mind of every one. 
| No words indeed can more emphatically ex- 
preſs the ſtate of mankind, in conſequence of 
their apoſtacy from God, than what the Pſal- 
miſt here uſes. They were brought ver very low. 
They fell from an exalted ſtate of honour and 
happineſs, to the e dihoncur and miſe- 
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LY of the effects of 10 diſpleafure; ky 


| from the elevating hope of everlaſting Felicity; | 


Pain. 3 


to the diſmal proſpect of unutterable pa 
The ſorrows F. death compaſſed them, the 15 . 
of hell gat hold upon them *, grief and ſhame 
oppreſſed them. 8 Their hearts, which happi. - 


Iy at firſt knew not evil, became tos deeply 


1 "thi A1. 5 


acquainted with it; they felt i it wit 


ſelves; ſelf-reproach and condemnation füc- 


oeeded to their former peace and ſelf. ap- 5 


; probation; ; and the original ſtrength” and vi. 


gour of their minds gave place to ſuch languor 
and feebleneſs as rendered them an eaſy prey . 
to every foe. Hence the univerſal depravity of 
mankind ; and thoſe thick clouds of darkiief 


which involved all nations. So yery Tow 
were men brought! | das boy iH'9 97 | 
In this ſituation, from whence. was f Mt b 
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been the Author of all thai kappinet, and r 
they made Him the object of their baſeſt in= 
gratitude, | 80 far from having reaſon to „ 
expect r re i ef and afliſtance from Him, they ä 
could not aſk it of Him. And if none was to „ = 
be hoped from God, they ſurely could not ex- 5 5 3 
pe it from any of his creatures, who are en. 
tirely at his diſpoſal; nor indeed were theſe „ 
able; to ) afford it 80 deſperate and hopeleſs * 
Was the condition of men! But God had = 
mercy on them. He, from whom they had 1 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon to apprehend the ſevereſtt = 
"2 puniſhment, ſtretched forth his merciful m__- = 
for their relief. He baniſhed thoſe fears which _— 
conſcious guilt had excited; and He encous 
raged men to hope for the return of his fa- 
your. He has invited us to lift up our faces 

to Him, and lay our wants before Him. With 1 

the moſt compaſſionate attenti ion, He heard 

the « ery of the miſerable, and ſent his own 

f eternal 
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terna 7" to be our Deliyerer. 
our belp upon the CHAN al All-fufh | 
whom He ſent in his great name, . to. bleſs 
us. with the offer of his mercy tb pardon 5 
our fins upon repentance, and of the af- 
ſiſtance of his Spirit to ſupply the defect of 
our ſtrength. This great Saviour He appoint- 
ed as a Light to enlighten. our dark world, 5 
and to guide our feet in the path of truth and 
righteouſneſs; promiſing likewiſe to confer 
on us the bleſſing, even life for ever more. 80 
effectually has God delivered our Souls from 
death, our eyes from tears and our feet ra „ 
Falling. How gracious O God, are thy oh 
« ways to men! How excellent is thy. name in 
© all the earth! how particularly admirable 
« is thy Grace to us ſinners !' As without the 
_ « interpoſition of thy power, the world myſt 
fall; ſo without the manifeſtatior of thy 
« mercy, men muſt have periſhed. With 
Fg * gratitude we acknowledge, that to the 
 « exalted and perfect goodneſs of thy Nature 
ws our Redemption is . Not to us 
Th 7 | {1064 8 | 
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demption, and to give us a 


importance, let us attend 25 the following 


—1 They are altogether; free _ i. 
ed They are without partiality.— They 
are productive of the happieſt effects. 
eren —In the ſtrid 
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5 ven the moſt pe tet who never loſt their 
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primitive integrity. The foundation of me- 


1 rit betwixt man and man is the obligation a- 
from former acts of kindneſs and 
Hence one man is ſaid to deſerys 


of another, on account; of paſt 
favours which, in equity, ought to be return- 


| ed. But ſuch obligations evidently can have 


| not profit, as one man may profit anot 
No perſon therefore can have any claim up- 
on 
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A wot no, 
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ed; an honeſt man in t 
. man of capacity, and of a diſpofition to 


dicted his great deſigns. Nothing can de 


is. Maker. Inv a more genera 

mon ſenſe of merit we ſay,.— generous ma 
deſerves to be loved; a juſt hn to be truſt= | 
ſtreſs to be/relieved ; 


improve acts of favour to valuable purpoſes, | 


deſerves to'be encouraged. In this ſenſe of 


merit, if mankind. had retained their origi- 


nal 1 innocence and fidelity to God, no doubt 


they would have deſerved continued protec- 
tion, affiſtance and encouragement; that i is, 
God would have regarded them as proper ob- : 
jects of theſe benefits, and they might, with 
abſolute confidence, have relied on the grow- Tz 
ing favour of the Almighty. But even in this 
laſt ſenſe of the word, mankind, in their de- ; 
praved ſtate, could have no claim at all for fa- 


your. Far from improving God's former actsof 


goodneſs and anſwering the purpoſes of their 
Maker, they abuſed his fayour and contra 


more oppoſite to deſerving well than ingrati- 
tude, of which men were S in a N 1 
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knew! our weakneſs, and would not exerciſe ſe. 
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verity ; but as far as! the eg is from the weſt, . 


ſo far h ath he removed our tranſere 
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men. and o far exalted above any notion we 
could have formed of it! His ways are far 
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above e our ways, and | his thoughts aboye our 
— Here, Aid = WAY. 1 we cannot omit. _ 

* el enlarges 
and ennobles our "conceptions of the 5 


Nature. To us, evil and unthankful as we 
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thoughts. 
obſerving how 
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are, God's benefits do extend, and are Ng 


C 


ly diſtributed ; and we are called to hope for , 


fill greater bleſſings, if we carefully i improve 


* 


thoſe already in our poſſeſſion. n! 


2. The benefits of redemption are altoge- 
| ind un N ined. They are not _ 


the effect of force or neceſſity of any | kind. 
Who can ſay unto G d, what doeft thou 3 
Vor. II. 777 
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men | 


truly perfect is the love of God to | 
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gs What but Won choice can 1 Him aa 1 


Pp | 


in any particular manner? What 
guide his abmighty arm? Could weak 
force his Maker to ſave him? Could any nf 
his own creatuxes ſay to Him v with autho- | 
kity, This muſt be done? Or, ſhall we uſe a 
language that has no meaning, and maintain 
5 that neceſſity” obliged. our Maker to redeem 
us? What neceſſity can have place with 
the Author of all things? What could; He 
want from us to oblige Him to amend our 
condition, if he was not of Himfelf inclined to 
do it? Is it poffible to add to perfection? © 
can, the Creator require afliſtance from the 
works of his own hands? . Are not the ben p- | 
fits he. beſtows on us every way undeſetved 
by us? To what cauſe. then can we, aſeribe 
them, but to his own beneficent Nature fres· | 
ly exerting itſelf for our Ivy: 9 Fu 
46 good pleaſure alone, O Goc! 4 7 m0 
% are, and Were created ;_ PE Har 0 m 
4 « good, pleaſure only, men were | xedeemed;”. : 
win what force ſhould ede ang: 
dineſs 


partiality. This is indeed the character of 
all God's benefts. With: Cod, faith the 
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an equal and. wiſe hand, He diſtributes his fu- 


Divine goodneſs. On the contrary they 
‚ red, appear to be the 


„which the general welfare is beſt promoted. c "TJ 
very condition affords opportunity for acting | 2 
v Wl righteouſly, and thereby ſecuring the moſt e. Lo 
„ WW fntial part of true Happineſs ; and had we = 


„an eye to diſcern the connection between 
che character and condition of each indivi- = 
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Ct. this comfortable truth lays for r 
our entire reſignation to the diſpenſatio s of 
God's providence. Clouds and darkneſs ſur- 
round the Almighty, impenetrable by us; 
but juſtice, mercy and impartiality. are the 
foundation of his throne. Amongſt number. 

leſs things in the Divine government, which 
are beyond the reach of our com prehenſon | 
one is, The reaſon why our gracious God ſtall | 
-  withholds the knowledge of the Goſpel Pet's 
ſo many nations of mankind. | In vain ſhall | 
we try to diſcover the cauſe of this, or the 
preciſe manner in which the Almigh y 
will deal at laſt with ſuch multitudes. 
We know in general that. the Lord of all the 
_ earth will do what i is right; that wiſdom and 

goodneſs will be the unalterable rules of his 

| conduct; and that, in the diſtribution ol 
the 


B 


his ata} What a view. IR this We 
the Divine goodneſs! and how ſtrong an en⸗ 
couragement to our moſt unſuſpicious confi. 
dence in it? Were we to imagine that God 
was like many earthly princes, who are prone 
to adopt particular fayourites, and! ſuffer 
them to engroſs their friendſhip; and who are 
ever heapin g new benefits on theſe minions, 
while thouſands are totally neglected by 
them; how would this leſſen our reſpect for 
the Deity, and deſtroy the peace and ſecuri- 
ty of our minds? But thanks be to God, who 
has given us good ground for very oppoſite a 
conceptions of Him. A generous, enlarged 
and impartial goodneſs, ſuch as we know that 
of our heavenly Father to be, is the ſole ob- 
ject of veneration, love, gratitude, and unre- 
| 55 ſerved 


* Col. f. 2. 


F 


n 
A 


. reſpect of perſons; that his mercy in Chriſt/is 


| . conſolation which 


3 


* 


higheſt excellence. How great then is the 
the Goſpel affords; by 
ching us that God is good to all, without 


| offered to every real penitent in every. part 


of the world; and that his arms are ever open 
to receive them! Chriſt is the Saviour not only 


of the Jews but alſo of the Gentiles, in.which 
denomination all mankind are included. 
4. The benefits of redemption are Pal 
tive of the happieſt effects. Theſe appear 
partly in this world, and are partly reſerved for 
another. The immediate effects of them are 
hope, faith and charity; with that peace of mind 


_ which paſſeth underſtanding. The hope which 
the benefits of redemption inſpire, deliver | 


the ſoul from the fears and perplexing doubts 


incident to ſinful men, and ſupports it in all 


difficult and diſtreſsful ſituations. Every 


thinking perſon muſt be ſenſible, that the 
apprehenſions which are inſeparable from a 


conſciouſneſs 1 guilt, would entirely over- 
whelm 


— 


how often the foul woukl fink und 


bad. not eaten to hope Wal kis tepanthties 
ons would find a favoutable 
reception from the Almighty. Even ſuſpence 
and doubt on this ſubject muſt leave him mi- 
ſerable; for. nothing is more painful than a 
ſtate of anxious ſuſpetice about a matter of 
the laſt importance. It muſt be obvious alſo 
Ty the preſ- 


redemption, Which inſpire the mind: with” 
the moſt animating hope of God's favour, 
and of deliverance from all evil; —a hope 


which is conſtantly ſupported by a firm and 


lively, faith in the goodneſs and merey of 
God, This faith is the principle which ele- 
vates the. mind above all improper influence 


from, the world, and prevents ſuch connec- 


tion with. it, as enfeebles the ſoul. It ſtands - 
firm itſelf upon the evidence of God 8 love 
a > —— 


> 


3 to che foul benen e all pr ſent | 


| remptations and. trials of every kind ; T6 hs | 
 dering the heart ſtrong through Jeſus Chriſt. 


Along with, hope and faith, charity, com- 
prehending love to God and man, ig the. na- 


tural fruit of the benefits of redemption 5 and 


ſurely the ſoul of man cannot poſſeſs a bright . 
er ornament or more perfect bleſſing. What 
more noble or excellent than the exalted love of 
God? What more amiable than the unaffected 
love of our neighbour ? And what can make 
a man ſo. happy as the union of both? He 


who is conſcious of loving God, knows he is : 


beloved by Him. He who loves his neigh⸗ 


bour rejoices in the ſenſe of reſembling his 
heavenly Father, and of deſerving the love | 


of his fellow creatures. How real. and un 


mixed muſt be the happineſs of that man who 


has reaſon to be perſuaded that he is beloved 


by God, and by all worthy men who know. 


him beſt? Peace muſt poſſeſs the ſoul of that 6 
man 3—peace which the world cannot be- 
| ſtow, 
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of redemption! 


ſtant and ever Ire 
man, according to the teſtimony of ſcripture, 
is ſatisfied from within himſelf *; his happineſs 
depends not on what we call accident; that is, 
on circumſtances which we cannot foreſee, nor 
on the will of man; which are the preciſe 
conditions of all worldly felicity ; ; but on the 


will and goodneſs of God, which are ſubject 
to no change. And if ſuch bleſſed effects pro- 


ceed from the redeeming love of God in this 


ſtate; how much Happier muſt they be in 


heaven, where faith and hope ſhall terminate 
in perfect enjoyment? The preſent happineſs 
which is produced by the beneſits of redemp- 
tion, is N an earneſt and boretalle of that 

 Fomplets 


* Prov. xiv. 14. 


The happineſs which they. 
produce- is ſeated i inthe mind,—is ſolid, con- | 
reſent. Poſſeſſed of it, a good. 
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no 80. What thoughts beer we ches 0 
entertain of the goodneſs of God to men in 
beſtowing the benefits of redemption? What 
circumſtance eſſential to the moſt perfect 
goodneſs is found wanting? We were brought 
very low, and God helped us; forrowful and 
He wiped all tears from our eyes ; hopeleſs, and 
He encouraged us; ignorant and He enlight- 

ened us; weak and He ſtrengthened u us; 5 un 


e 5 


. and yet He ſaved us. 
But let us guard againſt miſtaking the 
goodneſs of God. He did not favour the | 
unworthy, and at the ſame time mein to ful. i 
fer them to continue ſo; ; far from it. He ex- 
preſſed his favour to them not only by j pro- 
claiming his mercy, but by calling them 
to virtue, and putting into their hands 
the means of acquiring it, and of becom. 
ing — for enjoying the perfect hap- 
pinels 


1 What it foal I render to the" Ls 
all his benefits ? I will take the cup of los | 
tion, and call upon the name of the L. 
pay my Vows unto the Os now in the 


Jan; of 1 his nina . Ty e 
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| II. W . to . and Waftrate 
the temper of mind with which the Pſalmiſt 


it's 
meditation on God's benefits inſpired him; 


and to enforce the culture of Aa Wy head 


in ourſelves. 


It has been e btbeved; ü the | 


| queſtion the Pſalmiſt puts to himſelf is no 


mark of ignorance, or doubt- in what manner 
he ſhould return the goodneſs of God; but 


is the natural and warm exclamation of a 
heart big with a ſenſe of the Divine goodneſs, 


and wholly devoted to his Maker. In ex- 


plaining this temper, I cannot obſerve any 
better method than what the reſolutions of 


the. ; Plant in e context fog ggef 
cauſe t. 
ings _—_ bin. 5 31 | on 

The firſt thing inte * . is 
ah 5 ee of his heart, with thankſgivi ng 
to celebrate the praiſe of God's n qT 


will take the cup of ſalvation, ſays he, and call 


upon the name of the Lord. This is a figurative 


+ _ , expreſſion borrowed from an eftabliſhed cuſ- 


tom obſerved by the Jews at performing their 
thank-offerings to God. At th e wonelufti 


thereof, the prieſt, with a cup in his hand, 
did ſolemnly in his own name, and in the name 


of the whole company, offer thankſgiving to 
God for his manifold mercies ; and called up- 
on Him graciouſly to accept of it. This ex- 


preſſion, then, amounts to the ſame thing 


with what he ſays in the ſeventeenth verſe: 
1 will offer the ſacrifice of thankſgiving to the 


Lord: And indeed this is the firſt indication of 

@ thankful mind: To celebrate the praiſe of 
its benefactor is its firſt and immediate impulſe. 
When our hearts have a due ſenſe of bene- 


fits we have received, our thoughts are chief: | 


1 . x x * 4 15 9 . . 5 
0 * $5. 4 : 4 - ” ; „ P 3 75 


them; and we cannot forbear acknow b 
loved it as We do. Hence | 
good men go up to the houſe © 5 
their delight in joining with their ir fellow-orea- e 
tures in calling upon the name 5 5 
ſounding forth his praiſe. r malice” 0 os 

| grateful man - has no room to admit a ; | : ” ; 5 BR 
thought on his on advantages derived fromm 


the benefits which he has received; but nis 5 5 
whole ſoul is engr the e 
tention, the condeſcenſion and generoſity of „ 


* 


the goodneſs that beſtowed them. | | 
| mark a'thankful and a ſelfiſh heart can beſt be 


diſtinguiſhed.” A ſelfiſn heart is too much o- 
copied with its own advantages, and the 
n nas got into its own -poſſeſſion, to beſtow | 
3 much attention 6n the goodneſs ok the Giver. — 9 — 
WH But the reverſe of this is the caſe with the 2... 


- W thankful foul The benefits which its poſſeſs © | 
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on holy ground, a te 


the Moſt High, where the tribute, —the W be | 


ling and chearful tribute of praiſe is uni- 
formly offered. Not thay che owner of fuch a 


heart is ſo ignorant as to fancy he can chart 5 


by profit his Maker, or lay any obligation on 
the Almighty, who can receive none. Su 
vain thoughts are far removed Som 


He never, like a fooliſh man, ſays to the Al- 


mighty: Have mercy on me O God! 


« ] will praiſe thee ;” —as if he ——_— g 
bribe his Creator, or make conditions with 


Him. His praiſe of God is the natural, ge- 
nuine and unavoidable effect of that admira- 
tion, love and gratitude, which fill his foul 15 
and theſe diſpoſitions communicate ſuch haps 
pineſs to him as rivets them fill deeper and 
deeper 


18, the more is a he diſpoſed to ſpat the whois 
tain of that happineſs. God, the Author of 
the great benefits of redemption, is in f * 
poſſeſſion of the thankful heart wand ome 
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a ſenſe. of the friendſhip  _ 1 9 


4 


hem, they determine to take 
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mind, that there are very fer 
to all ſenſe of goodneſs, as not to feel them | 
riſing in their hearts, nor ſincerely to enter in | 


to them, when cireumſtanc [EY 
tion to the benefits they have feceived. Ve. 
| ry few perſons there are WR on > 06cafions! 18 
as the preſent, when th 
tion are brought aregy ue? to. hi 


| moſt Oey at 1 time, erde al 


V Such! is e the ben er of every mint 
5 "Om pap of the ſingular goo | 


iour i inal a things. 0 wem end ro- 
te nee 


in their atten- 


thoughts, and ſet fully in their view, do not 


and that, not without very lively and palin | 
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concern for paſt ingratitude and for delayir 


theſe good purpoſes ſo long. But it is a ſub- 
ject of deep regret that numbers ſoon forget 
their vows; the fervour of their minds abates; 


3 
* : 7 : 


of e EO 


the impreten of the 


oF 


obſcured and then defaced ; their compun 
tion for p t miſconduct i is no more felt, and 


remembered. But herein conſ 
cellence 0 the ; Pfa 


s temper aud 


poſition, that n ol the ene of 


8 


his own mind, f. l 
| world. was apt to . en 
deceitfulneſs of the human paſſions, he makes 
it his fixed rule, frequent 3 


his memory the un 
By theſe means he cou 

the temptations of the world, and quickens 
his diligence to perform the vows hie has 
made to walk before the Lord i in the land the 
loing. Walking before the Lord is a happy and 
:mphatical expreſſion to ſignify the fixed at- 
ention a good man pays to his Maker in 
ll his actions. It not only implies his be- 
ef that God is ever preſent with him, 
ind beholds his whole behaviour; 3: but alſo 
Vor. II. e + 5 ma 
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z neſs is firſt” 


renew the vows he has made, and recal to 


| their. yows. .of better behaviour no longer 
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E i M. is Sie the idea of the Divine 


p 7 


= Fo ES preſent. to: his duces two : 
V important and bled effe aj to wit. the | 
pureſt joy in admiring and loy g the Divine 

Nature, and the moſt ardent deſire of pee. | 

bling what is ſo highly admired . For it is the | 

tendency of love and a to produce a 

reſemblance to their object. When the Pſalmiſt 

| therefore declares he will walk before the Lord, 

he announces the beſt temper and diſpoſition 

that can poſſeſs the ſoul of man. He diſco | 

vers a ſpirit entirely agreeable to God, enter 

ing thoroughly into his great views, and con. 

ſpiring with joy in promoting the ſame graci-] 

. ous end. the univerſal righteouſneſs and hap-} 
5 pineſs of mankind. Such a perſon has hs | 
mind enlarged to ſee into the wonders of! 

ET. | God's law; and for the ſame reaſon that be 
5 loves the Divine Nature, he loves the Divine 
fo laws alſo; the latter being an exact image ol! 
the former. He ſees clearly that the laws of 

God are all holy, juſt and 8 and neceſſ. 

3 N nh 


Find. ee Mr unalterabl 
| thc AO and unwt 


that alt men n Wow the ſame courſe. 


Hence his regret and concern when, at any | 
time; he falls ſhort of his virtuous purpoſe; 


and hence he is excited frequently to renew 


his reſolution to perform his vous to the nad - 


in the preſence of all bir peu. 
Such was the temper of the Pſalmiſt. Gra 


expreſſed in words, but not attended with 
F 2 care 


tude ſtrong and lively poſſeſſed his whole heart; 
It was not only his care but his pleaſure to praiſe 
and to obey God; and nothing ſurely can be 
more reaſonable and excellent than ſuch a 
diſpoſition. Shall we not therefore be excited 
to the moſt diligent ſtudy. of it in both its 
parts? They little know its nature, and feel 
little of its force, who ſeparate the praiſe of 
God from a habit of walking before God, The 
firſt cannot be ſincere and true, if not ac- 
companied with the laſt. The praiſe of God 
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_ care. — his will, is mere flattery, Ty no a. , 
Yu. yail in. itſelf, and altogether unaccept: ble to 
the Almighty. A flatterer amonaſt: men has 
no real reſpect or affection to. the perſon whom 
he flatters. His profeſſions of eſteem are falſe 
and deceitful, and the end he has in view ig 
mean and ſelfiſh. In like manner he who Hat- 
ters his Maker, by offering Him hollow praiſe 
is falſe and deceitful. He may poſſibly de- 
ceive himſelf; but whatever he thinks of 
himſelf, it is beyond all queſtion that there is | 
no real regard to God in his heart, while in 
his conduct he is diſobedient and unfaithful. | 
But let us who are better informed and diſ- | 
poſed, try to reſemble the Pſalmiſt, by join- | 
ing to the praiſe of God's goodnels, the moſt | 
virtuous purpoſes, and an habitual attention 
to walk before Hi im with a perfect beart i in the 
Land of the Os; 1 e 
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uths of religion, He 
made cls” of particular perſons, to whom | 
he communicated a clearer vie wof thoſe truths 
than the world in general was, at that time, 
able to bear. Theſe He kept always about 
his perſon, that no opportunity of inſtructing 
their minds might be loſt; and He took an 
early occaſion to acquaint them that He did 
not do this from any partiality to them, but 
in order to qualify them ſufficiently to per- 
form, after his departure, the office of his 
ſubſtitutes, for promoting, as He had done, 


the good of the world, by extending far and 


wide thoſe important truths which He had 10 


fully taught: And knowing how neceſſary 
was to their ſucceſs that they ſhould take the 
utmoſt care to make their conduct in all! re- 
| ſpedts conſiſtent with the purity of their doc- 
trine, He recommends this circumſtance to 
their particular attention. In this ſenſe we 
are to underſtand the 1 of TT. their | 


light 


pear by their good wort. 


* ? * 1 


light fine 1 men. Tuer. lig 


Our Saviour, by his lis tic n 


diſciples, did not mean to gratify their curio- | 


ſity, — far leſs to enable them to make a pa- 
rade of ſuperior knowledge, and attract the 


admiration of men. In inſtructing them He 
had neither his own glory nor that of his 
diſciples in view. His object was the happi- 
neſs of mankind, the deſtruction of wicked- 
neſs, and the advancement of piety and inte- 
grity in the world. He knew that his A- 


poſtles could make no progreſs in promoting 
this great end, unleſs their conduct corre- 
ſponded to their doctrine; He knew that an 
inconſiſtency. here would make the | 


67 


men conclude, either that the doctrines had 


no natural influence on practice, and there- 
fore did not deſerve their attention; or that 
the Apoſtles did not believe them, and were 
only acting a part for ſ 
of their own. In either caſe he foreſaw that 
| his great defign would be fruſtrated, that his 
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me intereſted purpoſes 
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octrine en be rejected, | ey at a. 
— COD would. remain in the practice of their vices. 
= He therefore enjoins his Apoſtles, and all fu- 
5 ture teachers of religion, to make the light of 
truth ſhine ſo clear in their behaviour, that men 
might; be convinced of the excellency of tbeir 

doctrine, praiſe God for ſo great a bleſſing, 

aand give it ſuch oredit and receive it with 

- ſuch affection as would make them feel its 

power and induce them to obey Him in all 

things, in imitation. of the nee ſet b 7. 

* by = their inſtructors. ' Db od OE ] MN a; 

'» But this. rule aun to ah [Apoſtles is 

not to be conſidered as meant for them and 

other teachers of the Goſpel alone; but for 

n all Chriſtians who profeſs to know and to re. 

gard the religion of Chriſt Jeſus. All cannot 

be teachers of the doctrines of that religion; 

but all may practiſe the virtues which it in- 

ſpires, and by ſo doing moſt effectually re- 

commend goodneſs and righteouſneſs to each 

other. As it is true that hypocrites and bad 

men not only deſtroy themſelves; but are the 

ö 1 | as. 


nence, or that his Wende GAE un fell r 
life gives oppor 
luencing ohe «by: erample; und we hole” 


ur 


be inducetl to do ſo by the authority of Chriſt,” 


by a concern for the ſucceſs: of religion, and 


zeal for the happineſs of mankind. For ſince 
the general character and happineſs of men ; 
behaviour of each individual, 
and the example they mutually exhibit to 
each other; from this circumſtance ariſes a 
ſtrong obligation to make the light of our 

knowledge ſhine forth in the rectitude of our 
actions: And as religion i is the only firm prin- 
cipte of virtue and good conduct, ſo much 
the more ſtrongly ought this obligation to be 

felt, and the more faithfully diſcharged by thoſe 
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who kinda! and love the t trut] or gi — 
which we have this day e to 1 in a 
moſt expreſſive manner. 
The force of this rule and this nter _ a- 
tion of it cannot be denied by any who ap- 
ply their thoughts ſeriouſly to this ſu * ect. 
But however plain this may appear, can we 
ſay that Chriſtians, or Chriſtian teachers, do 
generally obey our Saviour's injunction in is | 
ſenſe? The queſtion muſt affuredly be an. 
ſwered in the negatiye. I ſpeak not of thoſe | 
who, from habitual negligence and indiffe- 
rence, diſobey the laws of Chriſt, but of ſuch 
as think they have, or would be thought to 
have, a regard for religion, and to be enligh- 
tened by its truths. Among theſe, many fol- 
low methods of making their light ſhine very 
differently from what our . here . 
c « 
lt may be of uſe chats to examine ſms of 
| whuſe wrong or miſtaken methods; that we 
may be convinced they are wrong, b 
fore avoid them: And that we may form tlie 
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juſter FE ITY of them v we e ſhall try. them SER. 
by that excellent. oriterion, which our Saviour ew, 


furniſhes in the context; 3 and ſee whether 


they tend to encourage the diſpoſitions He 
there enumerates, and of which He wakes 


the Chriſtian HO! to C01 
5 Taz 600 _ 3 Lakes 1 P's our 
Saviour's rule, is making our light Hine in a 


manner ſimilar to that of the ancient Seribes 


and Phariſees. 1 


Theſe affected to ſpeak 1 SA and 1 | 
of religion, engaged frequently in acts of de- 


votion, and made long prayers with much 
ſeeming fervour. In every religious obſer- 
vance which came under the eyes of the mul- 
titude, they ſhewed the moſt ſcrupulous and 
minute exactneſs, in order to inſinuate the opi- 


nion, that they who were ſo exact in the ſmal- 


leſt matters, would be much more conſcien- 


tious in ſuch as were of greater importance. 
All this however we know they did for the 
ven PORE that, * cover of theſe ap- | 


pearances, 
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pearances, th 5 might, with the greater ey | 
rity and ſucceſs, gratify their predominant 


paſſions of pride,” ambition and avarice. All 


nominal Chriſtians who make the pretet 
of religion a cloak for any vice whatever, 
and the means-of deceiving men, are o Ee 
ranked with theſe hypocrites. _ 

But it is not my- preſent intention to em- 


| ploy your time in expoſing perſons 'of ſuch a- 


bandoned characters. perſons of ſuch mani- 
feſt and determined hypocriſy, Very little 
attention ſhews the perfect oppoſition of 


their conduct to that preſcribed by our Lord; 


and juſtly are they to be enrolled among his 
capital enemies. I ſhall therefore diſmiſs 
them with theſe reflections :— e HRT, 
1. That it is ſurprizing to foe mankind if 
a and ſo readily, impoſed on by ſuch pre- 
tenders; and that too, notwithſtanding re- 


peated diſcoveries of impoſture lurking under 
ſuch overſtrained profeſſions of ſanQity; 


—nay, notwithſtanding a general ſuſpicion 


of che hollowneſs of ſuch pretences. But it | 


would 


K 


would appear that men are, through mere hu- 
manity, back ward to apply ſuch ſuſpicions. to 


iv. | 


particular perſons, from a ſenſe of its implying > 
the height of impiety in any m. in, to allow 5 


ſelf thus to abuſe ſo ſacred a 


2. It may be obſerved farther; that tl hem | h 


is a circumſtance: connected with this facility 


of being impoſed upon by hypocritical pre- 


tences, which may appear ſtill more ſurpriſ⸗ | 


ing, becauſe it is unqueſtionably moſt unrea- 
ſonable. When any perſon's. hypocriſy. be- 


comes £ at laft ſo evident that all muſt ſee it, 


(and no man can act a double part Mo per- 
fectly, but ſooner or later he diſcovers what he | 

i) — when this, 1 fay, i 1s the caſe, we find that 5 
the intereſts of religion always ſuffer 3 in ſome Ve 
degree. Men, it ſhould ſeem, aſhamed and + 
exaſperated. at being impoſed on, and deſi- 
rous of vindicating themſelves from the im- | 
putation of weakneſs, are apt, in the blindneſs 925 
of their reſentment, to rail not only at the 


arts of the hy poerite, but at religion. itſelf, | 
” 'of 55 


1s ©: 
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of which, whatever he ee be bi 
* moſt e no b dare. But to 1 . 


- 4 7 : 
. * 251 
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II. That's are abs Ts in cutie cir- N 
cumſtances, may be thought to hieds ſome re- 
ſemblance to the hypocrites now mentioned, - 
but, at the ſame time, widely differ from 
them, becauſe, though miſtaken, they are fin- 
cere: I mean thoſe who are more concerned 
to propagate religious opinions than righteous 
practice. Theſe underftand in ſome degree the | 
truths of religion, and have ſome value for | 
them. They conſider themſelves as happy i in 
poſſeſſing them, and think that they are under 
obligations of perſuading others of their value. 
Hence they ſuppoſe it incumbent on them 
frequently to talk of religion; they lay hold 
on every opportunity of introducing it into 
converſation ;—nay, create opportunities of ſo _ 
doing. They moreover make conſcience of 


performing their devotions both private and 

public; they never engage in any religious 

act without being ſeriouſly affected. Afford 
. them 


— o far wall. 1 Bk chore axe; ſanie who 
go juſt fo far, and there ſtop ſhort ;—who ha- 
bitually conſider religion too much as a mat- 


ter of mere opinion or of rapturous contem- 
plation. As 11 it had been the ſole intention 
of the Goſpel to furniſh the world with a ſet of 


opinions, they ſatiafy themſelves. with com- 
gating theſe, and loſe fight of their practical 


uſe. There is certainly ſuch a thing as the 


mind's getting ſo ſtrong a bias to the firſt of 


_ theſe, as in a great meaſure to forget the o- 
ther; and men are ſometimes found who ho- 
neſtly, though very erroneouſly, think they 
are making their liebt Hine in a proper 


manner, while they thus buſy themſelves in 


merely recommending the doctrines of reli- 
gion; but at the ſame time leave their 


Ane uncorrected, and in many reſpects 


extremely 


« 
* ei, 


5 are not Been chargeable vi 
vices, ſuch as they themſelves muſt clearly 
fee. : Were this the cafe, there would not be 
room for that ſelf. deceit and miſtake of the 

own. character which always cleave to duch 
as I now ſpeak of. They will not ſv 
cauſe that would violently ſhock the ideas 
which have moſt occupied them. They wilt 


not neglect any act of religious worſhip; 


72 


| cauſe that is part of the method they uſe 1b 
make their lig ht ſhine before men. But though 7 
no evident and palpable vice, or omiſfion of 
this nature, diſgraces them, yet vice in various 


other ſhapes evidently beſets and ſubdues 
them, becauſe they are inattentive to OR 5 
it. While their minds are bent on contem- 


plating and promoting matters of opinion . 


only, they are continually expoſed to the i in- 


fluence of ordinary temptations, . their 
own paſſions and of the corrupt example f 
many around them. Theſe are never idle, but 


5 rene and ru inſinuating their in- 


fection 5 ; 


8 ar. "hed bf 
"ou? 9 


t 


ftrongly. attached to one particular ſet of ei- 
nions, and to thinkillof every per! 


from them. As the promoting of theſe op opinions 


then the beſt of all actions, they will 
be "_ to catch at every. method of doir 


without being nice in their choice; and * 


they raſhly allow themſelves to think ill of 
thoſe who differ from them, it will not. be 
thought ſtrange if they endeayour to deſtroy 
the opinions af theſe antagoniſts by detract- 
ing from their character? Accordingly, have 


not art, deceit and falſehood been often em- 


ployed by ſuch men, to advance what they 


ſanctified with the name of ut he cauſe of God? 
ls it not fact, that, on ſuch occaſions, theſe de- 


viations from truth and eandour and good affec- 


tions have been lightly thought of? Now., 
my miſtaken brother! put detraction, put falſe- 
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1155 and where is that Chriſtian temper ih our 


Saviour 10 clearly marks 55 Where is i tha £ tink : 


moral duties, which He ſo perempronily en. 
: joins? Where is that charity that. | 
evil, that rejoices not in rag. wh 
joices in the truth? © e e 
It is farther to be rind, bit waking 51 ach | 
miſtakenChriſtians, the man who thinksright, * 
that is, who thinks as they do, although faulty 
in practice, is deemed a better man than he 
who acts right, but who differs from them i in 
their particular mode of thinking. For all | 
theſe things are connected, and flow from the 
ſame ſource. With ſuch perverſion of the 
judgement, then, concerning right and wrong, 
is it to be expected that a man, inured to un- 
fair methods of advancing what he calls be the 
« cauſe of religion,” will be proof againſt: ſuch 
methods, when, by their means, he can at any 
time advance what he deems his own Inte- 
reſt in the ordinary intercourſe of life? In that 
5 55 % 


py effects on perſons of all diſpoſitions. There 
are different degrees of its baleful 1 
But when it happens to meet 
in any meaſure ſour, NR 
malevolent, will it not give f 
bad qualities? and 
himſelf a faint, into a devil? 


his ſubject would receive conſiderable | 
illuſtration from reflecting on its de lorable 


4 


influence upon whole nations, who, animated 
y 2 al, have ſometimes proved 
the greateſt ſcourges of the human race. — 


* 


I confine myſelf, at preſent, to its effects 0 x 
the conduct of men in their common inter- 


courſe with one another, to guard us againſt 
falling into the ſame fatal errours with thoſe 


8 


——— 
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III. Tuxxk are others WhO abuſe our Sa- 
viour's rule in the text, in a e manner. 5 


do not think it ſufficient to expreſs that regurd | 

in words only, or by acts of deyotion, ot by 
zeal to propagate it; they feel alſo, and ac. 
knowledge the obligation it lays them un- 
der to practiſe virtus; but their defect is, 
that they do not carry this obligation forth to 
full extent. They endeavour to diſcharge it 
by: performing a part inſtead of the whole, 
They are ſenſible of the force of the obliga- 
tion to maintain a conſiſtency. of character, 
that is, of joining Faith and Works together: 
they acknowledge it likewiſe to be their 
duty to ſet a good example to their fellow- 
creatures, by ſuch conſiſtent conduct; they 
abhor the character of a hypoerite but ſtill 
they fall ſhort of that perfect conſiſteney which 
the Goſpel requires. Let us ſee whither this 
defective obſervation of our Saviour's 8 rule wil 
lead them. Men of this turn of mind dazile 


2 own eyes, and impoſe on their own 


= Se 


+ 


EA 
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judgement of themſelves, by an attachment 35 a 
to one, or to a few virtues, v 27740 the reſt are 9 


preffion, for inſtance, of a benevolent heart, 

ſuch as acts of charity and compaſſion. 'Re- - 

lying on the credit of ſuch proofs of their vir- 

tue, they indulge a careleſsneſs in other parts 

of a righteous character. Should they meet 

with the applauſe wich charitable acts are 

apt to procure, they are farther confirmed i in 

their indolence. W n they hear rhemſelves, 

—or when, in their retirement, they fancy , 1 
Smemſelves, commended and extolled as go  * 

men and examples to the world, they, from 1 1 

a weakneſs too naturil to mankind, reſt on 

this ſuppoſed authentic teſtimony of their 

worth. By theſe means a glare is thrown on 

thewhole man, withdrawing the attention from 

many defects and vices, which, being left un- 

challenged and uncorrected, have full leiſure. 5 
to enlarge and ſecure their power, and to en- 1 
trench themſelves deeply in the heart.— 

Moreover, ſuch remaining vices gradually . 
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um *. rupt the v. ctw ues to which thiſe's men are moſt 
inclined. F or though they do not diſtinaly' ſee 
thoſe vices, becauſe they are not wil gto ſee | 
them, yet there always dwells with them A 
m ſuſpicion that their character is not what it 
= 5 ſhould be, and that it will not ſtand the telt 
FR > ww ſtrict examination. They become afraid 
that the world may ſee what they themſelves 
3 i do not chuſe to ſee; and are inſenſibly led to 
=_— : practiſe their wonted virtues, not from a pure 
a} and unaffected love to mankind, nor from its 
. being right ſo to do, but partly from a deſite 
. to hide from the eyes of men the blameable 
8 ide of their character. Thus hypocriſy, the 
5 very thing which they moſt abhorred, ; Reals 
into their hearts. AT LN Af + 
K 


12 


There is another manifeſt danger to WI 

. perſons are expoſed who content themſelyes 
uith one kind of ſhowy virtue, — the danger 
olf contracting a ſtrong thifture of vanity. Di- 
 RinRtion and praiſe become their object, ard 
virtuous practice only the means of acquiring 
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1 
it. „ The: reputation of . 


more ſought after t than goodneſs itſelf; 1 A 
is a dif poſition very different from that intenſe : 

_ deſire. after. righteouſneſs, which our Saviour ; - 

| emphatically expreſſes by hungering and thirſt-. 
ine after it. Thoſe perſons groſsly miſcon- 
ſtrue our. Sayiour' 8 words 1 in the text, who 
imagine that He eneourages an oftentatious x 
virtue that He gives any countenance to 
men who do good for the ſake of diſtinction 
and applauſe... Did not He well know the 
ruinous effects of ſuch motives? ? Did not He 
know how ready 1 mankindare to be influenced | 
and entangled by them ? and has He not ac- 
cordingly pointed many of his precepts direct- - 
ty againſt them? The meaning of our Saviour's 


rule is plain That the conduct of his fol- 


+ lowers ſhould be ſo entirely. juſt and good, 


4 bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny; off and 


we know that nothing leſs than integrity | 
will ſtand ſuch a teſt. Thus their conduct, ſo 


far from bringing reproach on his religion, 


would prove the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of its ex- 
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8 E enen cellence, "Ou Ff its wer to e des al 
unworthy paſſions, to baniſh all improper 
PE | motives, and, in ſhort, to eſtabliſh imegrity, 
JJ of the Divine Law. If fuch conduct 
happens to procure to a follower of Chriſt 
the eſteem of mankind, he muſt no doubt 
be pleaſed ;—for we cannot be indifferent 
to the ſentiments men entertain concern--. 
ing us but at the ſame time he will be on 
his guard againſt being miſled by it. His 
aim is to obtain the clear and juſt teſtimony of 
his own mind, that his behaviour is right. 'He 
therefore cannot be ſatisfied with a ſelf-eſteem, 
that is founded chiefly on the eſteem of others 
reflected back on himſelf. He will not be 
confident that he is truly eſtimable, becauſs 
others ſay or think ſo. He ſearches into him- 
ſelf to ſee if their fayourable judgement of him 
be well founded; and from his own judge 
ment alone he draws his concluſions concern: 
ing his character. When, at any time, ſuch a 
Chriſtian receives the teſtimony of eſteem from 
his ö his ee by himſelf 
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are; 
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«peel by them. I muſt not how. 
allow m fra TORIES en o — 


| eſt endeavour te eee | thelr ä 
1 and Thall- ever do them „„ I 
K good in my power, as becomes me. But „ | : = 

« theirs! is not the tribunal before which my „ 

« actions muſt be tried, T „ 

and, without any great reproach. to them, 
often are, miſtaken; nor can they be ſueen 

« judges of me, as L may be of myſelf. When 

« they blame, I will diligently enquire if. I de. 

« ſerye it, and when they praiſe me, I will, to 7 

« prevent ſelf-flattery and deceit, with equal 
* care, enquire if I deſerve this, by bringing 
« all my actions to the tribunal of Chriſt Jeſus 
* and. CO them with his 1 2==poD | "I 

« aa oo | 5 8 A 

Such is the ſpirit our Ws nieans to in- _— 
culcate. Such is the manner in which He | 
requires us to make our tight pine before 


ons. 


% G 
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TIE men © And; infact, it is this entire 3 


the Divine law.— his fincere aim after complete 
virtue alone, that will ſtand a juſt trial, or de- 15 
monſtrate the excellence of Chriſtian doctrine. 
In this manner then let us obey our Saviour? * 
precept in the text; avoiding hypocriſy, and 
oſtentation, and partiality, in our e : 


; ” 
N ES. IR; ak 5 VVT : 
- * 3 


Oun Saviour has beſtowed on us the trea- 
ſures of Divine knowledge, that we may uſe 
Mee for the benefit of all the world around 
us. No perſon then ought, in direct op- 
3 to our Saviour's intention, to in- | 
dulge himſelf in a ſolitary and ſelfiſh enjoy- 5 
ment of theſe treaſures; like the miſer with 
his hoards of wealth, ever and anon retiring 
to feaſt his eyes with the ſight of his adored 
heaps, and hugging himſelf in the thoughts 
of his ſecurity and happineſs in ſo rich a poſ-. : 
ſeſſion, while not one thought of his neigh- - 
bour is allowed to touch or diſturb his en- | 
A fancy. In what reſpects is this uſe- 
| less | 


0 


Jef and ae character inferior to n of n 


the ſolitary devotee, who: will not leave his 


retired and 


ſtice,. benevolence and every virtue, do 


what in him lies to communicate theſe 


better treaſures to his fellow - creatures ? We 


ought to diſcloſe our treaſures - of 'know- 


ledge, and diſtribute them all around us in acts 


of juſtice and merey. In ſhort, we muſt pro. 


voke one another to good works, and that chief- 
Iy by example. This ſpeaks a language uni- 

WN underſtood, — powerful and efficaci- 
| While the hypocrite, for a Conlon, de- 


* ceives the world, and while the miſtaken 


zealot impoſes on himſelf, mankind ſuffer 
from them both. But the true Chriſtian, who 


joins ſound knowledge to unaffected piety 


and integrity of life, is the true ſubſtitute of 
Jeſus Chriſt in this world, and the moſt ef- 


fectual preacher of righteouſneſs, A num- | 


ber acking this worthy part might, with ſuc- 
ceſs, ſtop the progreſs of corruption, revive 
| 8 


nd ſelfiſh enjoyment, to mix with a : 
mankind, and, by the practice of truth, ju 
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8 1 che ien ſpirit af view; and 
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graces of the Chriſtian te 
qualities of a happy peop 2 —1 : 

godlike office to which we are called? And 5 
ſhall we not execute it with a vigour and aſc = 
| ly ſuited to its importance? 2 Have, we 
not this day, declared our acceptance of 
that office ? Have we not undertaken Kith- 


fully to diſcharge it? To this work then let 


us apply with improved diligence. Let us 
give no harbour in our own breaſts to any 
ſentiments but what are juſt and true, ho- 
nourable and pure. Let no other ſentiments | 


proceed from our mouths, or appear in 


our actions. So ſhall we moſt ne 
prompt and encourage each other to do, on 

all occaſions, what is right. And ſhould 
we find ourſelves at any time under a ne- - 
ceſſity of condemning impiety, injuſtice, th. 
decency, or impropriety, in the ſentiments 
expreſſed, the maxims avowed, or the conduct 


_ obſerved by other men,—this is always to be 
done firmly, but at the ſame time modeſtly 


and 


or CARISTIAN EXAMPLE. 
| | 1 
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and affectionately. On the one hand, we muſt SE Ly 1 : 
not be reſtrained by falſe ſhame ; and on the A 


other, we muſt avoid aſſuming the ſupe rior air 
of tutors to the age, or the ſevere one of cenſors. 
By ſo doing we ſhould. appear to be gratify- 


ing our own pride or ſpleen, inſtead of can- 


didly ſupporting 1 the cauſe of integrity, and 
cordially wiſhing to promote the good of our 
| neighbours. As every time is not a fit ſeaſon 5 
for. remonſtrance, diſcretion is always to be 


exerciſed in the uſe of it, while, by filence at 


leaſt, we muſt ever bear teſtimony againſt 
what is wrong and unbecoming. If diſcre- 
tion, if modeſty and benignity are neceſſary 
to gain and prevail with mankind in matters 15 


of leſs moment, with what care ought we to 


cultivate theſe qualities in order to give men 


an eſte em and attachment to all that is wor- 


thy 1 in affection and behaviour ?—eſpecially 
as theſe qualities are eſſential parts of that in- 


tegrity by which, we ought to make our 122 
/hine 7 mem. 
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Peace I leave with you,” my ; 


you 5 not as the world giveth, 
you. Let not your beart be tr 
ther let it be afraid. 125 e e 


perſecution on account of their faith in 


and fidelity towards and knowing that 
perſecution is always dangerous to the v 
of unprepared minds, gives them frequent 
warning that ſuch a trial awaited them; but 
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edin the context, with the moſt comfortable 


- a foundation for their fortitude, and perſey 


. as if f it were eee 3 nor to 
be troubled at its approach, as if it were to. 
put. an end to all their happineſs. - © Particu-. 
larly, a ſhort time before his ſufferings. and 5 
death, He furniſhes them, as we are inform- 5 


confiderations, tending directly to fortify thei 
minds with unconquerable reſolution, and to 
convince them that, let the world do its worſt, | 


their happineſs would be ſecure. For their 


immediate conſolation, He aſſures them th at, 1 


before his aſcenſion to heaven, He would re- 
viſit them upon earth, and confirm their faith ; 
in Him paſt the poſſibility of daubting ; ; and 


afterwards would ſend the Comforter to then . 


who would teach ibem all things, and bring all 
things to their remembrance, whathever be had 
formerly ſaid to them x. Having laid ſo ſtrong 


ance in his ſervice; and for their comfort in 
every change of ee He addreffes them 
5 in : 


John xiv, 27. 


. ent eib ynneint the effect 
. Ts Wwe our Saviour's in- 
men ne to 1 


; « it. 164 is — of the true Chri- 
eee and the fruit of God's 
All the peace and happineſs 
25 „ the tld can beſtow is extremely 
arious-and unſatisfying ; but the peace 


* 1s of a per nt nature, and independent 
on the will of man. As the world cannot 
1 give it to you, neither can it take it from 

; Vet. 11! 8 
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diſappointments and diſtreſſes of human life, 


d cauſe therefore have you nf | 
« Jet your hearts be troubled; nor afraid/at the 
« proſpect of danger, or in the midſt of perſe- 
* cution or difficulties of any kind. „5 

Theſe words of Chriſt are not addreſſed to. 
the Apoſtles alone, but to all Chriſtians in all 
ages of the world; to all % love him an 
will keep bis words * 5 that is, who fincerely 
' reſolve and endeavour to keeps bir 
. ene have not always to ſtruggle 
| they have always to 
wich Wenke a difficulty of one 
kind or other ; the ſelfiſhneſs, the OY the 
envy and other bad paſſions of 1 
the one hed, and the allurements and. en- 


80 _ all, mens own unſubdued and un · 
nually throw difficulties 
in cba way, and put their faith and obedi- | 
ence to ſevere trials, which often ſtagger their 
reſolution, check their progreſs in virtue and 


5 ; 5 F Ver. 23. . 
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= 7 _ wor pats unto you. Let: not your 1 
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F ROM theſe words we are naturally led to 5 5 
confider more particular! 88 nature of that 55 


| ciples ; and. the encouragement which 1 R. af. PT 
fords to hold on in our Chriſtian, courſe un- 5 
135 Tuls peace conſiſts ina a well-grounded 1 
eee of iverance by the mercy of 


m the puniſhment. due to our fins, 1 
\ freedom from the fear of it. . 
g evil poſſeſſes 
, we cannot enjoy reſt or tranquil. 

lity. Theſe two, uillity of mind, anda 

fear of evil, cannot dwell together in the ſame 
breaſt. The fear of God's judgements, for paſt 

ſions eſpecially, muſt difturb every : 


x * 
2 
2 OY: 
x * 
8 . 1 . 
” 4 VE as 
* * 
5 
- 
* 
- - 
- % 
L 5 ; : 
= * 
* 
* 
; x 
# * « 
S 6 


* 


” 


. 
FF · .- · rs ers el 


as TEAR the 1 0 Jeſus ( Chriſt, he ſays ; 3 Peace noi 5 


KA 


r 


383 


5 
„ 
Pa 
* 
» 
- 
— 
# 


; * . 


SEEM. - 


oN THE PEACE vQUEATRED ON 


joy: For or no art or device can prevent theſ? Va 
judgements, if deſerved. The world cannot 


diſpel ſuch fear, and eftabliſh peace, in the 8 


ſoul; for Who can know the mind f the AL 35 | 


| mighty? ? Conſciouſneſs of guilt not only pro- 3 


duces ſhame and ſelf-reproach, but likewiſe z 


the dread of God's judgements. We feel our. 
ſelves accountable creatures, and when we do: : 


| wrong muſt tremble for the conſequences: 3 
And who can baniſh our fears, or bid us take. 


hope, but the great Judge himſelf: 4p Man. 


kind have in all ages had a conviction that 
mere repentance cannot procure forgiveneſs 


for paſt offences ; they therefore thought 
ſome attonement for their tranſgreſſions ne- 
ceſſary; and had recourſe to ſacrifices o a 
thouſand different kinds. Among others, | 
they gave the fruit of their body for the Aare 

their foul. Theſe things demonſtrate the great 


- diſquiet and terrour of mens minds, that led 


them to ſuch extravagant and inhuman _— 
thods of deliverance from them ; and after 
all, to no purpoſe. „ 


"3 5 But 


2 _ BY OUR sal 
['/ | , 


But what the world could not do Chriſt 1 


done by the- voluntary and glorious facrifice of = 3 


_ himſelf for the fins of the world. With this the 
Father declared himſelf perfectly ſatisfied, and 


ready to forgive the iniquities of all who love | 


the Lord, and will. keep bis words. Before 
this manifeſtation of the .mercy. of God to pe- 
nitent ſinners, a ſetious perſon given to reflec- 
tion, would indeed ſee clearly enough, that 
the beſt ching he could do was to repent; and 
he would be apt to ſay to himſelf : Who 
cn tell but the Lord will haye mercy on 
« me?” But ſtill this, —* who can tell?” would 
leave. him perplexed with doubts and fears 
that he might be miſtaken; ; and conſequently | | 
his diſquiet would remain, and greatly cool his 
ardour for reformation; fince, after all his la- 
bour, he could not be certain of teaping any 
advantage from it. His ſpirit would gradual- 
ly fink into a ſtate of languor and deſpon- | 
dence, and the more' ſo, when he found that in 
ſpite of all his endeavours iniquity ſtill prevailed 
againſt him. But our Saviour has diſpelled all 
WS: ©; 
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tt eſs cuts and fears, by pro 


CS | earth, and good 2011] 9 men ;* andert 


W 0 love Him and will keep 7 


pardon. to All wo 
vb The' true Chriſtian ſtanding firm on 
this ſtrong foundation, and full of faith in Kernel 


dence and tranquillity of foot” Ae 


the beſt hopes, he encounters every danger rich 
reſolution, and proceeds with un wearied petſe 
verance in the diſcharge of his duty, knowing 
that if at any time he in. not wilfully but 
through weakneſs, — he has an advocate tb e 
Father i, who will effectually intercede for bim. 
So true it is, that Chriſt has given the moſt 
undoubted peace to his followers. | For whit. 
can diſquiet the minds of men fo ſecured ii 
the favour of God ? Who! can lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It i is God who juſti eth; ; 
who is he that condenineth: ? It is Chriſt who 
died and who roſe again; who is even at "the 
right hand of God ; who alſo maketh Interceſſion 
for us}. Which leads me to obſerve farther; 
Lake ii. be. + 14 . | 1 „ 33 


joy by the terrours inſeparable from a ſenſe 


mony n ins har in /i 


vine mercy to us as ever 


ſincerity, inſtead of that yon obedience, - 
which is out of our W 


our Lord was thus feeur | 
have fully. enjoyed the is RS 
ſcience, which muſt continually have: 8 


ed us of our paſt demerit, and daſhed all our 


t. But our Saviour, in removing theſe ter- 
rours, has warranted us to rejoice in the teſti· 
mony of our conſcience in behalf of the up- 
rightneſs of our intentions, and the 


of our endeavours 10 / keep all hir command- 
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enable us to obſerv 


che Divine fardur und affiſtance - requiſite to 

e it to the end. For grace 
and peace united are multiplied unto us ebrough : 
the knowledge of God, \and:of | Feſus- our "Bard, 
according ar his Divine power bath given untous 


allibings that pertain to ife and godlineſn *'This 
| peace, therefore, which flows from an approving 


N 18 the hs of Chriſt We: b os has 


BAM dj : He : 8 us to > Gg ire 1 
encourages us to entertain it and to rejoice init. 
And this is that eſſential thing without which 
we cannot know true happineſs. Very different 


Indeed is the notion of happineſs: whch num- 


bers of mankind entertain. Give them wealth | 
and power to enable them to gratify their in- | 
clinations; give them diſtinction to attract 


the notice of multitudes; give them praiſe, 
which they are often little anxious to deſerve, 


ag deſirous to e ſeek nothing 


| gs on Th 


* 


ſons of men. But let them-ſee 
y have not hitherto obſerved; 
expoſe to their view the 


5 $5 ” 7 g 7 - 4 + 1 , 


or the baſeneſs of their paſt 


in a moment the deluſion vaniſhes. Durin ans | 
ws the. impulſe c of headſtrong and 5 


ons, their dream of happineſs laſt- 
as the voice of reflection and Wn” 


ed; but as 
conſcience are adden to, the Share. is en- 


N 


1 


„ vio our WP erin «left with Hind iple: 
An approving. conſcience, beſides. the Joy 
which flows from it, qualifies them to enjoy the 
comforts and conveniencies of life with a true „ 
reliſn. That conduct which conſcience ap- „ 
proves, not only deſerves but moſt .common- 

ly obtains real eſteem, reſpect, love and.confi- 

dence from mankind: Andif miſrepreſentation „ 
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5 for e which is a ue 
. | _ —— always free from 
Y 5 c | „ preſentation ?) this cannot ee 1 
. ttce conſeiouſneſs of deſi ving nis- 
fortune ſhould affault them, (as what-condi- 

tion of life is ſecure againſt it 2) they return 

into the ſtrong hold of their own. approving 
"hates g N no force, nor art, nor malie 4 
can demoliſh. There they enjoy their own 
Friendſhip and the aſſured favour of the A — 
mighty. It is in this way that God proves a re. 

Nute to them from diſtreſs, and a en i 
"Thus the good man and true Chriſtian is a-. 
. | tisfied from himſelf: independent on x the « ordiity 
of life and the conduct of other men. This ir 
our Tejoicing, faith the apoſtle Paul, the tefti- : 
mony of our conſcience, thatin fimplicity and god- 

y fincerity, not with fleſbly umdom, but by the 
_ grace of cs We Dave had our wg ad 
the world . a 705 


6 ; - $ 
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— Fs hollow and pretended | 
ones Wunde WW. mi 
diſtreſs are quickly dil, perſed, and know us no 
more, ſo in thoſe nes alſo, man any falſe. and 
joys court. 
e men. But when calamity in- 
vades them, thoſe vain joys nmedliately dif- 
cover their deceitful nature, deſert the a. 
ſtoniſhed men in their greateſt need, and leave , 
them a prey to diſappointment, regret, ſorrow 
and remorſe. Adverſity is the teſt of what is 
true and what is falſe, among the different ob- 
up that claim our choice. And the peace 
left us by Chriſt Jeſus, tried by this teſt, will 
ſoon prove its ſuperiour value and excellence. 


Let it be remembered that it is compoſed of 
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o THE PEACE BE | URATHED | ; 


3 


s E * * W b aſſurance of the Divine fayour, 


of the apptobation ofconſcience, and the hope 
of eternal life. From this deſeription, it ap- wy 
0 pears to have its fixed reſidence within the 
mind. It e met © OR: in our outwa rd 


2 | ES 


. can n diminiſh o or ee it. 1 es 

not indeed exempt us from the calat ni- 
ties incident to human nature, but it affords 5 
the beſt defence againſt their ſeverity. Per- 
ſons of every character are liable to diſtreſſes: : 
The wiſe and the fooliſh, the juſt and the un- 
juſt, the righteous and the wicked, are expoſed 
to ſimilar revolutionsof fortune ;—not equally | 
ſo indeed; for aſſuredly faithful Chriſtians are 
more ſecure from diſaſters, in conſequence of 
their wiſdom, juſtice, and moderation ;—more 
out of the reach of trouble and diſquiet than 
perſons of an oppoſite character. But though 

it were otherwiſe, which is far from being the 
caſe, yet their condition, when ſubjecded to 
diſtreſs, 1 is infinitely * On the bad 

| man 


ay DDE 


"By on SAVIOUR, Dol 


pl 


4 


man en falls with adible weight. He 8 
is unprepared fort it ,—without defence againſt 9 
it; and he poſſeſſes no reſource. When the | On 
pleaſures and advantages of this world, which 


engroſſed all his care and concern are taken 
from him; or when he is diſabled from en- 


joying them, by pain, ſickneſs, or poverty. 


aghaſt and confounded, he knows not which 


way. to turn himſelf for relief. II, as is moſt 
natural for a dependent creature in the midſt , 


of diſtreſs, he lifts his ſupplicating eyes for 


help to his Maker, conſcious ingratitude : 


and diſobedience to God, immediately check 


him. If he turns to his fellow- creatures whom 
he bas abuſed or neglected, conſciouſneſs of 


| meriting their contempt or averſion diſcou- 
rages him. If he ſeeks relief to himſelf in 
his own. kd „there, ſhame, remorſe and 
ſelf-condemnation, muſt riſe and overwhelm 


him. But the ſoul which is furniſhed and 
ſtrengthened by the peace of Chriſt Jeſus, 


when! in adverſity, has nothing to ſtruggle 


with but e itſelf; and is not only a 
ſtranger 


Og 


* 


deavours to ſecure purity of heart and recti 


ceptance with God, truſt i in his goodneſs and 
the approbation of his own mind. He does 


ov THE, { PEACE. IEQUEATHED | 
and remoxſe and ell ge. 


Sn to Ta me 


4 proach, but enjoys ſuch Aa degree of 1 inward d I 
ſatisfaction, hope, and joy, as blunts the edge 


of affliction, and breaks its force. As the 
true Chriſtian does not regard the gratifica- 

tion of his paſſions, or the acquiſition of preſent 
advantage, as the moſt valuable objects of his 
purſuit, ſo when deprived of them, he neither 
thinks nor feels. himſelf miſerable upon that 


account. The peace and happineſs. of his 


mind, reſts on quite another foundation. —a 
foundation which no change in his ou tward 
condition can deſtroy. And. he uſes his beſt en. 


tude of conduct, with their attendants, ge- 


not conſider afflictions as marks of God's ny 
pleaſure, but as opportunities of exerciſing : 


and improving the virtues. of his mind. In- 
ſtead of producing dejection and forrow, rage 
and impatience, they ſtrengthen his fo Es 


Np and reſignation to God. And this 
proves 


i . | long bega. vonn. . 
proyes what: was „bb Spe that the — 
ce of Chriſt Jeſus is more clearly diſcern. WY 
a and more 227 85 E i eee, han „ 
CCC 
The peace which ig the gift of our Lord. „ 
does not render a man inſenſible of pain. „„ - 
row and reſentment are excited in the peace. 
ful Chriſtian by the ſame cauſes which excite 
them in other men. Injuſtioe, violence, cru- | 
elty and oppreſſion, raiſe emotions in him, as 
in other men. But the principles and a 
tions which ſupport his peace, ſuppreſs theſe - 
emotions, and prevent their riſing to any ex- 5 
ceſſive or diſtreſſing height. When they be- 
gin to diſquiet him, he checks them, ſaying = 
to himſelf : Why art thou' caſt down my ſoul? DU. LE. / 
why art thou diſquicted in me ? Still truſt ii 
God, for I ſhall have always cauſe to praiſe - OY 3 
Him. Mild affections ſucceed to the firſt a 
threatenings of violent and diſturbing paf- 4 
ſions; pity ſucceeds to anger and reſentment; 
ſorrow, impatience and complaining give place 
to determined reſolution and ready acquieſ- =. 
28 | cence 
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ns 


ern u cence in the will 


3 2 5 3 K. 


the beſt affections of the heart, the love of 
our neighbour and the love of our country, E 


| When his neighbour or his country is in in in 
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be obſerved; that a man 'who is not at peace. - 
with himſelf is wholly incapable of that mag- ; 


nanimity and fortitude which blunt the N ö 


of the marpek amn 
Among the many afflictions that beſet man- | 

kind; there are ſome which good men feel 
more ſeyerely than the bad and unworthy. 
Theſe are ſuch as wound us through ſome of. 


which include "very" endearing ' cone rm. : 


diſtreſs or in danger, the Chriſtian, 
from being careleſs and unconcerned, ſhares 5 
in the diſtreſs: His benevolent and ſympa- 
thiſing ſoul feels for thoſe who ſuffer, exerts 
its utmoſt vigour t6 procure them relief and 
to reſtore peace and comfort. If his endea- 


vours are ſucceſsful, his joy is full. If unhap- 


pily, his labour is in vain; he ſtill ah _ 
conſciouſneſs of acting as became him. Zon- 
oe he cannot command; but * has : 


done 
- * ns 


: done kin duty ; 3 and: this reflection communi- - 1 8. = 
dignity, elevation and Gatinfultion KEN 


cates ſuch 
to his mind as defy the utmoſt efforts of ma- 


| lice, violence or oppreſſion, The peace of 
his mind remains unſhaken by the worſt 95 


can do, and by the ſiarpeſt pain alſo. 


Thus the peace left by Chrift Jeſus 1 hb 


diſciples, conſiſts in'firm aſſurance of the Di- 


vine mercy to faithful Chriſtians, and in the 
approbation of conſcience, which the Divine 


mercy. encourages them to enjoy. It is of a 


permanent nature and does not forſake them 5 
in adverſity, but, on the contrary, is then moſt 


clearly diſcerned and ſtrongly N. 


But above all it is confirmed and perfected | 


within them by the hope of eternal life: And 


ſurely when this glorious proſpect lies before 
us, and the future poſſeſſion of it is fo firmly 


ſecured by our All-perfe& Redeemer, we 


ought not—we cannot think it hard to un- 


dergo any trial which is neceſſary for our ob- 


taining poſſeſſion of it. Let faithful Chriſti. | 
ans then thus addreſs themſelves to their hea - 
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4 aſſured by Thee of a eee 
* abode in the celeſſial ſettlements, and 

« ſhall any thing which now befalls us br. k 
* own Gita, Gil ur with ſorrom; or weaken our 
nnn O God by thy, Almighty 


«the Wund. Correct our a ee of 
Providence; ſhew us that thoſe appea 


« which lead us to miſtakes here concerning 


„thy doings, are owing to our weak and par- 
tial apprehenſion; and that all thy appoint- 
ments tend, and are deſigned by Thee, to 

promote the ſound and healthful ſtate of 
« our ſouls. Bleſſed then be thy. name, O 


Lord! Do unto us what ſeemeth good in 


« thine eyes. All thy ways are mercy and 
« truth to thoſe who keep thy ſlatutes; 5 


 « Though Thou ſhouldſt ſlay us yet will we traft 


in Thee, and praiſe thy e while we 
* bave being. e 7 

What then, my Sada. can diſturb the 
peace of the righteous ſoul ? 


Nay, what is death itſelf, that it ſhould be _ 
formidable to him? To ſuch men indeed as 
ed holineſs and virtue, un- = 


Saviour who redeemed them 3 and who, W; 
ter having ſpent theic dime amid the vent. 
and tumult of the world, and being well! 4 


known'to their fellow- creatures, come at laſt _ 


to die rs to themſelves, unacquaint- A I 


= 


ed with their own true characters, and ill pro·ñr]ʃ;ẽ 
vided foreternity,—to them death muſt wear MF b 
a moſt horrible aſpect. ' But to the man who A „ 9 
c u, who loves God, his Saviour, Mi 
ren of mankind, and is animat- _ 
ed with the lively hope of eternal life and - *., 
happineſs, death muſt put on a very different | 0 
appearance, being the meſſenger of God to „ 1 


W tranſlate him from this ſtate of vice and  _ A 
diſorder, and from a ſociety where the good -" 


and bad are mingled together, to one whers . = 
all the members are great and "mid-gods . 
| 12 1 like 
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ally _ : 
place. How muſt the faithful Chri- 

0 Wen rejoice to behold death, which holds 0 | 
many all their. lifetime  ſubjeft to bondage” 
through! the fear of it, with nothing awful 
in its. appearance, without ſting or terrour, 

: and, againſt its nature, calling. him toll I 7 
and joy; to which bad men imagine it puts | 
an end forever! How happy muſt he be 
when, placed on the utmoſt verge of life, he | 
reviews his paſt actions, and beholds all his 

_ piety, love and conſtancy riſe up before him 
in beautiful array; and thoſe good ſeeds, which 
he ſowed in his heart, ſpring up to ſupport; and 
enliven him at his departure hence! and when 
he looks forward to a far more defirable ſtate, 
where his Saviour has made rich proviſion for 
his endleſs enjoyment of true happineſs ! His 
heart-is therefore little troubled at the proſ- 
pect of diſſolution ; he ſhrinks not at its ap- 
proach, but waits for it, as for what is good in 
Its ſeaſon, and as bringing along with it per- 
ec liberty and delight, Upon his Saviour 
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1 likes by and where wickedneſs / an 
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1 


he relies, 'who thus encourages his ſoul; « Thou, . 8E ** 


my brother, halt not be afraid of deftruc- Naw. 


« tion when it cometh : At death thou ſhalt 
« ſmile. I will redeem thee from its power. 
« 0 death, Twill be thy plague, O grave, I "will 
« be thy defiruttion. Won ſhalt no more be a 


« terrour to my followers.” 
rage then 


% 
> 
» 


O Chriſti 


Be of good cou- 
! Thou art an heir 9 


% . 


glory, a joint beir with Chriſt and a citizen of 
heaven ; and nothing can deſtroy thy. title 
to this citizenſhip. It is a tye too cloſely 
knit, to be diſſolved by any outward accident. 
Why then ſhould death diſcom) Po” 
when thou knoweſt that He who raiſed up 
Jeſus, ſhall alſo raiſe thee up by Him, and ſet 
thee with Him in heavenly places. Faint not 
then in thy mind; for all thy affliftions, and 
death itſelf, al! work for thee a far more 
exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory. 
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given the 
God had him to. 


of ſtone, and upon | 


of their duty, He thus addreſſes them in the =—_ 
twelfth verſe : And now, Iſrael, what doth , © 
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1 God, zo e eee, 


to love Him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God, with 
all thy beart, and with all thy foul... And 
then, to engage them to ſerve the Lord from 
a ſpirit of love and chearfulneſs, he goes on 
enumerating the many and diſtinguiſhing 


marks of God's goodneſs towards them, and 5 
concludes all in the words of our text: There- 
ore thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and deep 5 
his charge, and his ſtatutes, and his judgements, I” 
and his commandments alway : Hereby declar- 
ing that the true principle of obedience to the 


Diyine Law is Love to its Author. This ex- 


hortation 70 love the Lord is Proper for all 5 
mankind, for He i is good to all, and his tender 5 
mercies are over all his works,* enduring for 5 
ever. It was applied indeed with a peculiar x 
force to the Iſraelites, whom God had highly 
favoured beyond other nations; but above 
all, my brethren, it ought to have the great-- - 


eſt weight * Chriſtians, to whom the 
: | : goodneſs 


1 


© | WITHOUT LTG m. 
Ee N 
ed. no more darkly, but in its full glory and 
ſplendour. Juſtly therefore may we be cal- 
ed upon to love the Lord our God with all our 
 beart,and ſoul, and ſtrength, and mind;* and, 
from this principle of ſtrong unconquerable 
love, to keep bis ſtatutes and his judgements. 
Theſe two things, love to God, and obedience. 
to his laws, are here joined together, to ad- 
moniſh us that they never ought to be put a- 
| ſunder, that they never can be true, genuine | 
and perfect, when {ſeparated from each other. 
It muſt be obſerved here, that in the expreſ. 
ſion, the love of God, are comprehended e- 
ſteem and admiration of and delight in 


meditating upon Him, awe and reverence to- 


wards Him, defire of his approbation, and a 
fear of offending Him or of appearing un- 
worthy in his 
and truſt and confidence in Him as our Fa- 
ther ; for perfe& goodneſs, which is the object 
* this love, at the fame time calls for the ex- 
3 | ER "analy". 


* Luke x. 27. | 
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ſo ſtrongly diſplay. ; RM. 
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iſe of all theſe peer RE of foul.” 
ite the love of God, which, in in 
n may be termed inward Religior . 
in oppoſition to the mere outward form of it: 
And this inward religion ons OR. 
keeping the commandments 1 God mo my 
_ fafficiently attended to by the bulk of man- 
Hve uprightly in the world. The grand errour 
of men is, ſeparating religion from righteouſ- 
neſs, ſome holding to one fide, ſome to ano- - 
ther. Numbers fatisfy themſelves with the 
bare outward expreſſion of religion, — with an 
obſervance of its inftitutions, to the great ne- 
glect of the moſt ſabſtantial matters, ann, 
mercy and truth. In ſuch perſons religion 
becomes a name only, —an outward ſhow, 
inſtead of a principle in the heart—a dead, 
unactive thing, inſtead of a vigorous fpring - 
of the life of God in the foul of man. Groſſ- 
ly deceived are ſuch men themſelves ; but 


of theſe errours, I mean falſe re- 
, cenſured by the beſt of men. But 


nor is it at all an uncommon thing, 


much the mark not only of the vicious and 
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ella or virtue; or, that piety u abſolins! | 
ly neceſſary to crown and finiſh'the character 


4 ; 
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of a righteous man; and ſhall then, econ. 
ty, Conclude with * wanne of t 


* wy 


On e n bay. 
< 5 . ; 2 5 8 25 24 5 4:4 tut); 
1. Taz ee or e upon n 


nnn will appear, if we conſider - 
1. That God, who is the wiſe and e 


Creator and Governour of the univerſe, and N | 
the object of all religion, is alſo the grand - 


1 1 . 


and perfect pattern of all excellence. | 


is the light in which the pious man moſt 
readily views his Maker; for, when he lifts 


* 


his ſoul to God, what does he contemplate but 


the perfection of wiſdom and of good neſs, co n- 
ſtantly guiding the Divine actions, ſtamping 


upon all the ways of Providence the ſtrong 
marks of juſt and true and righteous altoge= 


and what is piety or devotion but the affec- 
tionate contemplation of all this excellence? 2 
And muſt it not produce ſome 
tr ph sn the mind and dif 


fall _ the manners of thoſe perſons with 
whom we keep much company; inſenſibly 
a likeneſs unto them. Is not me- 
ditation upon God, in a 
company with Him, —a communication with 


the Father of our ſpirits? And muſt not this 


ſacred communion with Him, by 
Print his imageon our minds, and make uspar- 
_ takers of the Divine Nature? As the devout 
man is highly delighted with the perfections 
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the pious man? We very naturally 
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of God, and their univ 


Thus the natural effect of love 5 

tion to God is to grow like Him. We find 

that we readily imitate and copy after thoſe Ml 
men whom we eſteem and value | 

ing is, that we love his character; and where 

this love is ſincere, it works ſtrongly in raiſing ' - 

the ſame ſpirit and'temper in ourſelves w | 

us eager to have ſomething to approve of in 

our own mind? In like manner, what i ü the 


love of God but the love of the Divine cha- 
racter.— the love of perfect righteouſneſs, and 
of perfect goodneſs, exerciſed towards all his 
creatures? And is it conceivable that this 
love can dwell in our minds without form- 
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; ken, Interrupted, WO tial 
ing only this before f 


habituated to view 6 part of its v 
much of its force muſt be loſt on our minds. 
. The righteouſneſs of men is at 855 low, bro- 
A ad by hav- 

, muſt * not be the 
more liable to fall into the like faults with 
others? God only is the ſource and original 
of all worth, of the whole beauty of ho- 
lineſs. If then we forget God, Af - we do not 


meditate on Him with affection, how faintly | 


muſt that beauty ſtrike our minds? It is then 
a ſtream no more fed by its fountain, but 
gradually diminiſhing ;—a path, for a ſhort 
way ſmooth and delightful, but ending in 


darkneſs and uncertainty; our admiration of 


- it begins to fail, our love waxes cool, and, by 
degrees, we are more and more eaſily turned 


from obſerving or aſpiring after it. In God on- 
ly, wiſdom, goodneſs and truth are to be found 
in perfection. In his moſt improved creatures 


we ſee only faint and imperfect copies of this 


great Original. While then we live in a 


WV 
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and de- 


ons,—which even the ex- 
* the beſt of men is eyer apt to lead 
it is religion, or the love of God alone, which 


2. As loving God under the notion of the 


pattern of all goodneſs, naturally transforms 
a devout mind into the Divine image, by a 
ſecret but ſtrong ſympathy betwixt God and 
the pious: ſoul, by its eſſential admiration 
and love of what i 18 really beautifi righteous 
and excellent, and by its deſire of poſſeſſin | 
what it ſo much admires ; ſo the ſame view of 
God will appear to work the ſame effect 1 in 
Vol. II. Ke another 
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ge ee way. Perfect goodneſs, which ene | 


true object of love, is an aweful thing, com- 
manding reverence. from every. mind, and a 
care not to contradict its ordinances. It is not 
a flexible, changing principle, but ever holds 


one fixed invariable courſe. Every attentive : 


perſon therefore will perceive, that the only . 


way to be acceptable to this goodneſs is, to | 
reſemble it, and conſent, in all his aQtions, to 


its dictates. This muſt be a natural reflection 
upon the firſt juſt apprehenſion of the Divine 


goodneſs, and of ſome force even before love 
towards it has grown ftrong in the ſoul. | Can 
then a man, who really loves the perfect good- 
neſs of God, be without great awe of Him? 
Muſt he not be earneſt for God's approbation, 


and be afraid to do any thing diſagreeable to 


Him? This, my brethren, is not the fear of a 


flaviſn ſpirit; for perfect love rejecteth all 
ſuch fear, —all terrour and affright. It is the 


fear of a generous mind, leſt it behave in a 


manner unworthy of the Divine approbation. 


a with this noble deſire of the high 


"I 2 
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oy 


applauſe of Heaven, and ln; honeſt, | ingenu- 62k . = 
ous ſhame which reſtrains from offences, how 2 „ N I 
narrow, how low a principle of right behavi- Eg 15 -A 
our, is love of fame and human een 1 
or the fear of diſgrace with men? and yet 
this is all that can ſupply the want of the 2 3 
ther in the man who lives without x | 
Nor muſt it be omitted here, that the n A 
of God's approbation, and fear of meriting his . 
blame muſt act ſo much the ſtronger on te 
devout man, that he remembers God is ever —_ 
_ intimately preſent with him, obſerving all he = = _— 
does. Conſider how the actual preſence „ : 5 A 
much eſteemed friend keeps a man on his ES 2 
guard againſt doing any baſe or worthy — : 4 
thing; and muſt not the known preſence of ; 3 
the great God have a ſtill ſtronger. e 
ence on the pious man? But . 
3. The devout Chriſtian looks upon bas. 
ſelf as a ſon of God through Jeſus Chriſt the PL 7 
Redeemer of mankind ; and ſhall he not be - = 
animated with a ſpirit ſuited to the dignity 5 1 
of his high ir In this Isht. 


Ws rl. ea op ” Sox pant. 2 . 
P—P . p aA 


148 


ON e or RIGHTEOUSNESS N 


„ 8 


15 R 1. he muſt collider himſelf as made for Mal 5 
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er things than the mere gratification. of ani. _ 
mal paſſions, or the purſuit of periſhing ob- 
jects, exceſs in which leads to all fin; and 
by the habitual application of his mind 
to that ſubject, and the uniform influence of 
his relation to the Moſt High, he muſt be al. 


| ways confirming and heightening a correſ- 


pondent dignity of thought and affection. The : 


| love of God as a Father, and the love of the 


world cannot dwelltogetherin the ſame mind. 

As the one increaſes, the other muſt. am 
niſh. The love of God elevates the foul . - 

above this world, that is, above a laviſh at. 


2 


tachment to worldly enjoyments, places it 5 
as it were on a height, whence with a gene. 

rous indifference it looks. down on. the trivial 
purſuits of life. And ſurely, when the ſoul 
does not highly eſteem the enjoyments of che. 
world, it never can, in order to obtain them, 
tranſgreſs the everlaſting laws of God, which 


it admires and loves ſupremely ! Aſpiring to 


be like his Father, the uy prone man  feorns | 


his ſons to be ſuch faves... Bart Es 
It is the love of God that beſt dig 
foul of the pious man; it is this relation of a 
ſon. to the moſt. High that keeps him ever 
mindful of his Maker's intentions, and that 
fills him with a greatneſs of ſpirit, that eannot 
bend to ſin; it is the frequent exerciſe of 
love and devotion. to Him that keeps. this 
| ſpirit high and ſtrong. On the contrary, how 
weak muſt that man be, who has no ſuch 
exalted thoughts as thoſe that natively re- 
ſult from love and reverence to God as his 
Father! how low his ambition, how feeble his 
| ſpirit and reſolution, how languid all his 
efforts after righteouſneſs! How unable in 
all reſpects muſt he be to, practiſe it invari- 
ably !. How ſmall a reſiſtance will he give to 


temptations when they come thick upon ; 


him! How readily will he fall in with the 
prevailing vices of men around. him, tread- 
ing the 1 wherein he ought not to go, and 
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and contention, is N what the fond of d 


comparatively deſpiſe, and what every per 


muſt, in ſome degree, deſpiſe, whoſe ſoul i 1s 


enlightened by the love of God as his Father. 


Whence, my brethren, the falſe ambition for 


worldly power and ſhadowy honour? Whence | 
the groveling love of riches and ſenſual grati- 


fications ? Whence the ſtrife, envy and en- 


raged paſſions of thoſe men who greedily _ 
court theſe things? Whence all their com- 
plaints and dejection, when they are diſap- 


pointed in theſe views? Whence their diſ 5 


ſatisfaction even when they obtain their 


wiſhes? Whence all this, but from the want 


of that dignity which bears aloft the ſons „ 
God ?—from the want of that juſt ambition 
for the Divine applauſe, that keen hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs, which animate 
their ſouls? Have we not reaſon then to 
cultivate e e ? and to LET to Shay that 
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it ſo; but it is a wiſe and reaſonable enthu- 
enthuſiaſm that bore up our Lord 
upon nder che eontradiction of fin- 
ners, and under all his 
thuſiaſm that carried his followers unbroken 


through all the waves of tem 


ſoul, that keeps the righteous ſteady in purſuit. 


of their great end, through good and through 
bad report,—in all the various changes of 


proſperity and adverſity. Set your hearts 


then, my brethren, to ſeek and to ſerve the 
Lord; let the deſire of your ſouls be to know | 


and to adore his infinite 
4. Muſt not the ſoul of that man who loves 
God be animated by a ftrong gratitude to- 


wards Him? Can he behold the Almighty 


continually pouring forth his bounty on him- 
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reatures, uithol | ne 
himſelf moved with the warn eft ſentiments | 


of gratitude leading him 20 herd thinkers * 


and ſtatutes of God: cheerfully ? ? Is not e tl-. 
fle Wen. in e * not . 


examine the riſe and eee of this af. 
fection within us, we ſhall find that it is never | 


true and genuine, but where it is attended 5 
with eſteem and real love. If a man is kind to 


us from whim, or from any ſelfiſh conſidera- 


tions, if his kindneſs is not a diſpoſition ready 
to exert itſelf toward others, when he has op- 
; portunity, as well as to ourſelves, we can. F 
not look. upon his goodneſs. as a righteous ; 


and ſteady principle, and ſo we can neither 


eſteem nor love him; and though men, for 
their own ſakes, may think fit to appear 
mindful of his kindneſs, yet in reality thex 


do not feel true gratitude towards him. The 


only principle to which real gratitude can be = 
directed is real goodneſs. Towards ſuch good- 
neſsthe ſoul turns itſelf witha peculiar warmth, 


eager 
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be expreſſed to Go 
able to Him? And what is a 


reeable to C 


then, my brother, always before thee, and 
He will ſhew thee the path of I ife, and thou 
ſhalt not be moved to the right hand, or to the 
left. Suppoſe different men were under equal 
temptations to fin, who is moſt likely to 


loves nor fears God, or he who has the Su- 
preme Being, the Source of all perfection and 


gs: do this evil before the Lord 2 1s the na- 
tural reflection of the devout man. 40 Shall I, 
1 who would be aſhamed of it before good men, 


« ker? Shall offend Him who is all goodneſs ? 
"© nb 


it every way he can? And in what way can it 
od, but by doing things agree- . 


but to keep his righteous laws? Set the Lord 


come off conqueror ? whether he who neither 


Author of all good, ever in his eve? © Shall | 


« not much more be aſhamed before my Ma- 
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« neſs upon me, has honoured me 
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and the prophets ; which amounts to much 
the 
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0, befides beſtowing much a ; 
* of his own glorious excellence? Vnwo thy 
proſpect, andeſerving to hare 


« to God! w 
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„been admitted to diſcern the perfe 


« of the Moſt High, if can yield to actions 


10 inconſiſtent with them, and contrary to their 


9938 nature. No, my ſoul! deſpiſe the tempta- 


% tion. And, O my God ! ſupport n my re. 
ſolution, keep my feet from falling, and 


8 


« preſerve me in thy righteous ways, yr 
8 Oy foul defires to love” more anden more? Takes 


Ferns : 


"picks what has been ſaid, it may now Ws : 
pear, with ſome degree of evidence, that 


without religion, or the love of God, our righ- : 


teouſneſs will be. very incomplete. For this 
reaſon we find our Saviour declaring, that up- 


on the love of God, which tis the firſt and 


great commandment, and upon the loye of our 8 
neighbour, joined together, bang all the law 
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the ſame with the words of our text, that to 
keep his charge and his ; 


together in bonds ſo ſacred and indiſſoluble, let 
not us vainly feek to put aſunder; but while 


we endeavour faithfully to diſcharge the du 


ties of men and Chriſtians to one another and 
to ourſelves, let us cultivate love and devotion 
toward our Maker. This will ſhew us the 
beautiful path of righteouſneſs, and make us 


ever delighted in the purſuit of it. This will 


inſpire us with a noble and exalted ſpirit a- 
bove the baſeneſs and ſnamefulneſs of fin, fil- 
ling us with an ambition to reſemble God in 
our diſpoſitions andꝭ in all our actions. Final- 
ly : This will raiſe us above diſturbance from 
outward accidents, and compoſe our minds 
to peace and ſatisfaction in all the various 
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changes and afliQtions of life. e 
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II. We come now to make im provement 


of all that has been ſaid. And 
1. Hence we may ſee how much we are in- 
debted 


the Lord our God. What then God has joined 
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us ſo amiable Aa ts of God-as a 
invites our love. The Goſpel has opened aur 
eyes to diſcern the beauties of his holineſs; it R 
has baniſhed all that darkneſs which overſha- 
dowed the nations, and all thoſe dreadful o- f 
pinions of the Almighty, which were fitted _ 
only to excite terrour in the breaſts of men. 4 
Even at this day, this is the unhappy condition 
| of many people who know not the true God; 
but who worſhip an imaginary deity, ratherbe- | 
_ cauſe they fear his anger, than from gratituc de 
and true devotion; endeavouring to appeaſe l li : 
wrath by inhuman ſacrifices, and many cruel 
ſeverities inflicted on themſelves and others; : 
and thus repreſenting the all- perfect Being as 
| ſabje& to the worſt paſſions of human nature. f 
How little muſt ſuch men know of the. beauty 
of righteouſneſs, and how ſmall muſt be the at⸗ 
tainments in virtue of the moſt improved a- 
mong them! Not but that ſome few men 
have been enabled to break through theſe 4 
clouds of darkneſs and ignorance, ſo as in 


part 


Te 1 
oe SS - 
e 


part to diſcern the perfections of tl 
High, and to hold them forth to mankind 5 
men whom God ſeems to have raiſed up at 
different times to preſerve religion from being 
altogether loſt, and to preach righteouſneſs = 
the world. But it is the Goſpel only, my 
brethren, that has fully enlightened mankind. 

Not only a few eminent _ but all men 
have now acceſs to know that God is love it- 
ſelf, that, prompted by love alone, he crea- 

ted the world, that, from this principle, he 

preſerves and governs it, and that, from 

this principle, he ſent his own eternal 
Son to redeem mankind. To prevent us 5 
from locking upon Him with averſion and 
terrour, He has been pleaſed to ſet forth his 
goodneſs in every ſhape; declaring that He is 
good to all, even to the evil and unthankful ;* 

that He pours his favours upon the fuſt and tbe 
unjuſt ; that he loves his creatures, as a father 

loves his children, and remembers their frail 

| cane ; that he is far more ready to for- 

Sive | 
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or 13 give than to > puniſh; that he invites all men 7 
to turn unto Him and be happy: And, | 
that we may not miſtake the nature of true 
goodneſs as it is in God, we are told that He 
loveth the righteous * in a peculiar manner, 
and that the end of all his doings to men is | 
to make them righteous, in order to their 
being completely happy; but that to the ob. 
ſtinately wicked, who. reject wilfully his ſal- 
vation, He will at length ſhew no mercy. In . 
the ſalvation of the world by the death of our | 
Lord and Saviour, at the ſame time that He I 
bas given the moſt convincing proof of his 85 
love to men, ſtill by forgiving ſin only on ac- 
count of the ſuffering of ſo glorious a perſon, * 
He has given a ſtrong teſtimony to all ages 
that bold and preſumptuous tranſgreſſors, who | 
continue impenitent to the end of their days, | 
will be left to the miſery which they deſerye. 
ET f And this is the true notion of perfect good- 
neſs. Here is an object on which the ſoul of 
man may reſt with entire confidence, but not 
Le 125 „ 8 5 2 4 one 
5 „ Þf ale. | 


one to e tried Ps ob 


this deſign it regards as its own image, and 


will make for ever happy in the enjoyment 5 


of itſelf; but ſuch as oppoſe this intention 
and abuſe the oodneſs of the Lord it will 


leave to ſinal deſtruction, the natural end of : 


their iniquities. As we are not now to ima- 
gine God an angry paſſionate Being, who is to 
be appeaſed by bodily ſeverities and barbarous, 
cruel rites, neither are we to look upon his 
goodneſs as ſo weak a principle, as tobe wrought 
upon by mere importunity, or by outward 
forms of reſpe 
that righteouſneſs only can be agreeable to 
the goodneſs of God, that without holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord. How much then 
are we indebted to this very goodneſs of God, 
which has giveri us the knowledge of the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, where we have the Divine Na- 
ture 
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us learn from n to love the 
and, full of this Divine affeQion, 
charge and bis flatutes alway.” 
2. Confide!1 ing the ing a the 4 | 
vanta ge of religion and true devotion, Wente 
can it proceed that a matter of ſuch momer t 
Is ſo little regarded. —ſo gene alt 
It is very obſervable that many, who beſto' 
little thought and attention upon God an 
his righteouſneſs, never fail to applaud eve 
inſtance of worth and eee 
men. An upright, a merciful, a 
man they extol with the moſt liberal 3 
while the Fountain of all this worth ads ex. 
cellence is not acknowledged, is not heeded 
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for r men to act ſo i in 
ſatisfied with admiring a ſmall ory 
1 he can behold ſeas and the ex! 
tended « ocean? WhO chuſes to confine his | 8 5 


of the ſun's at noon m day? And a yet Poet more : 
ther, * the moſt nee, virtue . ; 
men, to the glory of the Divine perfec= 
tions. Whence then ariſes this inconſiſt- 
ent conduct in men? What can oecaſion 55 
this egregious contradiction ? There are many 
cauſes for it ; but amongſt others this muſt be 
acknowledged not a ſmall one, That the hy- 
pocriſy and- ſinful lives of many who profeſs 
piety and devotion, bring a ſtrong prejudice 
againſt religion. itſelf, and occaſion it to be 
evil thought of, and evil ſpoken of. Our Savi. 
our tells us, that if the light of religion ſhines 
as it ought before men, others ſceing our good 
works, will glorify our heavenly Father, by a 
like holy and religious converſation ; and i 
Vol. II. L ; 
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the light of re 

in darkneſs and ſin, others 
works, will be turned aide from 
| love of God. Our inconſiſtent” conduct, . 
deed, will be no excuſe for thoſe” 

| 3 forſake religion but it will 
vate our own guilt and condemnati 
ſuming then ame and the appearance of ri 
more effectually betray 1 it, than all its moſt a. 
vowed enemies can do. Religion 

| ſuffer greatly by open attacks | upon it; Fo: the 
contrary; it is always ſure to gain by them, 

| Theſe give occaſion to examine into its na- 
ture, and difplay its excellence more full 
But the ſureſt way to wound religion 18 by 
treachery. Its falſe friends are its moſt 

_ gerous foes. Would we not then, my bie- 
thren, incur the charge of ing relltz· 
gion, —of bringing it into diſgrace” an diſre 
pute; would we have no hand im diffunling 
men from the love of it, let us ſhe that we 
ate not mere pretenders; ; that the love of Gd 
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albogs we 48 80 . 
to face? In Him wiſdom, go hel 12 e 9 
no leſs real than in man whom y ve behold; n- . 


infinitely more real. In man they are —4 


—by Him beſtowed, in all their degrees, up 
on his creatures. Do we approve of — 98 | 
men, and ſhall we not much mo ela mire the 


perfect juſtice of God? Do we love a gene- 


rous, friendly man, and ſhall we not more 


ſtrongly love the Author of all generous and 


friendly affections? Do we confeſs that gr 
titude 1s due to our benefaQors, | and'is 


not juſtly owing, in its higheſt exerciſe, to the | 


Benefactor of the world? In God only can 
the mind juſtly reft, when riſing om lower 


to higher degrees of goodneſs; for till there 
is ſomething wanting in all goodneſs below 
Him. Why then ſhould any mind ftop i in 
the midft of its progreſs, and reſt fatisfied be- 


fore it reach the Source of all, the Father 
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7 to. were we to think Him oa 
capficious and variable in the exe eiſe of * 
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-we could not entertain any een love or 


gratitude towards Him; hank; Joy, and en . 


would forſake us, and deſpair poſſeſs us en- 


tirely. On the other hand, if we believe God 
ind and beneficent, Father, ever 
attentive to promote the happineſs. of his 


creatures, diſpoſed to bear with, our weak- 


neſs, and to ſhew, mercy towards our faults 


and imperfections; this, all at once, opens 


to us a moſt delightful ſcene, expels all tor- 


menting doubts and fears, fills the heart with _ 


joy and thankfulneſs, and exites the warm- 
eſt and firmeſt purpoſes of holy and virtuous 
conduct. lt is in this amiable and engagit 
l light that the Goſpel repreſents the amid. 
ty. Bebold, ſays the text, uhr maninerief 


ode the Father bath beflowed upon us z 8 
A 90 ould 55 called HER oY God. 416 g 
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ſtrangers in this world, we ought with firmneſs _ 2 
to eee and 2 N to endure, 


pin was nk e that our virtue 
is expoſed to two kinds of trial,” | pleaſure and 


: 1 en and adverſity. -The firſt 


: by their On als to ſeduce | us Hs A vir. 


tuous courſe ; tempting! us with a falſe ſhew 
of ſomething better than can be found in A 
ſtrict adherence to our duty. The ſecond join 
iſſue with the firſt, tending to render our Joi ; 
ney through life troubleſome and dangerous, 
gar a with the flattering and infnuations of 


ties on every N from the unavoidable 
vents of life, from what we improperly 
fortune and accident, and from the 
tion, the claſhing intereſts, humours and paſ- | 


" of our ee Our bodies are ſi b. 
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kinds; our fortune to the aſſaults o 
,. and numberleſs accidents, un 


ſeen by us, and wholly out of our power. 
Our reputation- is equally | 1 
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envy,” malice. and de 
If we engage in the commerce of the world. 
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3 = 5 E ny et things, as both . 6 d te 
5 ſtroke of death at the laſt. So ſituated, as 
ſtrangers in the world. we are called upon to 
aeeeencounter all this oppoſition, danger and dif. 
„ fo 5 ficulty with fortitude, and to ER: all dre 
ſent calamities a gb e 
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1 | bitual exerciſe of fortitude: and patience, we 
: - ſhall follow the ſame. courſe: of - argument, 
| which was uſed in enforcing the duty of mo- 
deration and temperance in our purſuits and 
enjoyments; and conſider, firſt, What is ſug- 
geſted by the nature of our journey through 
this life; /econdly, By the nature of the dif- 
 ficulties and diſtreſſes of it, and by 1 
' whence they proceed and for what end they 
are intended; and, thirdiy, What we are 
taught by reflecting on the period which 
death fhall put to them all. dt e SS 
455 )) | 25 61510 ; 
Fo Firſt, then; = FIR to be farixfied ofthe 
propriety of exerciſing fortitude and patience 
os - habitually, 
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ly ſuggeſted: to us by the conſideration of the 
natu = of our joutney through life. This 
rmerly found to be an uniform and gra 
dual protzreſs. to higher” and higher degree. 
of virtue; or, in the ſtile of ſcripture, from 
one degree of grace 10 another, till we are du- 


ly trained and prepared for our better coun- 


try in heaven. Our proper employment and 
chief concern here are to render every actio 
as completely right as poſſible, and, in all. 


circumſtances, to keep our minds free om . 


corruption, and diſturbance by- il governed 
paſſions: This can be done only by un 
mitted attention. It. is plainly unwiſe to 
withdraw our care from this one thing need- 


ful, and transfer it to other things which are | 
of a different nature, and not our proper 


ſonable to be exceſſively attached to the 


5 pleaſures and advantages of this vain world, 
it muſt appear no leſs unreaſonable to dread 
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on THE REAL NATURE | 


ET R LM. this vali ought t to > bold'a an Skies rank ir in 
=_ _ our eſtimation of what is good or il, and at- 
5 tract an inferior degree of our love and aver- i | 
1 ' fion. For though we be dilappointed in our 
8 | expectation df the one, and be ſubjected to e 
. other, our principal object and our principal 
work ſtill remain. We may ſtill perform what 
| becomes us and enjoy what really belongs 
to us. Why then ſhould calamities over- 3 
whelm or totally diſtreſs our minds? What 
=o cauſe is there for exceſſive ſorrow and diſ. 
= quiet? Why art thou, my brother, deject. 
it | ed and diſconſolate on account of misfor- 
tunes which have befallen thee? IE thou 
: haſt loſt what appeared' valuable in thine 
eyes, recollect that it was not properly thine 
own; and what is thine own Rill remains 
with thee. Turn therefore thy thoughts: in⸗ 
wardly upon thy own mind. Cultivate the 
important concerns which lye- there; and : 
peace, in the midft of outward diſadvantage, | 
TO ſhall be thy portion. What though other. 
men may try to hurt —nay, ruin n thy. fame 
in 
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other men, but only for thine © = 
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trial, but, when threatened, by difficulty'or * 


inyolyed i in diſtreſs, may Giſcover himſelf to 1 


be as weak and as timid as others. Before 


5 theſe reflections can render a man ſuperior to 


| terrour and wrath and ſorrow. and complain, 


+ ing, he muſt form ſtrong and well-weighed re- 


5 ſolutions upon the ſubject, ſo as to be well 
5 prepared to give danger and diſtreſs a pr 
reception when they come: And when he 
has ſettled in his own mind a juſt notion 0 
that conduct which, in every condition, beſt 
becomes him, then will he find how ho 
the influence of ſuch, ſentiments and reflec- 
tions is. His ſtrongeſt affection will then be 

placed upon his duty; and his chief averſion 


not upon the outward. calamities of life, - = 


% oats 2 
* 2 


but upon ſin and vice, the only things that 


are contrary to that duty which he eſteems - 
above all other objects. How then can af- 


flictions wholly oppreſs ſuch a man: ? It is not, 
ET | OE | however, 1 


ed Ne : HUMAN N LIFE, 
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wever, 10 be gü. unge 


perſons ſhould look upon this as vain talking, 
and that they cannot. "eaſily conceive others | | 
mty and of ſuch ſu- 


poſſeſſed of ſuch magn⸗ n 


periority to that trouble and that diſtreſs, | 
which appears fo dreadful in their own eyes; 


this, Iſay, cannot be thought ſtrange, when 


we reflect how little the attention of numbers 

directed this way ;—when. we reflect chat 
their care is not how they may render every 
ation of their lives entirely right, but how to 


preſent advantage; and that their 1 


fear is Bot leſt they ſhould fall into ſin, but 8 


leſt they ſhould be involved in diſtreſs ;. not 15 


leſt they ſhould be ſeduced to indulge evil 
paſſions, a ſeduction which they may ſhun ; 


but leſt they ſhould be aflailed by wry. ; 


which is often unavoidable. 


But why ſhould fortitude Ny pitibmcs, in n 


the midſt: of danger and calamity, be rec- 


koned beyond our reach. Many examples 
of theſe virtues occur in the hiſtory of man- 


kind; wy is the world now o 8 degene- 


rated, 
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conſent to do any thing, ir improper” or unbe- 


uppermoſt in our thoughts, and res 
direction 1 in every emergency, will commun 


mind a juſt notion of the nature of the Work, 


coming, or to forbear Rr what 1 is rightand 


proper, have cheerfully ſubmitted to the 
eruelleſt torture which tyra lice” 


ny and malice 
Very 


could invent, and all without a groan. 


powerful is the influence of juſt ſeotimentson 
the human ſoul; and to bear always bo 
with us a ſtrong ſenſe of what i is juſt and pro- 


per in conduct, to have that impi e a Ar 


cate a vigour to the mihd which many men 
little think of. It is by preſerving ever in his 


that a great maſter of any buſineſs of {kill 
forms every particular part complete and per- 


fect; nor can he ſucceed" in any other way. 
If he ſhall, at any time, loſe ſight of this juft 
idea, or, from improper motives, be induced 


to deviate from it, he muſt then be ſubject to 
N errour 


form a diſtinct notion of our duty in the 80 * 


5 claiming, when a 


that by flackening the attention of the mind 
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errour difficult to de retrieved.” The caſe is. 3 1 
Aly the ſame reſpecting the er of S a 


. 1 us then, by juſt 


ferent circumſtances of life, and keep it ever 


preſent to our minds. Soon ſhall we experi- 


ence the power of ſuch a principle, preſerve 
our firmneſs' in the moſt diſcouraging fitua- 


tion, and prove faithful witneſſes of the force 
and peacefulneſs of virtue. This turn olf 


mind, when become habitual" and uniform, 
will blunt the edge of all difficulties, ad (2 
diſable them from hurting! us. Inſtead of ex- 
ictions come, or danger 
threatens, © Woes me, for I am miſerable ?” ies 
the immediate reſource of a mind fo well fur- | 
niſhed will be, What is becoming for me 


i. do in this exigency ? ? What virtue does 


« this circumſtance call for?” It i is well known 


to the great object of ordering our conduct 
aright, and thus ſuffering our thoughts: to 


brood over our misfortunes, theſe misfortuties | 


prove 


o 
1 
* 
N 
12 
gl 
nn 


— Pd 
2 


E 
— 
> 
— 
—— 


— 9 
= 


— P 


— 2 


by 8 8 4 - 
* Q oY © WoL op 
m_ —— — — hoy I 4 — 
— 
5 F 


— 


= py — — 
a . aa ach 
_ ** ar +: 7 2 
— 6—— eydatuangtc oa Awe — 


FP 
6ÿIʒ i SAS ou 
— 8 3 8 2 7 As. 
orgs — — 
7. - "09 * a * 
. 
* 


— 


———_—— 


7 : ſatisfaction and conſolation of his heart. E 


U 


_ complaining, but oppo 1 re co 3 
ly afforded of performing actions that are the 2 


ception within him; theſe paſſions are 


be 


trary, by the! Habitadl' attention wy the 1 91 Z 


to do what is right and becbmine % 4 man 
finds conſtant employment; n 100m 15 left fot . 


4 20 oP 


ſorrow and violent anger find no laſting're re. 
d- 
ally ſuppreſſed; his better thoughts often el 5 


2 iii 


the ſtart of them, and make him turn à deaf 


ear to all their ſolicitations. By this excel! 


ent art, if 1 may call it ſo, he opens t to hiniſel 


a ſcene of peace and comfort, where the more 


ignorant can diſcern nothing but a fright. 


and melancholy gloom. Such are the blef⸗ 8 


ſed effects of remembering that Wwe are Han. 5 


gert in this world, and that, duringt the time of zL 


our ſojourning bere, we have more important Z 


concerns to occupy our attention, than the 
15 HO. 

precarious events of the preſent ſtate. 1 
2. To be more fully ſatisfied of the e neceſ 5 

ty and A of exerciſing. patience and 

GE, fate 
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fortitude, let us callfider the aature of the dif- 8 LILY 


ficulties and afflictions of this life, from what 
cauſes they e and for what end wo” 
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pleaſure, or intereſt ſteal i into our hearts, and 
by inſinuation, and deceitful and falſe preten- 
fions, ea d us aſtray q but afflictions aſſault us 
openly and with. violence. The formertry to 
flatter us to our deſtruction, but the latter to 
frighten, 1.1 us fram our duty. The firſt wear an 
alluring. but the others a forbidding and ter- 
rible, countenance; not that they are really 
ſo very, dreadful in themſelves, but they af- 
ſume terrours that do not belong to them, and 


mus oyerwhelm the ignorant and miſtaken, | 


who have not yet learned. to ſeparate what. is 
imaginary, from what i is real. As thoſe Iſracl- 
ites who were, ſent to explore the land of 
Canaan, blinded by their own fears and 
cowardice, brougt ht back the moſt diſmal 
and terrible accounts of it to their country- 
men; thus many ea and timid men, by 
their 
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21 R M. their manner of n and acting un re. 
ard to preſent cala nities, give falſe intelli- 
gence concerning them, magnifying hen 
. beyond all reaſonable bounds, —far beyond 
. the bounds of truth. — telling us how dread- 
aul pain and reproach and diſappointment 
= are; repreſenting them as intolerable, and as 
the undoubted cauſe eee, : 
all who are ſubjected to them. Thus afflic- 
tions are made to look mighty. formidable; ; 
i | | and if we believe the re ports of the diſcon- 
1 tented and complaining, we ſhall ſoon bar. 
5 take of their character, and ourſelves ſoon 
5 gtieve and complain, unhappy through the 
5 fear of evil, even when no evil is near, and 
5 5 - quite dejected and diſconſolate when afllic- 
| tion actually befalls us. But, when we pull 
5 | off the maſk from the hardſhips and calami- 
does of life, and ftrip them of all that is fo. 
reign and borrowed, preſently they appear 
in a very different light; they are then un- 
able deeply to diſtreſs the wiſe man, who 
gives them. no aſſiſtance, and lends them 
no 
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their nature: For what is it that chiefly makes 


afflictions ſo terrible and hurtful to us: ? Even 


our own. opinion that en are the greateſt e- 


vil that can befal us. Thus if you are ill 


uſed by your neighbour, and look upon ſuch 


treatment as a great and ſerious evil to you, it 
will prove ſo in reality; ; it will excite your re- 
ee render you your own tormentor. 
But / if you conſider it as chiefly an evil to the 
injurious man himſelf, and not to you, then you 


can calmly deliberate what conduct you are | 


to obſerve in return; your mind 1s not diſcom- 


poſed, violent paſſions do not diſquiet you, 
and you Kill enjoy. your own Nase, What 


mighty evil then has befallen you? What 


great harm have you ſuſtained? Foun body, 


W 


—your fortune or your fame may haye ſuffer- 
eds but your. mind, the chief ſeat of happi- : 


neſs or miſery, remains undiſturbed. Four 
real Self therefore has ſuffered, little. Th at 
another man has not behaved as he ought. > 
bare done is chiefly an evil to himſelf, but 
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6 * 1 not to you. Ain Me manner, Fb mot 1 


9 alflict you, conſider what is the worſt it can 
do, and what it has yo power to do. It canno ; 
| hinder you from Ain vircuoully ; : for. no 
condition of life can babes this: : And fo 
long as you can and do act righteouſly, 'why 

ſhould you look upon yourſelf as miſerable? 

What ſhould hinder you to be patient Band 

5 contented, ſince your condition affords oeca- 

ſion of exerciſing theſe virtues? But if vo 

regard poverty as a'mof ft miſerable conditio ion, 
then follows fretful repining and diſquiet of 
ſoul, reſtleſs and conſuming envy at the proſ- 
perity of others, and heavy complaints of the 
vanity of the world and the partiality of Pro- 
vidence; then ſhall you be unhappy indeed 1 
and with ſuch a ſtate of mind you ſhall ne er. 
be otherwiſe. But baniſh the fancy that po- 
verty is a moſt dreadful thing,—the cauſe of” 
the greateſt miſery, and preſently you feel 
yourſelf ſatisfied in the calm and content- 
ed ſtate of your ſoul. Such is preciſe- 
1 the caſe with other afflitions. Remove 
1 impatience 


, * 


F along with it. Willi, : 
| ſubmit and Wii | 
to conform our will to this unalterable efta- - Ss 
bliſhment. 80 far indeed as things are "0 
jected to our will, if we, through „ 2 
or negligence, bring calamities on ourſelves, \ 
miſery muſt be the confequence for the 1 8 


we muſt incur our own blame ; and patience 

is no cure for remorſe; Vor can it render men e 
indifferent to the condemnation 0 their „„ 
minds. Were this pradtichble, it would = _ = 1 


highly de tr tive. A change of diſpolitians. © „ - 
from bad to good is the only remedy for this LE 0 BD 
worſt of evils; and when ſuch a change i is. 8 3 1 
wrought, patience promiſes to do, 2 = 
tainly will do, a great deal for our confſola- . 1 
tion. The general order of the world, how- os E 3 1 
Vor, II. „„ 2 ä 1 4 | ever, | | | 8 : - 


ECT » our conduct. Vain un&vietchtd 
41s the attempt to change or ſtop'its'coutſe, 
„„ zeccording to our 


this in the power of men; z but this we cab. 
DE ne and ought not, if we'could].. 
5 then remains for us, but to adapt our defires 
„ inclinations to that which "we'd 
oY. change. lt is better to follow willingly, 'than | 
| . dragged contrary to our inclination; fbr 
. ſo only can we act with freedom, and live haf | 
55 "hip If we, with reluctance and from nebeſ- 
ſity only, ſubmit to the courſe of Providenge, 
ir we chiefly defire the reverſe of what dies 

or muſt happen, we ſhall ſeldom! know! what | 

true ſatisfaction means, but ſhall-be reſtruin- 

| ed, and checked and contradicted i in allow 

BY; ways. Let us never then trouble ourſelves 
| with vain complaints of the hardneſs of our 
lot, which can ſerve no good purpoſe ; nor 
with vain wiſhes' to have it altered, unleß it 7 
be in our own power to do it; but let us al- f 
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that is here 


farther enforced by 


Can wiſdom and 
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raiſe our {circumſtances t 
of eſtate and miſery ' ey 
plied to the/whole of life, and we ſhall do all © 
nded. This is forti- 

tude, this is patience :—And theſe duties are 
conſideration that 
afflictions are of divine appointment: For 
they are neither the | 5 
chance, Which is nothing; nor of a | 
blind neceſſity, which has as little =. 
but are diſtributed by the wiſdom of the „„ 
mighty, who rules in heaven and earth, and 1 
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„ 5 


"x Wits, 


diſpoſes' of every event. God, the Author = 
of all 


„ is the Author of afflitions: Aeg 
can any thing evil flow from ſucha fountain ? „„ 
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"a ow whence hal eee 0 Fry | 
all reſults. A firm perſuaſion of this is the 
deſt and ſtrongeſt foundation and f 
patience. On the other hand 'impatienes, 
forrow and repining, reſt upo fition 
that the world is ill ordered, either that God 
takes no care of it, or is partial in his admin 
ſtration 2: and if "Wwe ſearch accurately 1 
heart · of the gloomy and diſcontented man, we 
ſhall certainly find a degree of this roun 
less apprehenſion lurking within it. For us 
when we think ourſelves injured by any of 
our fellow. creatures, the chief cauſe of out 
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1 


uneaſineſs is our own reſentment of 
Juſtice we meet with; ſo when, in the courſe 


— 


of Providence, we are afſlicted, we ſhall 
find, united with our grief and impatience, a 


— 
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that great 


ing hearts. Surely it is meet to ſay unto — 


4 of „ AIAN - Frovi 
and partial; and thispaſſionis 
very thing that chiefly torments us. Thus 7 
impatience. and exceſſive ſorrow are founded EE _ 
in the groſs imagination, that the Almighty © 
is aojuſtly harſh and ſevere to us—Whoſo- — ©" . 
ever thou art, O man! who doſt obſtinately + 47 
complain ef thy condition, thou haſt yet 70 1 — 
learn the nature of this preſent ſtate, in . 3 
which thou art properly a ſtranger, and thy 1 
connection with a future one, where w = 4 
ly to be found. Thou kb 44 


**ows 
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haſt yet to learn the perfect character of «IN 4 


who rules the Uni- 1 
verſe; for, if 988 hadſt underſtood. theſe. 5 ; Lo 
ently, diſquiet and repining ä 
long ago have been baniſhed from . = 
thy' heart, —Let us therefore duly delibe- | _— 
teous ways of God; To ſhall „ 
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we 3 Nee ace them. : I 
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206 


poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, and follow our FED 2 
divine der with unreluctant # and comply- r 


"er! 


| « « tain them, I will vindicate thy ways ton men, 
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5 3 


* 


＋ 


ox ths 


p Whatever 0 et 1 15 T | PW . 
a 45 Moy ſhall be batisfying to me. "If it 
« ſhall be thy will © to ſubject mie to pain 
« want; or expoſe me the attacks f & 8 


6 "2 malice or r injutce, theſe aue i 


98 


2 


« « Thou haſt bonoured me, 1 en tom 
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« care the peace, 'order and happineſs 6f.m 
« { Own. mind; and by thy grace 1 will mai 


6 « and will not ſuffer the honours of my ſou 


"4 15 32 


6 to be ſtained by unreaſonable paſtions, Do 


. 181 eh. 


| « unto. me what feemeth good in thine e) 


« fill will 7 bleſs Thee and i projſe * Thee w while 7 | 


" 66 have a being. ” It behoves us to conſider that 


ine 


whatever be the difficulty or diſtreſs, we meet 
with, it is the effect of the cloſe and mutu al 
connection of all things in the world, wiſely | 


ordained by the great Creator And ſh all by 
not, when in diſtreſs, patiently bear 10 partial 


| evil, for the fake of that admirable orders of 


the world with which it is connected; and 
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in 


Fence all the good muy we know Proven © 


| a ſeparate intereſt from all? To induce | © 97% 
0 te 30% f better and more becoming part, 5 
: Io us © rer rememby r that che man who . 
a conſents to the order of the world, which - : = 
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— | God hach! eſtabliſhed, and follows contented. ”0©@© | 
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p wherey exever 4 that ſhall lead him, muſt be filled 5 Y . 3 
with 5 high ſatisfaction, flowing from the con- ä 
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ſciouſneſs of concurring heartily with the EE I 


| | great deſigns of the Almighty,. a ſatisfaction” f 2 - 1 ; 
I cb fr orertalances al the handlhipe of ifs OY 


When therefore we are any how afflicted, let F "I 
- FT ſuch refleQions as theſe be ever ready for our =. 


7 | : N ; | 4 


| conſoli ation : — My preſent. diftreſs deckives EE. 


« me. Upon examination 1 ſhall „„ 0 


T © lefs for iidable than it now appears. Be- — 


4 - „ fdes i it is unavoidable ; and why ſhould ” 6 23 


6 make myſelf miſerable, as if i it were the re. 
2 * of my own ba conduct. Ir the doing | _- 


| * of the Lord, and ſhall I1 murmur at his ap 3 
— {| « pointments ? No. let Him G t to me e as ä 
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ON THR 1 AL NAT 


N n „ his He kno n. 
1 8 9 « nitely better than I can know, what is good: Z 


10 lor me in tui, land of my ſajourning 1:1 - © 


_ tion will be farther confirmed | 
in us, 1 conſider fur what, end the Als. 
mighty exerciſes the ſons of men v ith affliß , 
5 tion. - From the known character of the Moſt, 
High we muſt conclude, that affliftionsare.in-.. 
tended for the good of thoſe exerciſed by 
them, and really conducive to promote the 
chief end of their being. No ow, as the chief : 
end of man is virtue and happineſs, to im. 
prove theſe muſt be the deſigned purpoſe of af. 
flictions. Accordingly it is declared, that though 
afflictions are not joyous but grievous, neverthe. g 
leſs they produce the peaceable fruits of rigbie. 
ouſneſs ; and are they not often found i in fact | 
to be effectual i in doing ſo? Nor is it difficult to 
conceive how afflictions ſhould give ſuch. a 
turn of mind as leads to correction and refor- 
mation. Can ſuch things then be in them. 
ſelves evil, whoſe end and effect are ſo good? 2 
Can that be deemed very. bitter whoſe fruit is 
935 „„ 


benefit 'of und E 
drink a bitter draught of afflitions, who fink | 
under them. But to the patient and the 

hey prove moſt 'beneficial. Infteal | 


W or impa- 
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tience; let us remember the deſtination of ca- | 


lamity to improve us in virtue, and let us ap- 
ply aſſiduouſſy to carry on and perfect this 
beſt improvement. Let us remember, thüt 
as hands were not given to man to be idle, 
nor eyes to be ſhut againſt the light, neither 25 
was the capacity of fortitude and patience be⸗ ; 
ſtowed on him to be ſuffered to lye unem-. 
That ſpring of vigour which is in 
every ward mind, and which needs only juſt. 
ſentiments to ſupport and confirm its energy, 
was not meant to be unoccupied ; far leſs to. 
be allowed to fink under the weight of cala-. 
mity or danger, but to repel and fuſtain 
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tion. 80 mall we diſcover. A, magnanimit ity. | 
and fortitude which ever carry their own re. 
ward along with them... So. ſhall; we A | 
firm and immoveable aaa al. he em, rages: of. 
this lower world ; oppoſing ſolidity of judge. 
ment to the falſe and impoſing appearance of | 
preſent danger and diſtreſs; firmneſs of refoly- z 
tion to fear and deſpair ; 3 and calmneſs and e- | 
quanimity to the viciffitudes of buman life, 
and to turbulent and violent paſſions. [This | 
ſhall every unfortunate event be converted - 
to our advantage,—to the improvement t anc d 
perfecting of our nature. i 1 | 
3. To engage us farther to the N of 
fortitude and patience under afflictions, let w 
conſider that death ſhall ſoon put an end to to 
them all, together with our 4 * 
this ſtrange lanldd. 1 


0 «+ : 1110 4 3 


We may juſtly 1 here the PAL kind 
of reaſoning which Was uſed i in recommend. 
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me 
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diele ehjoymitnes, pu though we tine” 
18 10 ope ö any thing better ib 4 future 
woll, render 'modetation our tri "wiſdom 3 
als Mulis"be' emielious; duly ccundered, 
proyes, that fortitude and patience'are in eve- 

ry 0 reſpect beſt for us, and the only certain re- 
mel for i theſe afflitions. But this will ap- 
| pear "altogether unqueſtionable when we add 
to the confideration of the nature of afflictions, 
the farther reflection that their continb- | 
ance is ſhort.” So that though they were 
far greater than they are, yet, as deliverance 
will ſoon come, the inconvenience they pro- 
duce may be the more eaſily borne. The 
joys of this world a are not more fleeting and 
ſhort-lived than its troubles and misfortunes. ; 
To the preſent. ſtate they are confined, and 
with our bodies they ſhall die. While the 
ſtorm beats around us, ſhould we not be en- 
eouraged by the certain proſpect of ſoon 


reaching a a fafe harbour? Let mma do its 
J worſt, 
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rſt, it ca e i : 
it ſhall ſet us at liberty, and out af its A 
reach and power for ever. It becomes a Ohri- 


ſtian, who | is een to. happier ae 2 | 


5 and to riſe © ous of . „wich renewed eee | 


to perform the work of virtue, So ſhall he be re. £ 


| moved s at laſt from al troublesat once and Holy | 


8 of cena + 600 we peace. e be 
feel his journey rugged? Let him reflect that it 
is not long. Are his troubles great? Let him = 


recolle& that they are not laſting. His deliverer 


Death is not far diſtant, and his troubles them- * 


ſelves may be the means of ſpeedily procur Ig 
his liberty, and an entrance for him into 1 
better country, where he ſhall reſt from all 
his labours, and with pleaſure look back on 
the difficulties he has ſurmounted; congra- 


tulating himſelf on his happy victory over 


them all. Soon ſhall he be for ever out of 


the reach of pain and poverty, reproach and 
n envy and malice, ſcorn and con- 
1 bum ; 
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worlt it can do 'redounds Ty his 
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tue, under 1 
nerable in itſelf, and highly acceptable to 
God. He ſhall be honoured with the Divine 
approbation, and th all be admitted into the 
aſſembly of juſt men n made Perfect. Shall we 
not then, like this good man, bear every a] 
pointment of Heaven with willing ſub 
ſion, however ſevere it may be ?—ever ready 7x 
to declare, not my will, O Lord ! but thine be 
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REPENT ye, faidJobn, the forerunner of our 5 xm. | 
chat is, e 


| > the kingdom 0 
kingdom of the Meſſiah and his Goſpel, is at 
band. Repent, therefore, and reform, that e 


may be fitted to enter into that kingdom. — 
to improve the Goſpel of our Saviour, and ful- 


I ly enjoy its bleſſings. The character of thoſe 
2 who are beſt fitted here for the kingdom of hea- 
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mon on this mount, 0 Which the words 8 5 
the text are the beginning: Bleſſed are the 


Poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of b 


ven that is, bleſſed are! the Kune, the > 
modeſt, the unaſſuming, for they are peculi- 5 
arly fitted for the ſtate of the Goſpel. Con- 
ſcious of ignorance, they hearken to its in. - 
ſtructions with a willing and attentive mind; 
conſcious of weakneſs, they derive from it the. 


ſtrength and encouragement which they fland 
in need of; and conſcious of their demerit, all 


their hopes are founded on the Divine good- : 


neſs and mercy, which it proclaims. Such are 
the bleſſed effects of that humbleneſs of mind, 


in which our Saviour lays the foundation of 


the true Chriſtian: N and chsracter. = 


In diſcourſing o on \ this ſubject v we are natu - 


rally led, firſt, To explain more particularly: 4 
and recommend the grace of humility; ; and, 


ſecondly, To ſhew 1 its connellion with the tinge, 
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rate and low opinion 
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pride and conceit. 
1. The int is 

eſtimation 

extenſive 

man, to indulge any proud thoughts 

acquirements. He knows that the 


edge puffe | 
Wl noctifieth pride. When the humble Chriſtt. 
an reflects on the vaſt variety of opinions 7 
| Vol, II. RN | - . 1 
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—— — =- 


; though. quite C 
dictory to each other, they have all been 
firmly believed, ond. obſtinately . 


e; he finds cauſe to diſtruſt his 
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own: dee and to think moder 
of the knowledge of which herfanties 


poſſeſſed. For how can he flatter | 


With avoiding thoſe | anderrours into 
which his fellow-creatures have ſo . 
fallen ? A.review 95 the revolutions of. 


derate a Fa thoughts of his own 1 


ledge and wiſdom, In the early 
prejudices take poſſeſſion of the 
are entertained for 


what appears more juſt and true. But upon 
ſtrict enquiry we ſhall find t 


eſe better ju 
gine them, we have been often * and | 
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of himſelf prevents: the man 
of an humble mind from entertaining con- 
tempt or diſdain for any of his fello 
tures who may appear leſs knowing, or whom 
he may fancy leſs holy; than himſelf... 23 5 
2. As the humble mind does not ti 
ighly of its own wiſdom or virtue, far lefs 
does it think hig! of itſelf on account of 
any external g of birth, or r rank 
or Amd or po 


thing excellent or really amiable. However ö 
abſurd all ſelf-eſteem, and ſelf-preference 
founded on ſuch circumſtances, undoubtedly 
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id that the ſlight mir 
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pride and vanity on account of them. "Yor 
to all ſuch overweening. ill. grounded no- 
tions of impottance, the humble Chriſtian p 1 
a ſtranger; not 
value of ſuch thin 83, the nature of which he 
beſt underſtands, but from real dignity and 
ſuperiority of mind. Mere Frords wn mew | 
miſlead the jud 5 
now under ee affords hes 
of this: For we find ſome men ſo exceedingly . 
miſtaken, as to confound the character of the 
ed i in the e with 


= * 


that which i is meant by the common n enpretl- 


-, 


fion of poor or mean ſpirited, an 7 made 
uſe of to mark the perſon i in whom indolence 
is ſo prevalent that no conſideration can rouſe 
him to any vigorous exertion or the timid 


* 


creature, who trembles at the appearance of . 
danger, and, to avoid it, declines engaging in 
any action, however worthy, that may ex- 


poſe him to hazard or the man ſo weak in 
reſolution 


7 ready to entertain 'a childim 


" igniorance of the real 
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z. preſent, FDA ed ſtate: of ma Kind. . 
5 S he diligently ſearches it, and finds to his com- 
VV fore that it not only marks the evil, but 
rovides the remedy. He 
compares the one with the other, 
and ee the propriety and perfection 
5 | of the remedy, he aſſiduouſſiy applies it for his 
5 own benefit. The man of an humble mind, 
1 | adores the goodneſs which the Goſpel exhi- a 

bits in its great deſign of ſaving and reform- 

ing men, admires the wiſdom of its plan for | 

bringing this noble deſign to a happy conclu- g 

ſion, enters warmly into its ſpirit. and. i in 

his ſphere, exerts his utmoſt diligence to pro- 

mote its ſucceſs, —chiefly. by his attention to 
his own correction and inſtruction in righte- 

| | ouſneſs. Exhibit to the proud the deſerip- 
a tion Which the Goſpel gives of mand: 
they believe i it not, becauſe i it 18 CO! xtradiC | 


to their own vain conceit ; nor can they i 
induced to beſtow a ſerious thought on the 
ſubject. They that are whole need no pi. 
an, and they who think themſelves whole 
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their pride conceals from their obſervation rt 
the manifold defects of their character and a 


and miſery which it 
proclaims them to be: 
and naked; that is, ignorant 1 
y; corrupt and miſerablmſeee. 

On the other hand, the humble-minded | 
know themſelves.— their own demerit and 
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defects; hearken with faith | 


and diligent attention to the inſtructions of the 5 
Teceive, with the warmeſt gratitude, 


ce and | which it offers; and, OM 
- and entire confidence, accept of the E 

encouragement” and aſſiſtance, which men 
ſtand ſo much in need of. Thus h 
moſt eſſectually prepares the mind for m : 
bracing the Goſpel cheerfully and entirely, © * 
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jured, haſtens to take vengeance; be would 
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dicates it, by making the perſon ſuffer 


whom he is offended ; and in the blindneſs of | 
His paſſion, he commits an action, which in 
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his errours, prompting: him to new exert ons, 
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purſuit of holineſs, till having gradually ad- 
vanced from rength to frrength, 225 5 50 
at laſt before the Lord in Zion. 
This diſpoſition, then, Jets | ſind ä 
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the diſciples of Him who was meek and lowly. 
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T is no ann argument that a cauſe i is 
good, when the objections againſt it, on 
full examination, appear to be in its favour. 
Truth can never ſuffer from a fair enquiry; 
but, on the contrary, muſt gather ſtrength 
from it, and triumph over oppoſition. It is 
from partial obſervation only; that objections 


againſt the truth ariſe ; and it is remarkable 
that 
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poſite ſide- Thus the wiſe methods ans Sd = 


_ mankind to "tn aa aki have. been 
interpreted as arguments againſt the exiſtence 
of a Providence. The moral government f 
God has been tradueed and accuſed, for 
| thing that ſhould exaite our admixa· 
tion. The 1 and e akne , 


But its authors have been guilty of this 'evi- 
dent miſtake, that they have taken it för 
granted that the characters of ſuch men 


"OS. have been equally good. if f they 


had not been unfortunate whereas, in 


ä fact it is often in conſequence of miſ⸗ 7 


fortunes and afflictions, and the; good in- 
fluence which theſe have „pen the heart, 
that a fair and virtuous character is attained 
and confirmed. For misfortune; may Ihe 


-eankidered; as, one, of the Parents af vinue; 


0 eee eee ebe And 
this! conclufidh''is; determined by certain ex- 
perience by the experience of the moſt ac 
aurate obſeryers of human nature. Solomon, 
one ef the wiſelt and moſt; accompliſhed {pi- 
rits the world ever aw, gives his teſtimony to 
this truth on many oceaHOn -i teſtimony 
the more -unexceptionable, as he was N 
only the wiſeſt, but the moſt experienced of 
the ſons of men; Perhaps we ſhall not find 
etvils againſt Providence than in the caſe of 
this prinoe, who ſeema to have been no leſs a 
monument of its wiſdom in his life, than hewas 
a deſender of it in his writings. He was a man, 
to all appeuranee, good and virtuous, fur- 
rounded wirh all the bleſſings of proſperity. 
Here one ſhould think, was an equal and juſt 
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loſt the esp his people, and was 
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That it is better to go to the houſe of mourning 
than to the houſe of feaſting : Tat by ale 
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better. And from fimilar.. experience; the 
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directed, not only may but — run 
out aon ceſs; and then, and then only, they 
become vicious. Our paſſions are various: 
and if we would ſecure ourſelves from vice, 
we muſt keep a guard upon each of them, 
and that conſtantly; for doing Which, the 
ſedate and thoughtful man Venen) bel * 
qualified: And to form that character is the 
happy effect of afflictions. Such a man looks 
around him in the world, and obſerves care- 
fully. the vaſt variety of ways by which it 
works uron or © inclinations, and the great 7 
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(=P we are in this world our paſſions will remain, 


7 —ſtruggling to get poſſeſſion of their ſeveral 
objects. Not a day paſſes, but ſome of theſe 
8 objects preſent themſelves, watching as it 
were for an unguarded hour, to ſurpriſe and 
conquer our virtue. And how many of theſe 
unguarded ſeaſons do unthinking men afford | 
them? No wonder therefore that vice ſhould 
prevail in ſuch men, on whom its miniſters 


have ſuch inflience. Vnleſs we have revoly- | 
ed in our mind. (which 3 is the operation of the 


ſedate and thoughtful only) the nature of this 
world, the variety of its temptations, and the 


many different ways in which theſe work upon, 


and excite, our deſires, we can never be pre- 
pared for them; but will yield to their impulſe, 


and follow them into all extravagance. Indeed, 


ſuch is the diſcipline which all paſs through in 
their youn ger years, and ſuch the experience 
© they gather (though in different degrees) 


of the conſequences of certain actions, that, 


- ſome e men of all characters learn ſell. 
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the man of habitual thought and reflection, 5 
(Which afflictions are intended to promote) 
e h mind an impreſſion,” that every 


eee paſſions within bounds. 

It is remarkable, with reſpect to all tempta- 
tions whic h. endanger. our ne that the 
mere knowledge of their nature is more than 
half way to victory over them. For the way 
they get the better of us is by impoſture and 


falſe pretenſions; and to diſcover and lay o- 
Pen the im 


6 „Which reflection alone can 


1 = 1 2 12 N do, 


ry about. With them 's; 2 7 


on in life will eyer preſent | 
b e him. He therefore | expects | 

them, prepares to meet them, and 4 eollects 
all his frrongth to conquer them and keep his 
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| a well. nich 2 em of all | 
wv force... But perſons of a. Might, thoughtleſß, 


lowing ideas are conſtantly impreſſed upon 
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monly foſter- 
ed by proſperity, are caught with firſt appear- 
ances; and being ill fitted to/ſtriptemptations 
of their diſguiſe, they give fullſwing to paſſion. 
Reaſons,—grave remonſtrances, are too dull 


and ſlow to touch men of this diſpoſition, and 


ſprightly motions of inclination and appetite. 
When ſuch men run into any. vicious exceſs, a 


which they can hardly avoid, the very beſt 
excuſe they have to offer is, that they act- 


« ed raſhly and without thought.” But how 
ſhameful is it for a reaſonable creature made 
for thinking, to ſay in vindication of his folly, 
that he did not think in time to prevent 
it. The conſiderate man, on the contra- 
ry, is accuſtomed to previous reflection, and 
thus ſaves himſelf from ſhame and con- 
demnation. When paſſion begins to ſtir 
in his heart, he immediately takes the a- 
larm, and checks its firſt emotions. The fol- 
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wean — te is poſſible FEI meet with 
« unjuſt, ungrateful, ſelfiſh, or contentious 
men, who may provoke my reſentment and 


« indignation. Objects may occur tending to 


_ * excite ambition or avarice in my ſoul, or to 


« ſoothe me with falſe and flattering pleaſure. 


“ Conſcious of my ſituation I will conſtantly 
* keep a guard upon my heart, that none of 


*« theſe things may ſeduce me.” By this pro- 


vident and attentive diſpoſition, he takes ef- 
fectual care that temptations ſhall not carry 


bin lids quien oma ens WE, 


ways acting virtuouſſr. 
One of the chief dangers ho, aka our vir- 


tue is expoſed, ariſes from the pleaſurable. 


ſcenes of life, and the allurements of ſenſe and 


yoluptuouſneſs, Theſe, with an infinuating. 
and apparently beautiful air, approach the 


mind, and would perſuade us that nothing 
but happineſs can enſue from yielding to 


ſuch enticements; though in truth the 


greateſt of all miſery follows in their train, 


but is hid from the heedleſs, gay and un- 
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Buy obſerving what 


| they are ſo requiſite ani 


accuſtomed to trace th 1e con Rach eds 


ing to their deflres; ; they are cau abt Frith" the | 
fair appearance, and impllcirly "follow" the 


bent of inclination, not ſulpeetii de anger or 
evil, where every thing Teems ſo ſo engaging. 
aſſes in ce oll We 
ſhall ſoon be perſuaded that theſe are the pet⸗ | 
ſons moſt. enſlaved by ſenſuality and vicious 
pleaſure; ; never thinking that they are ff 
taken, till that full ſtore of ſhame and unhap! 
pineſs which they have laid up, Oy 
convinces them of their folly : [82199100 1 
Shall we then complain of alflictions; when 
d uſeful for correcting 


this diſſipation of mind? It is the ſedate and 
thoughtful 1 man only, who fees that, By in. 
dulging i in pleaſure, he may at laſt degeherate 
into, a debauchee, that by gratifying anger he | 
may! becomeafury, thatby yieldingtofloth and 


intemperance he may prove a fot. ' Such he 


knows are the conſequences of gibi ing way to 


the impulſe of appetite and patſio on. This 
knowledge is his ſafety. He has within him- 


ſelf 


on rut eee 


ſelf the foundation f all cell. command, to 2 
wit, a firm perſuaſion. that all en yjoyments of | 
ſenſe or paſſion are inadequate. to the juſt de- 
fires of his ſoul, and incapable of giving him 
full farisfaRtion, In this world, where paſſion 
is apt to mix itſelf with every thing, to gloſs | 


over the natural form of objects, and preju- | 


dice the mind in favour of what it ought to 
diſdain and reject, none can preſerye their 
minds undeceived and unenſlaved but the 
ſedate and conſiderate. None of an oppoſite | 


character are capable of ſuch ſtrict examination 


9 objects around them, and ſuch ſeyere queſ- | 
tioning of their own deſires, as are neceſſary to 


count working « of appetite and paſſion. 
Even ſuch thoughtful perſons may—but the 
thoughtleſs my/{—be impoſed upon: And it 
deſerves to be farther remarked, that giddy 
and inattentive perſons are not only carried to 


vice by the violence of unwarrantable paſſion, 
but eyen, by their miſmanagement, ſpoil 


the good affections of human nature. Under 
their guidance, compaſſion and mercy degene- 


„ " rata 


2 I 
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rate into vices; for each paſl 


ERM. | 
| in them. engroſſes them wholly, and breaks 


conſidering that this world is.crowded: with ö 
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I that, cif with- 


forth 1 in extravagance. and exceſs. In ſſhort, 


temptations which, daily operate 0R,,0ur 
paſſions, we muſt be convinced that no m 


can live ſecure from vice no man can r. 


ſtrain his appetites and paſſions within rear 


ſonable bounds, but he whoſe. ſpirit is come 


poſed to gravity and attention; and whoſe 


| underſtanding is ſatisfied, that God never 


meant men to find true enjoyment in the 
gratification of ſenſe and paſſion, in the 


pride and pomp of outward greatneſs, or in 
the empty applauſe of the world. 1 
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III. AFFLICTIONS, by means of a 6 
and conſiderate habit, which they produce 


and confirm, tend to ſtrengthen our e | 


with fortitude and conſtancy. 5 
It has been already ſhown, that the only way, 
in which afflictions can ſerve for our improve - 
ment, is by producing this attentive diſpoſition i 
. 


* 
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— and tl 
ence of ſuch a temper of mind, conſiders this 
world in its proper point of view, as a ſcene 
herd he is not to expect a great deal of ſatis- 
faction fri 
thing' he knows , much calamity and diſtreſs. 
Since this is thi preſent ſtateof the world, itis 


ſurely wiſe and moſt defireable to poſſeſs a diſ- | 


poſition « dor 0 ponding to it; and if we cannot 
have the world to our mind, which is impoſ- 
ſible, to adjuſt our minds to the world. And 


this compoſure and ſedateneſs of heart is ſure, | 
15 * that frame. which is moſt in tune with 
itwar ſtate of things, and conſe- | 


quently will Poe a conſtancy. which can- 
not be ſo Wenn affected or confounded 
by afflictions as A thoughtleſs diſpoſition, 
which is not moulded for the purpoſe, nor 


141 


prepated to ſuſtain them. 8 As a perſon, of of 


a ſedate mind is aware of the Hlipperineſs and 


At a TTY under the LS 


om things around him; but, for any 
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uncertainty of all human enjoy ments, and - 


| = 


of his ſubjection to diſappointment, he will of > 


courſe be ever on his guard. The leſs high- 
1 __ ſtrained 


298 o On or AFFLICTION. : 


SE RM. "Arikneh opinion we form of any ſort of hp N 
—. pineſs, the leſs ſhall we be in danger of ſuffer. 
ing by the loſs: of it-; and whoever makes 4 
low and moderate eſtimate of the utmoſt he 
can enjoy from the world, (if heerrs at all) 
errs on the ſafeſt fide ; and in the. iſſue of 
things, whatever it ſhall be, will have no rea- 
ſon to repent the lowneſs of his expectations. 
It is matter of juſt obſervation, that thoſe men 
of all others are moſt ſubject to diſappoirit- 
ment and diſcontent, who ſet out in life 

with high and confident hopes of happineſs ; 
men whoſe paſſions are extravagant, and 
whoſe expectations of pleaſure or profit from 
indulging them are of the ſame nature. For 
any ſudden tranſition from happineſs to miſe- 
ry, or, what amounts to the ſame thing, from : 
vehemently expected happineſs to diſappoint- 
ment, confounds and overſets the ſoul; and 
the ſtroke is ſo much the heavier the leſs it is 
foreſeen. - But, on the other hand, they who 
are aware of the worſt they have to fear, who 
look on this world in its true light as a 
ſcene | 
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ſcene of diſappoint 
and hd? by this juſt vi 
derated their attachment toall its enjoyments; 


uch men, I ſay,” muſt, by che warineſs of 


their Conduct not only” be in a fairer way 
than others to eſcape afflictions, but alſo 


muſt feel a much leſs violent ſhock from ſuch 
7 paſs through 


as they cannot avoid. The 
the world; as a man would do in trav elling 


through a country not perfectly known to 


him; of Which he carries along with him a 
map or delineation, in which is marked down, 
not only all the highways he 1 is to purſue, 


but alſo all the hy- paths he is to ſhun. It 


is for want of ſuch. a map or ſcheme of life, 
that we ſee, multitudes of men ruſh. headlong 
into the world; who, ſoon loſing g the high- 
way of. yirtue, .ramble through all the errours 
and pexplexitzes of vice, and are of courſe inyol- 

ved in all its dangers and miſeries. It is fore- 
ſight, therefore, and anticipation. of evil, that 


are, the beſt proviſion againſt it, the beſt prepa- 


ration for ſupporting it with conſtancy and 


x | fortitude, 


Cl 
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w of it, have mo- 
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„ force: And though it muſt appear obyi- 
| ous to every one, that none but perſons of 
; a c compoſed. ſpirit, and habituated to. reflection 
: are capable of this foreſight, which is neceſ- 
ſary to arm the mind with conſtancy and | 
firmneſs; yet it is a certain fact, that the 
| greateſt part of mankind. can. hardly he | 
brought to a habit of reflection, till perſonal, 
experience of diſtreſs and misfortune perſuade 
| them, or till the view of numbers ſuffering a- 
round them produce that happy temper: = 
5 And this,i is the very uſe for which the afflic- | 
1 tions we ourſelyes feel, or Trees os ; 
fering, are intended. | 
The man-who diſeiplines. bis mind-by W = 
| ing his thoughts familiar with affliction, while 
yet at a diſtance, is in the proper poſture of 
defence, and in little danger of being diſcon- 
certed by it when it actually comes. But of 5 
this diſcipline the thoughtleſs and giddy. are 
utterly incapable. Whenever a perſon. of a . 
date and compoſed ſpirit, beholds any of his 
5 fellow- | 


— 


« preſent lot of humanity ! 10 Nr I fatter 
8 * on that Tam certainly to eſeape ir. Let | 


6 ininterrupted worldly happineſs. | 
« Surely: there is a courſe of diſcipline, which 
may include affliction mere or leſs, which | 
God has aligned to me, as well as to every 
« other man; and ſhall T not undergo'it with 
« cheeffulneſs? It were vain; ſhould I try it, 
« to oppoſe the will of Heaven. It were im- 
« pious, as well as fooliſh, to contend” with 
« the wiſdom that rules the Univerſe. ' My 
« brethren are ſuffering on all hands around 
me; how unwiſe then, and unreaſonable, 
would it be i in me to ſit careleſs and en - 
* cerned amor 'exempted — 1 
from the common fate, and had walter „ 
think 1 ſhould continue all my days a ſtra nn, 
ger to diſtreſs? May, therefore, every extra - 1 
vagant deſire, ing ill-placed affection be | 

* withdrawn 
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ideen don my; TI Y | 
n ar, ole trials, which, ſooner 


bring upon me for a diſcipline to my ſoul. 


The man who thus exerciſe 
in circumſtances of proſperity, with theſe 


poffible future ſufferings, puts himſelf in far 


the beſt poſture of defence againſt what ſhall 


really befal him. And as a familiar view of 


afflictions, before they come, has great influ- 
ence in ſeaſoning and fortifying the mind a- 


gainſt their approach, ſo theſe affſictions, when 


they are over, and nobly- endured,” confirm 


the heart againſt all future aſſaults. Thus it 


appears, that the man whoſe mind is com- 


i poſed to gravity and attention, and inured to 
ſerious and juſt impreſſions of human life, is 


beſt qualified to ſupport its hardſhips with 


conſtancy of ſpirit; as well as to conquer its 


temptations, by reſtraining his paſſions within 
proper bounds. Would we then b ſufſicient 


- 


for this taſk, we mult call in every wunder- 


oN THE oss or AFFLIGTION. ng 1903. 5 
ing and extrayagant fancy.; 5 and, by froquent 32 . 
and careful reflection upon the variety of IN 
temptations, Aan eee our paſ- 
fions, and the changeable nature of all things 
upon earth, obtain a clear conviction that le- 
vity and careleſſneſs are not fit for this world; 
and thus compoſe our minds to an habitual 
attention and en for every event in 
lie,. Attitgeg l 5 1 1 255 31+ 
A 4 te Mo to e our 
hearts into tender ſympathy and kind * 
tion towards our fellow- creature. 
The preſent comfort and E of men g 
Genen much on the exerciſe of mutual kind- - 
neſs. We are not made. for ſolitary. enjoy- 
men nor are we in any role, Saen for 


ard nk the: | alfltange of, others 5 
and for compleat enjoyment, we need their 
participation. For this end the Almighty, has 
endued us with principles of good will and 
ſympathy, towards each other. BY. theſe prin- 
ciples ; 
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e and to relieve che ober | 
tances;then, art moſtk b e 
to theſe Soll principles? ie gener 

calm prin riciple of love to mankind, , rogettier” 
with reaſon its friend and ally, is not — 
match for thoſe paſſions that are connected 
with a regard to our on intereſt. The mo- 
tions of the laſt are violent and headlong, 
too often break out into action, and produce 8 
their effect, before reaſon and benevolence car 
exert their influence. For an aſſiſtant to 
theſe, our Maker formed the heart of man o 
pity, and ſympathy with the pains and di 5 
treſſes of our fellow. creatures, exciting us to” 
uſe immediate endeavours for leit ne 

By hearkening to the voice of pity wi thin u us, 

we accuſtom ourſelves to do good; and to im- 

prove and frengthen the general 7 principle of © 

good will to men. In what circumſtances,” 

rho are > men beſt diſpoſed to hearken to this” 
PHD TRE” | Voice? 
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6 oe 


1 to, and feel * the wants and | 
1 of their fellow-creatures? ER 1 s nör che 


have had perſonal ee 23 Pais and 
row, that we learn to give a compaſſionate 


attention to the ſorrows of other men? He 


who has himſelf taſted of the bitter cup of | 
is moſt al uredly the beſt diſpoſed to. ; 
feel for 2 brother involved T like diſtreſs ; 7 and 
the man whoſe heart thus owus the influence 
of ſympathy and kind affection, he it is who 
haſtens to the relief of the afflicted, and adrmi- 
niſters conſolation to their ſorrowful hearts. 
As] it is a difficult thing to keep our minds 
pure and untainted during an uninterrupted 
and long coutſe of proſperity, 12 
tuation, we are leaſt of all apt to think of the 
condition of "the .diftr en at 


Vor. II. . med 


5 BF ATION: 27 


9 405 fatal, ext] wages co . 


ca larly, 10 contempt. of. their tellow-creatures, 
' when, every, thing ſucceeds, according to 


their wiſhes. When they have been thus 


e ea 

ſeduced, by deceitful images of f happineſs, 
into. the by ways of vice and folly, God who 
knays, their weakneſs, often deprives them 
of pleaſures that are dangerous, and: which 
won; in the end ee fatal. Ne, acer 


N 


| amp bony in hi way, * to » op: a \ choughtleſ 
and. . guilty ( CAFEET. 5 5 and thus. reſtgres che | 
influence of ſympathy in their ming .anf 
teaches them from FERFJSncCe to. RR as 8 | 
diſtreſs of others. EE 
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88 uh and diſtreſs, ben, in the hand 
of God, evidently tend to reſtorę or imnegye 
the beſt feelings of our nature; nor does our 
bountiful Creator, from changeableneſs, or 
from « defect either of power or goodneſs, ever 
loſe fight of the true intereſt of mankind. 
Can He who planted love and kind affection 


in our breaſt be deficient in (Jorg Pang: 
Can 
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des d be involy ed in diftrefs and calamity 
vithout' Gauſe Rds K m 
"The" Word of G 64 Himſelf particularly 

corficths” all that we have ſaid concerning 

the uſes of affliction· There we are inform: 

ed That though many are the affliftions of 

the righteous ; yet the Lord delivereth him but 

| of them all. Hat our light affliftions, —light 

in compariſon, Shall work' for us a far more 

exceeding. and an eternal weight of glory +. 

| That all things work together for good to them © © 

F who! Tove God : j—And that though no chaſten- - 

1 ing for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but 

2 HOO s afterwards it Jieldeth the peaceable 

TW fit of righreouſneſs unto them that are erter. 
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immortality to 
light through the Goſpel. 


N OTHIN G can exhibit a grander ſcene to 


the human mind than the doctrine of a 
future and immortal life. It not only enlarges 


1 
4 


our views, and extends them beyond the nar- 


* 


row and contracted bounds of the preſent un- 
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certain. ſtate, to one that ſhall be everlaſting ;_ 3 


but aſſures us, that there the foul f ſhall find 
1 on ſubject 
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dal verbs in eee rags in N and 
in true happineſs. As it muſt aſe the ſoul. 
with the deepeſt gloom and / ee ee to 
think that all its hopes are confined to this 
mortal ſtate, and that after the death of the 
body, itſelf ſhall be no more; ſoit muſt afford 
it the higheſt joy to be aſſured, that the preſent 
ſtate is only the infancy of its being, the place 
of its education for a better. a paſſage to 
heaven, where its chief happineſs is to be ex- 
pected. For this comfartable doctrine we are 
| chiefly indebted” to our holy religion, which = 

has brought life and-immortality w light; not 
in a faint and obſcure, but 1 in a clear and po- 
fitive manner; ſo. that all men, learned a d 
unlearned, may diſcern and be . of : 
the truth of 1 it. 3 An. ell 
But as every doctrine of 115 Goſpel Re | 
foundation i in nature and reaſon, fo. the doc- 2 
trine of immortality. will, on examinatiqn, be 
. e reaſonable. e marks of 1 its 
truth. 
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No doubt God might have 2400 every 7 
thing at once perfect and finiſhed, ſo as ta 
be incapable | of any change to the better. 
But it may well be fu ppoſed, that this would 
have been A much leſs glorious work than the 
world : as it is at preſent. It would have con- 
ſlantly preſented the ſame dull face of things, 
with6ut variation in themſelves, or pleaſure 
to the ſpectators, after the firſt view of them. 
Cod has not choſen to make the world after 


ſuch a faſhion; : but has judgedit amore beauti- 
1 4 ful 


nt 
S A fyl ſpeatgle, 1 more gs; of Hi 
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T elf 
lead pp. his works gradually from their, ohs 
ſcure original, to higher and higher. degrees 
of firength and beauty. Andi in fact we find, 
that, i in the ordinary, courle, pf. nature, Eyery, : 
thing, beginning at a ſlate of ſcarce percep. 
tible exiſtence, paſſes through 2 variety of 
forms and intermediate ſtages, and; rripes 
at length at ſomething which is the top and 
perfection of its nature. We ſee with p ea- — 


| ſure, in the inanimate world, a conſtant i inter | 
change and ſucceſſion of appearances, which 


generally tend to produce ſomething noble, 
and out of the common rank of the matter, 
from which they ſprang. | In the animal e crea- 


| tion, we ſee ſurprizing adyances made by crea- | 


tures, from hardly any being at all, to life and | 
ſenſe and motion of various kinds, to a ca- | 


| pacity for ſociety, and for living under, re- 


gulations, and even to conſiderable degrees. 
of memory and reflection. Fr rom ſuch appear- 
ances ſome have indulged the fancy, that 
brute « creatures were to be exalted t to a higher 
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One king deſerves . attention on 
this ſu 
are ſome creatures, reptiles and inſeQs, which, 
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after having crawled a while upon the earth, 
ſeem to grow ſenſeleſs, and to loſe entirely the' 
little life they had ; and yet from this ſeeming 
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death. — this pauſe and interval of exiſtence, 
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they ſuddenly emerge into a Pig life; | | 


4 „ * 


and, inſtead of crawling on the earth, ſpring 5 
up A 
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ject, That we know for certain there 
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VJ faculties iſipted to cher tiew ſtate of volt 
From the® meannefs of their fiſt con dition, 
they are, by the interventibn of à Kind bf 
death, reared up to the rank (of derlal beings. 
Such obfervations, however minite” ſerveth 


they thar there . geber barer Proms. 
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God, by which they are carrie 
led up. by inſerifible degrees, t61 make Ke a FONT, 
figure, arid to appear with more —_— 
and importance in the wörld And it 10 fo 
improper to mention every circumftante, or 
the ſmalleſt, that tends to give couhtebane os 
the immortality and future elevation | of "the | 
ſoul of man. The fame Tod, who inal bis 
other works carries on a Plan by wh ich he 
conſtantly i improves and exalts them, apa 
doubt act conliſtently therewith i in regard to 
a being of Tach 1 importance as man. It is by 
ſhewing that a general law GK 2] 
ene through me e of God, that ſich f 


' obſervations | 


lan acends. „ en e eee 
rl thas paſſes thaowgh « mond: asp 


; ing variety; of ſcenes. Nis progreſſion through 3 
) theſe, is alwoſt inſenſible. From appears 7 

, ances, meaner than, many other animals en 

4 hihit, he riſes at laſt. above them all. At firſt 

; A helpleſs infant, deſtitute of the fainteſt trace c N 
> of reaſon, and} intelligence, without the ſmal. 5 
. leſt, frength of body er light, of mind, he 5 
ſtruggles up, though ſo unpromiſing, and „ 

a comes at laſt to be the lord of all other crea. | 

| tures. :—And after all this, after he 1s raiſed 

I f high, muſt he: ſtop and go no higher, al- 

c though plainly, ſuſceptible of elevation? 


Why alli this mighty appearance, if iti is to 
be ſuddenly, and irretrievably blafted ? We 
cannot juſtly admit the thought that God 
will ſuffer this; — that, after man has arrived 

a 


fer * to fall hort of thoſe higheeal a} 5 
of which he is phinly capable, and to drvþ a * 


gain into norhi g. 


of human perfection here, in 
the glory to be revealed A eld | 
ftate'of infancy and rudeneſs.” We appear to 

haye an original And dern to (0 *foththdti 
vaſtly greater, and we are encouraged to en- 
tertain the hope of it by the Plan eſtabliſued 
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Hh Tris eee MES confirmed; by 
attending to the nature of the toumbanfiſend 
and its various powers, principles-and-affee- | 
tions; for by this attention w hall find 
cauſe to conclude; that theſe were not given 
us * nn a view to be exerciſed on the 
material 
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ſoul is in its Labſtance, of a ſpiritual 
3 fy oy at liberty. to follow i its Na 
| it catches, like fire, at objects 
off a, like n 1 with itſelf, and «aſpires. at 
ſoopthing thr: abdye this world. It is in con- 


ſequenoe of its union with the bod. y, that its 


affections are daun towards ſenſible and 
worldly. things; 


2 


quite another light. We learn from experi- 


by ceunſtant attachment to them, it may con- 


tract an averſion to every thing elſe, yet theſe 


ſame beloved objects but ill anſwer the fond 
homage! paid to them, and never yield the 


miſled and wandering mind that ſeeks it in 


them, any real or folid ſatisfaction. Sen- 
üble things firſt tempt by deceitful appear- 
ances and pretenſions, then pleaſe for a time. 


while chotjeceptigiramaiis 7 and at laſt end 


0 were this union to be diſ- 
ſolved. theſe, things! would appear to it in 


„ that though the ſoul may be poſſeſſed 
with the love of ſenſible things, and though. 
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| PEAR that engroſſed the altections of "the fout 


that the earneſt deſire of the foul at 
pineſs cannot be ſatisfied d the 


Loierhing 1 is till wanting to give it compleat 
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for a time, becor e the odjedts of its dil difgutt© | 
and other pleaſures malt be ſought oat, Bat 

becauſe they are better, but beexule hey 
axe new. Thus experie aceabundanily be : 
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ſtreams of earthly ple Cit i e onal 155 
Place a man in any Ration this woda i 2 
afford, le it be ever ſo glorious and mägn a: | 
of royalty; 3. let him have e ry K 
gratify ambition or the love of pleat ths ez 138g 


him have a multitude. of ſervants to miniſter 8 
to him, and let all his undertakings proſper : | 


ITOEELY 


Vet it is not poſſible, inthe nature of things, 
that this man” 8 ſpirit, if it has no object 
of a higher kind, can be truly happy : x Be- 
cauſe, as the Seripture expreſſes it. that 
which is wanting cannot be numbered. "Theſe 
are not the genuine nouriſhment of the foul: 


oi 


Tn. + enjoyment 3 


enjoyment; and that combi 0 * 
os ord by the geared affluence of ſecula 


20 There j is a natural ambition in the 


8 1 which no object of ſenſe is adequate ta 


| auc ;, and whenever it it bs drawn off by ſuch 
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objects, from purſuits more worthy of itſelf, 


1 &4 {4 . 


fad diſappointment i is the conſequence. What 


2 


the ſame vain purſuits: anew, this proves only 


their ignorance o of what is truly good, and 
their want of judgement and application to ſe- 
cure it. That diſpoſition which the mind of 
man has to go forward, is indeed for the moſt, 
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unh appily exerciſed on ſenſible. an | 
worldly objects; and whenever this takes 


place, it is. evidently the reverſe of what 
ought, to be, and what God originally intend- 
| ed. Such i is the d diſcord, Jarring and miſery 
which i it produces. : F rom all this it follows, 


. 


that this preſent ſtate could not be intended 
as the only, or as the natural, proper and 
chief reſidence of the foul of 0 ol man. We can- 
dot concaje, thay the mee would have 


once 


though, notwithſtandiog. this, men repeat 
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form an the Wait fob ſuch a8 it is, * F q 


\ en t to colifirie its 'exilicnte” ta L's 


1 n "RES *. 75 he re 

jj 7˙ yenrOpon earth. Y "Had this Veen bis inten. 

ö 8 tion, wWe 12 * 800d d ground > conclude, that 

1 PM he would have formed us in ſuch a annex 8s 
„ 1 make it po poſſible for us * be < tent Lal 

| happy, for ke few years, with ah t in 88 

1 „ this world could afford. But as the contrary 3 5 


, we muſt jadge that the powers and a 

ctions of the foul v were given with a 1 

| a higher ſphere of action and a fate where 

| true and certain Happineſs might be attained; „ 

| and where a continual progreſs towards per- 

| fection might be ſucceſsfully carried on. 
1 i That progreffion in which the mind takes 
1 fuch delight, is a fri ng intimation that the 
- Almighty intended us for it. Every one who 
is given to thinking muſt reflect, with peculidt | 

joy and felf Congratülation, on any adyanges 
he may happily have ma ide in Tolid a nd 5 * 
ritual Improvement; and Took” forward, 5 5 
tranſport, towards the Preafure Jets awaiting , 


him in the unſeen regions of -ſciente a and Mir. 
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five capacit acity 
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Who can 


defites of the: foul; Ibis is ; cert 


| HatisfaRtion and thus this obſerva- 


ken the argument: we have: been: inſ 
vet, on mature deliberätion, it will be found 
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wy he foul 6 ſo . a ir, mor can it, ar. 
rive, in this world, to that height of 
1 een, and e ag: ar ir had mor 


nity ſhall be afforded. 


how far * | powens.of the 
human mind may be expanded, 


we find in the preſent ſtate? A few partieu- 
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* 0 0 in 101d ; and the perfecti ) 
man virtue 
certainly be obtained hereafter, in a more fa- 
vourable : ſituation. The body, the preſent | , 
habitation of the ſoul, from! its dependanes 


n 1 Wise "me AY height IEG 


of khowtedge" and virtue ; but it cannot'be 
bald klar Ay eder tchohdd che nil 4 Gali. 
daries f either. The knowledge of "whit 
the m Und is capable 18 unlimited; but to fee 
m „ 5 _— branch _ it here, is the work 


n of Rü- 
> here, falls far ſhört of what may 


Wa td things, and being ſtrongly affect- 


ed by thetn; is an evident obſtruction tö thlge 
foul Inn its purſuit of knowledge; and a weight 


bending down its E beende endeavours 
after perfect virtue 


born än send and virtue, beyond what 
the greateſt or beſt of men have here attained, 
or ever could attam, may not tlie ſoul riſe 
hereafter, when delivered from the incum- 
brance of the body and ſenſible things? 
But how -w ſmall is the improvement of far 
* 2 7 the 


ds us hel. 
not /opptrtinty ”s take in all that 


To what a height, then, | 


3 


principles and rules of our duty; is not 11 


a r a e ſlew" pit have n 
"What ſhall we ſay then? ls it at all probable | 
chat God would have endued men with capaci- 
4 es dextenſive; ; and at che game time have tied 
them down. to a Ration, in Which it is -impoſ- 
ſible they can ever come to their full perfec- 
tion, or carry improvement to its full heiglitꝰ 
The juſteſt ſentiments of the Divine Nature 
force us to reject ſuch a ſuppoſition, and to 
entertain the joyful hope of afuture reſidende 
for the ſoul of man, perfectly fitted) for its at- 
taining full and complete virtue and happi- 
tiefs, - Even moral knowledge; which com- 
prehends that of true happineſs, with the 


n neee 5 and yet it is then 
irtu. eee ee For wir- 
tue and knowledge, or ſound wiſdom, keep 
pace exactly with each other: Vartue is a 
reaſonable thing, and unleſs: founded on clear 
. eee, principles, loſes i its nature and 
generates into blind afſegion, or a kind uf 
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ture ſtate of exiſtence. Can we belidve, then, 
that at the very time when nature, the work of 
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ens df humän foul,” of the patdiiof the - OI. , 
ſenſible and out ward objects. with which'it 0 
here correſponds, and of the many ways in bh 


which it is liable to be affected by then 


Nay, to rails virtue to its greateſt height, 3 
riedpe of Nature i in general; —0 h her 
genius .and character and end, is neceſſary. 


But the preſent life of 


f man is far too ſhort 


9 


and hi ſituation il ſuited for ſo large an ac- 
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quiſition, | This was fo ſtrongly felt by th 
moft ii proved among the Ancients, - that 
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| they were wont to declare that the fall and 55 | 


true fo m of Virtue' ftill cluded their moſt. an- „„ ; 
xious ſearch; that, though continually in | | 
purſuit of it, they could diſcern only au im- 
perfect x ; but they hoped to obtain 


the diſtinct and entire view of it, in ſome fu. 
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"God 4 00 begun to open on our rſouls, their eyes 
N F 


— 7 
. x ? F- * Rc 2 : 
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2 Topal wen e. 155 e once 
never to proceed farther? Can we im agine that 
the Almighty will act i in this caſe, 0 unlike 

what He appears to be in the reſt of 15 wor cs? 
| Will He check the progreſs and advancement 
of: the ſoul, blaſt all its hopes, and break what 
| may be called the promiſe of its nature? Or 
may we not more juſtly conclude, that the 
preſent ſtate i is not the only or the proper re- 
| fidence - of the human mind, but merely! the 
firſt ſtage of 1 its exiſtence, where it is to learn 
the rudiments of true wiſdom and. virtue; 3— 
: the place of its education, , Where the foinda- 
tion of its farther improvement is to be laid, 
and ſome progreſs actually made in 1 it much 
in the ſame way as. the firſt years of our life 
5 here are an education for 19 4c of | K as 
5 ture age? | „ 1 
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r ſtates, which ithe witch. of nity ni eas . 
* FT there hagalyays been. in their original conti 2 


7 tus {oma fende corruption, Which grew 7 

; he ini ite, changes to which 

; | governments. are able, nor though they 

| could, is it in their Power to take effectual 

5 meaſures for preventing the bad con ſequ ences 

a A may;flow from them; ſo ĩt ſeems to be im- f 

5 poſſible to form and eſtabliſh ſuch a a plan af , 
- government here, as ſhall laſt for ever, and PP. 
| beſt promote the welfare of ſociety. | Noes 5 : 

uten X 4 not. 
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which the preſent may be-a 
tins "os Oat ene Fontiely 
rol nation, ſhall be 
tabliſhing ſuch a form and or 
ſhall beſt ſecure its important eee 
happineſs of- pH, nodes the n i 
direQion and guidance of the Almighty;;the. 
the right receivingandim provement of which 
they ſhall then be better fitted 7 are 
now, by the culture they haye alreadyſunder - 
gone here, the diſcipline throu ahnte, 
haye paſſed, and particularly by; thei 
ance, from the body, and 
ance on all material ob} 
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place in this world, we muſt concli 
future advancement and- perfection of ne 
fhallbe- the effect of his "TR ience, under 
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will be greater than that 3 1 
to the different meant of experience they fall 
eee they ſhall” 


17 
5 


at. This muſt occaſion dif- 


he inhabitants of lieaven, but no in 
point of reathappineſo. The minds of me en can 
vt in the why” 


government 1s neceffiry ; and all 2 — : 
requires a difference of order and rank; and 
f men will be 1 ecuted 
by the promotion of the mbſt perfe&t and de. 
"MF among them to the higheſt honour” 
and preferment. This is entirely agree 


the exiſtence of gane — affords Cefn 
tion of its continuing, if no good eee 
be found to convince us of the conttary. 
holds true with reſpect to inanĩmate ain 
and much more in the caſe of the human 
fout : And the only appearance that ges be. 
caſion to doubt of its future exiſtence is the 
death of the body, which breaks the ſolibs 
correſpondence with this preſent world. But 
that, after this ſeparation, the ſoul ſhall'enjoy 
exiſtence in another ſtate of things, appears 
from the progreſſive nature of the works of 


higher rank3-and that by r means ot 


0 — e ap- 


eee is, Tharchis dn cannot 
communicate to the ſoul that true happineſs 
which, in a more favourable ſituation, it might _ 


certainly acquire; nor, in any ſyfficient mea- 


9 red tee capacity eb r p wit. 
cieties bers ever arrive, nor can the 


their nature 4c a. and forms Wn; 


wackere All this, co! 


.evident;thatim man ee, a en Gr. baximd 
any thing here below, and a genius that aſ- 


pires above the clouds; and to deny him the ho- 
1 nours 


intended Gr tho Wee aud beer 
ven, and ſhut them up, by miſtake to pais tha 
whole courſe of their exiſtence in the-datk. 
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ortality. But though e 
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ments, but numbers deſt benden 


ness. Inthe preſentdegeneracy ofman 
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che eile they could pretend zo haye to become. 


members of the heavenly ſociety is forfeited 
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l Amed hn e ane ae 
n6' unclenm thihg enn enter the kingdom ef 
heaven! Their claim to the future 
* menen of bg 2 


lution was teroved. / Le ſu ſurely would never 
have wade ſich a fad, proſtitution of his on 
7 , anTof the pure bleſſedneſs of the hea- 


by 
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thy even of the mean 
earth which they now ins 
habit? — Wen had tet little reaſon to 
flatter thetafelves with thoſe kigh hopes, when 
they refſettediipon their core deg 
on the Cottttath, thi ey con | 
ed if the” Alkighty had eee wr dee 
höld in the world, "degraded merk 
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be be elld'he fone of Oo, and if lt 


and virtue, and to communicate to us a tie 


in n the world, are Door ere aph to . = 


God manifeſted his be to us, in ending 1 
Son into the world, that we might live tk IT 
Him, who hath brought life and imm 
light clearly and fully; and bath become 1b 

Author of eternal ſalvation 10 all we e. 
heve a and Tobey Him.” He has Coy 1 F new 5 


„„ „ Phila #8, : 


ir this, that we, who were enemies, ſho 


4 fudden and unexpected cha ge'of 
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then heirs, heirs Us EY it beirs wp a 
Chri N, for whom we Lock as our 8 Saviour, © who 
all change our vile body, that. ir may be. 2 
fhioned like unto bis glorious Body *. th can 


FCC 
ints this world to renew our nature and dus. 
te 


lify us for heaven, by reſtoring us to pu rity 


to it by his own merit. We who 1 were, 'by 
our own fault, without God and without hope 
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cover o our forfeited claim, unleſs by the þ 
thod which He hath preſcribed, —unleſs y we u- 


can expe this pres alin,” are wok to- 
compliſhec without own and LORE 
mined, compliance. with 2 2 
bel of Jeſus Chrift. We m 


; 7 


niformly adhere to the imitation of his exam- 
ple and to the obedience of thoſe laws of ju- 


ſtice, fidelity, charity and mercy which He 


requires at our hands. Diſtinctions in this 
world, a great name or great poſſeſſions are 


not the things which will regulate God's 
f choice of men. He is no reſſ pecter of perſons. 2 
Thoſe men, whoever they be, who ſincerely _ 


love their Redeemer, who fear God and work 
righteouſneſs, — —theſe will be accepted of Him. 
Such perſons only can ſay, Our converſation, 
our country, our habitation 1 is in Heayen,” 
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thing, great and intereſting, every; thing that 

awaken their attention, or toueh their 
.» The, outward ſolemnity with: which 

_ judgement: ſhall; be attended, and the 
univerſal pettait atioft of ature Which ſhall : 
precede it, may indeed ſtrike on imagination; ; 
but the. thought, that then our eternal ſtate; 
by an unalterable decree, ſhall be detet. r 
mined, is what muſt ine and engage eur ſoils. 
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are all furniſned with- powers and faculties 


ſuffieient to taable them to puiſue it. Man 


then is Hot the only ſuperfluous and ſupemu. 


@ random without any rule or meaſure of bis 
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2 « of his nature? By what i n he 
2 learn the rule of. life preſorib X Tp 5 un 
40 Who ſhall aſcend into heaven to 
4 law from above? Who ſhall deſcend tc to the 
3 deeps to fetch it thence 2 Fo or this word 
ts very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth \ and in 
thy heart, that thou mayſt. know ae 15 
Maker has. been ſo careful of the cauſe of 15 | 
| tate in the human mind, that (with the Sracl. 
ous aſſiſtance which! is promiſed to the upright | 
and ſincere) thy Conſcience ſhall, in every 
inſtance, declare unto. thee what actions are 
beſt, moſt lawful and becoming. For all its 
dictates conſtantly. refer to ſome  ſuperiour au au- 
thority, and warn us of a certain law, accord- 
ing to their conformity or diſagreement with 
which, our actions ſhall be pronounced. good 
. or evil. Theſe dictates repreſent God as the 


Supreme Ruler and Governour ol the world, 
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Saen hy be bf to * ach For of our 
conduc f is reviewed by Conſcience, as Gods 8 
vicegerent in our foul; and a previous 7 Te 
ment paſſed v upon it. Tt we do well, then . 
are we approved; and if we do evil, then i s 
ſin charged upon us. This judgement it is 
impoſſible for us to avoid. —Whenever v we are 
guilty of any crime, although no man be wit- 
neſs thereof, —although we. dread no human 
puniſhment, yet our own heart doth not fail 
to condemn us, and tell us, that if God be - 
wiſe and good, he muſt confirm. this ſen- 


tence. : For ſuch a erime we are filled with 


horror and anxiety, and tremble at the fore- x 


bodings of a future puniſhment. In vain 
therefore, Ofinner! doſt thou attempt to ſhake 
off the yoke of Conlcience, and filence that 
voice which terrifies the guilty ſoul ; ; in vain | 
doſt thou endeavour to harden thyſelf againſt 
theſe ſtings and arrows which Pierce through | 
the hearts vl the wicked. Thy Conſcience i 18, 
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A _ wich any — 1 
and condemn thee im ever f 


3 ſh hi 1 daga From ro bund and com. 
make itſelf tobe heard; 
jereſt reſt and oomfurt m 
*thy ful, it ſhall inceſſantly reſound im thine 
ears: + There is no peace, faith the Lordi unto 
the wic ted. Thy conſcience thall riſeupara 
witneſsagainſt thee and furniſh the' proof and 
evidences, upon which thy final ſentence 
"ſhall be pronounced. For when” thy* own 
| heart accuſes thee of diſobedience and tel 

_ greſfion of the law, —of unjuſt,” vicious an 

immoral actions, may not Almighty 3c d 

unto thee: Out of thine own mouth will I 
"3 Judge thee, thou wicked ſeiFaiit; and ti 
5 equitable ſentence which" thy Cong 
1. paſſes upon thee in thy boſom? and which 
1 thou endeavoureſt to conceal in darkneſs, I 
* will Sondra and yo openly before all 
66 the 
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may pretend, they pd 0. | 
ns it to the belief of others, when any | 
thus repreſent the Father of mercies, who is 
good unto all, and whoſe tender mercies art u. 
ver all bis works, as an arbitrary tyrant com 
follow any courſe of action, which is not'fo1 
our preſent happineſs and welfare, but, on the 
miſery : And, when we conſider, that virtue 
3 * with the Divine will, and an 
imitation 


dhe ſeth of — b af 1 
er . Her ways are ways of | 


ſantneſs; and all her paths are peuce l. The 
in heart hall be filled with bis own 
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ve of one cour — ant adp 
of the bn „And if we know an 
at all about God, it is this, 
and-averſion muſt eee keen ee 
| ion; | But whatever is reaſonahle and agree- 
able to God muſt he happy, vatevet: is hot 
pends upon the inward frame and eonſtitution | 
ol the mind, this always take place. Evenin | 
this life, in proportion to a, man's virtue and 
goodneſs, he enjoys happineſs, tranquillity 
of ul, and ſelf᷑ ſatisfaction; and according 
to the degree of his guilt he will, on the o- 
ther hand, be miſerable, diſcontented and 
effects of virtue and vice upon the mind: 
And were this world more perfect and uncor- 
5 {xupted; all ene circumſtances vous 
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ee een and happy. Indi vice | 
diſgracafule retuh | and contempuble. But 
inſteaßk of this, the ſquls of god men are at 
preſent united to ſinful bodies, which give riſe 
to many low: and ſiaful appetites, that. clog 
and weigh daowi the mind when it aſpires and 
-riſes. towards any pure and ſpiritual enjoy- 
require to be daily ſuſ- 
rained; and for their fuſtenance muſt depend 
upon extetnal things; with regard to which, 
all things bappen alike io allmen. There is one: : 

vent to the ripblebut and the wicked; and by this 

- the” alflitiviis and difficulties of good men 
may be greatly multiplied, As we arè inti 
© mately connected with other men; from them 
ve muſt expect to ſuffer inj uries in our fortune 

and reputation: - By all which adverſe cir- 
cumſtanbes, our virtue may be often ſagger- 


ed and ex poſed to the moſt rude trials: And 
| although ſuch hardſhips may be proper fut a 
i A diſeipline and education, yet they 
ty. | plainly 
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tial: 


i. reſcue your ſouls from their bondage po the 
. feb, and vindicate them to their native lber. 5 
9 you ſhall then enter upon the full an : 
_ undiſturbed poſſeſſion of that Happineſs which 
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is peculiar to a virtuous mind when approved © 
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by its. Creator. | The divine flame of 1 virtue 

and goodneſs in your boſfoms has hitherto 
been ſmothered and kept down by. ſenſual ar and 
bodily affections. But whenever theſe groß : 
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impediments are removed, it ſhall blaze forth, : 
and aſcend, with its native vigour and bright= : 
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Künne forever keep filence, but will come 
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nd wil, | ſpeak out. He will clear away all ex : 


tern nal ine umbrances ; and then the character 
of "thy: own wind and the conſciouſneſs of the 
Beds! favour, and that alone, ſhall make thee 
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35 Fon the certainty: of 2 v1 Judges 
ment we have the moſt expreſs and pof ive. 
deelatations of God in his holy werd; and rHis 
not only in direct and clear affirmations; ſuck 
as that in our text, and others which we hive 
mentioned; but the whole ſcheme Ef Chriſtir 
anity is fbunded upon tlie certainty of a ful 
ture judgement, and witli that muſt ſtand or 
fall. Thoſe rewards and puniſhments which 
hall then be diſpenſed; it every where ſets hben. 
fore us, and enters into © moſt mitute und para 
ticular deſcription of the nature eircuma 
ſtances and eonſequences of this judgement. 
As, firſt of all TI at there is a purtieular day 
| determined . My: eternal Po of God for 
p | 27 8 26. * this 
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% 


purpoſe; For Goa bath, Faul, dg TTY " 
ate dee ee e eee 2 1 
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God all the dead ſhall be raiſed to life, tha Þ 
they may appear in perſon. The hour, faith ' © 

our Lord, ir torking, when all that are in their: 

gruves ſhall bear his vvite; and ſbull come furt, 2 
they that have done good to the eſurreltin of - - 
| thut bave' done evil to the reſurs = "3 
nens and ine | : 


to the. Son 1 . 
fied. Him. with eee 2} 
- Judgement frat * Ghrift; Hh ſhall. ft; an 

the throne of bis: glory g That upon each 

man, thus raiſed and ſummoned before 

tenee {hall be paſſed determining him to a 
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ment, He will ale: to every man Ccori 
0 his deeder- ee an | 00 


and immortality, eternal his But unto "0 | 
that are contenitious, and do not obey the truth, 
| butobey unrighteouſneſs, indignationand — 
tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of nan 


that doth evil ; of the Few firſt, and alſo of the 


Gentile ; but glory, honour and peace to every 


man that worketh good, to the: Few firſt and al. 
fo to the Gentile: For there is no reſpett of per- 


| fons with God * That this ſhall be tranſact. 0 


ed in the moſt open manner, before the uni- 


verſal e of angels and the whole u- | 


man race; There is nothing covered that all 
not be revealed; nor any thing hid that /hall 


| not be known: Whatſoever ye bave ſpoken in | 


darkneſs ſhall be heard in the light, and that 
which ye have ſpoken in cloſete ſhall be pro- 
claimed on the houſe tops f. — That all this 
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*. to 4 full 3 and ſatisfaction 3 *. R KM, 


of all preſent ; Then God will convince ungodly 
finners M all their ungodly deeds which they 
have committed, and of all the hard cher. 
which they have ſpoken againſt Him *. Then | 
every knee ſhall bow and every tongue give glo- | | 
ry to God, and aſeribe ſalvation and power and 
wiſdom to the Lord Ged Almighty, for true and 
righteous are his judgements. Thus do'the 
ſacred volumes deſcribe that ſolemn judge- 
ment which all men muſt undergo ; and what 
is ſcattered in ſeveral places you may collect 
into one view, in that circumſtantial account | 
which the Judge Himſelf gives us of that aw- 
ful day,- as recorded in the Goſpel by Mat- 
thew f : When the Son of man ſball come in his 
glory, and all the boly angels with Him, then 
Hall be fit upon the throne of his glory. And 
before bim ſhall be gathered all nations ; and 
He ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a 
ſhepherd divideth his Jheep from the goats: 
And He _ ſet the ſheep on his _ hand, 
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SER F on the left. "Then ſhall tht King 
NA 


ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye blefſed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the fouridation of the world. Fur I 


_ was an hungred, and ye doe me meat : Twas 
' thirſty and ye gave me drink I was, a ftran- 
ger, and ye took me in naked, and ye cloth- 


ed me: 1 was ſick, and ye viſited me. I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me. Then ſhall 
the righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when 
ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee 2 or 
thirfly; and gave thee drink ? M. hen ſaw we 
thee a ſtranger, and took thee in ? or naked, 
and chthed thee ? Or when ſaw we thee ſich, 


or in priſon, and came unto thee? And the King 


ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto them, Verily T fay 
unto you, In as much as ye have done it unto 


one of the leaſt of theje' my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. Then ſhall he ſay unto them 


on the left hand, Depart from me ye curſed, 


into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 


his angels. For I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me no meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave 
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me nb drink, I war a ftranger, and ye took 
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not © fel, 


and in priſon, and ye viſited me not. Then 


ſhall they alſo anfwer him, ſuying, Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an bungred, or athirſt, or 
a firunger, or naked, or fick, or in priſon, and 
did not miniſter unto thee 2 Then ſhall he an- 
fewer them, ſaying, Verily I ſay unto you, In 
as much as ye did it not to one of the leaſt of 
theſe; ye did it not to me. And theſe ſhall go 
away into everliſting puni, i/ſhment : but the 
righteous into * eternal. | 
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. 3 EM are led by ſuch ſtrong ar- 


guments from reaſon, and ſuch poſitive decla- - 


rations of ſcripture, to believe that theſe things 
ſhall really happen, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be in all holy conver ſation and god- 
lineſs ? Thou art not ignorant, O man ! what 
it is which can ſcreen thee from the woful 
effects of this judgement, and ſecure unto: 
thee a bleſſed ſentence. Thy conſcience will 


inform thee, that it is fin only which can ſe- 


44 = nn 


oN A FUTURE JUDGEMENT, 


parate betwixt God and thy ſoul; and' that 
true holineſs or virtue is the only thing which 


can render God, through Chriſt, favourable 


and propitious. Now, therefore, is the time 
for thee to be buſy and active. Now muſt 
thou furniſh and adorn thy ſoul with ſuch a 

diſpoſition, and ſuch habits of virtue, as ſhall 
ſecure unto thee a bleſſed immortality. Thou 


flattereſt thyſelf, perhaps, with ſome fond and 


. deceitful expectation, and preſumeſt, becauſe . 
thou now enjoyeſt many inſtances of thy Ma- 
ker's goodneſs, in common with the reſt of his 


works, that therefore the Lord will not be 


thus ſevere to mark iniquity, and will ſtill 
continue to bear with ſuch diſobedient ſub-. 


jects. But remember that the time for ho- 


nouring God and working out thy ſalvation 
| ſhall ſoon be no more. Is it not proper then, 
thinkeſt thou, to be forecaſting in thy mind 
what reception thou ſhalt meet with hereaf- 
ter? Is it nothing to thee whether thou ſhalt 
be happy with the Lord of all, or driven out 
from his preſence for ever? Come, my breth- 
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ren, and- examine yourſelves, whether vou 


have behaved, as God has required you, to- 


wards Himſelf, your parents, your children, 
your friends and your enemies. What offices 
have you ſuſtained in ſociety? and have you 
faithfully executed them? What good have 
you done to men? What bounty have you 


ſhewn to the wretched: 2 What generofity 


and mercy'to the injurious ? What corrupt 
paſſions have you reſtrained? What pleaſures 


have you rejected, rather than do a wrong 


thing? And what example have you ſet be- 


fore your neighbours ? Can you ſay You have 
walked in all good conſcience before God ? 


Could you ſtand before the tribunal of your 
Redeemer and Judge, and aſſert that you 


have done ſo? The judgements of the Lord 
and his threatenings ſhall be infallibly exe- 


cuted againſt tranſgreſſors. Why then would 


you expoſe yourſelves to them? Why would 
you reject all ſerious reflection till they come 
upon you, with irreſiſtible force, and over- 


whelm your ſouls : ? Would it not be wiſer— 
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ON A FUTURE JUDGEMENT: 


Sem ore" any oil dil this ?—t0- reflec. 


ſeriouſly on the judgement which Chriſt will 


certainly pronounce againſt the obſlinately 
wicked? that you may be nen to ſhun, 
with care, the paths of vice which lead to 


endenden. Thou deceiveſt thyſelf, un- 
happy man! whoever thou art, who, not- 
withſtanding the threatenings of thy Lord 
and Judge, doſt perſiſt in che habitual prac- 


tice of fin. Becauſe "judgement is not immedi. 


_ ately executed againſt thee, therefore thy hea 
3s ſet in thee to do evil. Fooliſh as thou art! 
doſt thou not confider that the long ſuffering 

of thy offended Lord ought to lead thee to 

_ repentance? and that mercy rejected will re- 
ſign its charge to unrelenting juſtice, and 
convince thee, when too late, how ill-found. 


ed and fallacious thy hopes of eſcaping with 
impunity are? Think not to thyſelf that the 


Redeemer will always bear with thee. He 


ſhall at laſt appear as the Judge of the world, 
attended with all his angels, and with the 


moſt awful folemnity pronounce the ſentence 
of 
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of 8 nk all who bear nad God, of . 


and obey not the Goſpel. Then ſhall the 
wicked and ungodly ftretch forth their hands 
and bend their knees in vain ; and, with de- 
ſpair in their hearts, call on the mountains to 
cover them, and the hills to fall on them ! 


| Tusk events furely Jaſons our moſt ſeri- 
ous reflection, that we may be prevailed upon 
to forſake our fins while it is not too late. 
But notwithftanding the energy with which 
they are repreſented to us both by reaſon and 
Scripture, there is cauſe to apprehend that we 
are too apt to ſuffer them to paſs unnoticed, 
as if we were not concerned in them. Per- 
haps even now their impreſſion is too faint ! 
—perhaps the ſpeaker is not affected by them 
as he ought !—May God Himſelf compoſe 
our minds to ſerious reflection, and engage 
us, in this our day, to mind the things that be- 
long to our peace, ere they be hid from our eyes ! 
that when our Lord cometh, we may be re- 
ceived Song the joyful company of his faith- 
L 4 ful 
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ful followers, and enter into poſſeſſion 
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regoing diſcourſe efta- 8 LE 


ment, we now proceed= -- 


4 


II. To enquire what influence the belief of 
this ought to have on our practice. And,— 


In general: If it be ſo certain, that God 
fhall judge the righteous and the wicked, 
| | then 


the certainty of a future judge. 


3 
| LOSS 1 


— 


ry 
** 8 


1 
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8ER RL. . a matter of great con 
XIV. | | 
us all, to have our hearts, at all times, deep- 


ly impreſſed with this awful truth. The 


28 


ON A FUTURE JUDGEMENT. 


thoughtleſsneſs and e of mankind 
with regard to futurity are moſt ſurpriſing; 


* 
. 3 ts 


their hearts are ſo much engrofſed by the 


love of preſent pleaſures, and their lives ſo 


deyoted to the purſuit of them, that they 


mind nothin 8 elſe. While they profeſs 1 to 


believe, that they muſt ſoon die, and after 


death muſt be judged, they behave in the 
mean time, as if their lives would never have 


judgement. Could men indeed, by careleſs- 


neſs or want of thought, poſtpone theirfatal 


an end, nor their actions be brought into 


hour, and diſappoint the inexorable King of 
terrours, their conduct would be conſiſtent | 


and of a piece. But let us look as lofty as 


we will, and aſſume the moſt ſtately air of 
indifference, this aviil be the end of man that 


ic born of a woman. In ſpite of all, death ſtill 
expects us; and every moment, with ſilent 
though certain ſteps, advances towards us. 


7 $ 


4 


We all ſtand upon the ſhore of that eternity, $2 


into which we muſt ſoon plunge ; and the 


next wave, for ought we know, may waſh us 


from ourflippery Ration. Ill then does it be- 


come thee O man! to be careleſs and uncon- 
cerned about an event in which thou art ſo 


deeply intereſted, Acpording to thy charac- 


ter at the hour of death, ſhall be thy doom 
at the day of judgement. Wilt thou not 
then hearken to this, and fear for the time to 
come? Seemeth this unto thee as an idle tale 
in which thou art not concerned, and which 
ſhall have no influence upon thy ſtate? Re- | 
gard it rather as a truth of the laſt moment 
unto thee; in compariſon of which, all others 
are trifling and inconſiderable; and let the 
whole of thy behaviour, —let all thy words 
and actions declare unto the world, that thou 
art a man who really believeſt that thou 
muſt render an account of thy conduct, and 
that God _ e ag IE: and 4 : 


wicked. 


Ir 
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Ir this be the habitual opinion of our ſouls 
and the ſupreme and governing principle of 


our life, then will it not fail to produce the 
beſt and moſt ſalutary effes, —firft, Upon 
the inward frame and temper of our hearts; 


ſecondly, Upon our opinions concerning exter- 


nal things; and thirgly, Upon our W 
towards our Rllow-men. e 


e bebkE/cfcnFuiliva lhe 
produce the beſt and moſt ſalutary effects, 
| upon the inward: frame and N * our 


In the firſt ids If we are to he NE 
for all our deeds, we ſhould never act but af- 
ter the moſt ſerious and deliberate conſidera- 
tion. If we view the lives of moſt men, we 


ſhall be apt to conclude that they lead them 


not only without any reſpect to a future ac- 


count which they muſt give of them, but that 


they are even little ſolicitous about the conſi- 
ſtency of their preſent behaviour with their 
own reaſon or intellectual principle. They 


*S 
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live as it were at random, al alin to the s BR *. 


paſſion which at the time prevails; and are 


driven impetuouſly towards this or the other 
object. But wherein, my brethren, does man 
differ from the brute creatures? Is it not chief. 
ly in this, that he is endued with reaſon or un- 


derſtanding? And what is the chief excel- 


lence of this noble faculty, but the capacity | 


it gives us of conſidering our. conduct before 
hand, and forming a regular and conſiſtent 
plan of action? While therefore we act in 


that wild and incoherent manner, do we not 5 
renounce the privilege and diſtinction of hu- 
manity, and fall down to the level of an infe- 


rior ſpecies ?—At leaſt we live like men who 


either diſbelieve, or have forgotten that they 
ſhall be judged ; whereas, he who is habitu- 
ally influenced by this awful truth, will ſet 


before himſelf ſome great and virtuous ſcheme 
of conduct, - will confider well of every 


action, how far it will interfere with his 


great end, or how far it will promote it ; and 
he will neyer venture on any one which ſhall 
| not 


365 : | | : 
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At nd tunde tie mine — hie an 
not render him a better man and a better 
Chriſtian. Much therefore, my brother, does 
it import thee to deliberate, while it is yet 


time; and to thinkwhat thol art doing · Whilſt 


under the blind dominion of any violent and 


headſtrong paſſion, it may ſeem a ſlight mat- 
ter with thee to commit any unjuſt, malicious 
or wicked action; a while perhaps thou mayſt 


enjoy this golden dream; but in the mean 


time the peace and order of thy mind are 


broken, and thy conſcience unheeded marks 


every ſecret fault, every hidden tranſgreſſion, 
as with a pen of iron and the point of a dia- 


mond; and will at length affright thy guilty 


ſoul, by reſounding the horrible catalogue in 
thine ears. Then ſhalt thou be aſtoniſhed at 


| thine own depravity, and amazed to ſee how 


the ſtrength and vigour of thy ſoul have been 
blaſted and poiſoned by ſuch ſmall and incon- 
fiderable beginnings of wickedneſs. When 
once the actions are done, it will be impoſſible 
to prevent theſe effects of them; nor ſhallall thy 

ſorrow 
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| cine and-tears at laſt, waſh away that lain, 41 A ket 
which they will leave behind them upon thy CB | 
foul. Be wiſe, therefore, and be inftructed; 
keep thy heart with all diligence, and ponder 
well the paths in which thou chuſeſt to walk. 
| Whenever thou art about to act, conſider 
with thyſelf, — not the preſent appearance of 
the action, but how it will be regarded by 
thee after it is done; whether it be agreeable 
to the holy law of God, and whether, in an 
humble confidence on the merits of thy Sa- 1 
viour, thou wilt dare boldly to own both . 1 
action irſelf and the motives which incited / = 
thee to it, in that day when God all judge „ 1 
y the righteous and the wicked. „ I 
1 Secondiy If we are to be judged, this "RE 
t ſhould engage us to the moſt perfect ſinceri- "I'M 
bs ty in the whole of our conduct. All human 
n actions, beſides the ſcrutiny made into them 
85 by our own conſciences, (of which we ſpoke 
n in the former diſcourſe) fall under the cog- 
le nizance of two different judges: F irſt, our 
hy fellow-men, who, lookin g only upon the out- 
JW | | ſide | 


. 2 * 


8 285. ade of our ir actions, and being wholly u. unge: | 
"VIP quainted with the ſecret ſprings from whence | g 
they proceed, are frequently miſtaken in the 
judgements they paſs upon them, calling 2. | 
vil ones good, and good ones evil. Next, 
there is the judgement of the All wit God, 0 
who ſeeing our actions, not as man ſeeth, * 
(for man looketh on the outward appearance,” | 
but God Iooketh into the heart.) paſſes his ſen.” g 


N 2a 98 N 23 44 + . 
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tence according to truth; and, by an infallible” 
decree, pronounces them good or evil. But 


ſo great is our perverſeneſs, that becauſe the 930 


judgement of man is preſent, and the e 
thereof more immediate, we prefer the ac. 
quiſition of his applauſe before that. of God” 
Himſelf: And as it is eaſy to impoſe upon 
men, by a deceitful and fictitious form of ho- 
lineſs and worth, we act with hypocritical 
pretenſions to theſe; and fo infinuate our 


ſelves into their good opinions. But were 


the dodrine i in our text the fixed and rooted. 
perſuaſion of our ſouls, it would con tribute 


much to correct this finful practice. Could 


we 


n 


3 


| bee ee 


0 awe and reverence would this in 5 


But, my brother, when thou ad- 
deſt, that. the eyes nk this 3 one: are 


4 ere ſubtilrics,: arid ce PR to 
1 the whole human race, how much 8 the ar- 
i» I gument for fincerity firengthened?—In this 
. world we are all as it were guilty criminals; 
LY waiting a few months or years, until the 
I four of our trial ſhall come: And how ſoon 
death may warn us that our hour is at hand, 
a —whether this day, or to-morrow, or the day 
Wl after to-morrow, we know not. How vain 
therefore, O ſinful man! while thou expect- 
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1 920 R dr. upon us in the loudeſt manner, to judge our- 


ſelves, if we would not be condemned. For 
how ſhall we ever be able to render an ac ä 
count of our conduct to God, if we ourſelves 
are unacquainted with it ? How ſhall we an 
| ſwer unto Him for our actions, when we newer | 
enquire into the motives of them? Commune 
now therefore with thy 0wn beart, and let 45 
' ſdirit make diligent ſearch, for ere long the dby 
of thy merciful vi/tation will be gone. It will 
then be too late to think of buying oil and 
. trimming. our lamps, when we ſhould'go'out 
fo meet the Bridagroom. It will be in Vain to 
dream of going to purchaſe tbe wedding Far- 
| ment, when the ee are — ſet down at 
* niatridgs ff. Abd egal ait 
theſe thoughts be which we entertain Ger 


aminin 8 ourſelves and preparing for judge- 
ment,” 'when thoſe figns that ſhall forerun or 


preſignify the general en or our bun 
| death, ſhall begin to appear. 3931s / 
Ft ourthly : If God ' /ball thus Wr the richie. 
| en the wicked, this ſhould engage us to 
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make all u poſible improvement | in beitet = 


and to be cautious not to admit the Imalleſ 
fin. into our fouls... The judgement of our 


conſciences (as you haye heard all along,) is. 
a kind of anticipation of the future judgement | 


of G Ge d, which ſhall proceed and be determin- 


ed by 1 the ſame common rules. Now, i in pro- | 


Portion to our ur improvement in goodneſs and 7 


virtue in this world, is our conduct approved 


by our < conſcience ; whereas, the ſmalleſt ap- 


ance. of any vicious paſſion introducing 


diſorder, into the mind, and giving riſe. to far- 
ther occaſions of confuſion is condemned by C1 


the ſame equal Judge. Every good and vir- 


tuous action plants the ſeeds of ſuch diſpoſi- 10 


tions in our minds as will yield us the bleſ- 


kd aig of j J, conſolation and deren : 


„ 


e i Reer add 8 to our 


irregular deſires, Which will infallibly yield. us 
the bitter product of woe and miſery. As 
then we would wiſh our harveſt to be, when 8 


Go Judgeth the righteous and the wicked ; ſo 
ASS ˙ 


Fir RS ts 
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Ki bs e employ and improve our pfeſent J | 
time: For whatſoever thou fe ug that 2 
5 thou alſo reap *, Thou art inexcüſable the * 
5 0 man! wWhoſoever thou art, "that haft made : 
the fooliſh choice of indulgibg thy irregula) 
V paſſions. Ifrhoudoſt not immediately ſot aout 
Fo, a refornidtion, thou knoweſt whither thek 
5 . evil practices will conduct thee. Arise, herr 
| Fore, and be doing 5 feek the Lord while He 
may be found, call upon Him while He ir _ , 
before thy day of grace come to an e end 
before thy {inful habits grow ſtiff and . 
flexible, before the diſeaſe of thy mind. be- 
come deſperate and irrecoverable.— 1 cl 
Jo thoſe who are juſt ſetting out into life, and 
beginning to act for themſelves, this part of 
my diſcourſe may be eſpecially uſeful. —Thou 
= art now, O young man! in the x ning of 
E tmp days; and haſt before thee the extends 
proſpect of fifty or fixty years, This thy 
vouthful fancy will repreſent as ſomething 

ig. and conſiderable, and neh will af. | 


. | | | Gal. vi. 7. 


'* 


1 


8 


like. a {ale that ir told ;- and. thou al thale 
ſoon be called into Judgement... 
then thy Croatar in the daxt of thy youth. Ihc 
now enjoyeſt many advantages for the pr 
tice of virtue, which ſhall ſoan be. over. Th 
vigour and i innocence of thy ſoul are not as 


yet | broken by any vicious habit; thou art not 
yet rainted by the finful commerce of the 
world; nor Is thy mind incumbered by the | 
cares of life. Catch then this golden oppor- 
tunity. Bend thy mind to virtue, While f it 5 
ant and flexible, and i it will not afterwards 


e 4 
— 
* 


| Nart back into a contrary direction. Let re- 
ligion and the fear of God, firſt of all, ſeaſon 
and tincture thy foul. As thou haſt not as 
yet loſt” thy time in vain purſuits, ſet out 
| early in thy virtuous courſe 5 as the day 


is before thee, thou mayſt i more cafily reach 


2 the deſired end of thy Journey; : for if 


thou begin to tread betimes in \ that way in 
1 a * | which 


« 


4 


4. Þ 


% cn yoromr Juno. 
77 


2 W. e ee ee rt ola 
ui not depart from it; but Wee 
1 Me the morning light which ſpbinetb moro and 
=. more unto the perfect day And thus*thon 
©, ſhalt have fought the good fight of fuith, and 
=. buave finiſhed thy courſe ; and ſo mayſt claim the 
„ prize in that day when God ol the 
e the Wicked. ' ee e (man: | 
{: to Tur belief or a fande e will : 
produce the beſt effect 953 our opinions con. 
. 1 cerning external things. Hain amolob 
Firſt: If it be certain that God: feall judge 
the righteous and the wicked, this may lead 
us not to value ourſelves upon any outward 
-Kkinclons or poſſeſſions. The defire of b 
- Nour or of riches diyides the greateſt number 
of mankind; and when a man is raiſell to 
any high or eminent ſtation, or acquires ex- 
traordinary wealth, it is wonderful to ſee 
what ſuperior and ſtately airs he aſſumes, 
and what reſpect and homage he requires 
from the inferior part of men. Nor 1 is this a 
5 vice 


neee 1550 every ee = A 


we ſhall find men who, upon ſome fancied 
pre- eminence in power, or ſtrength, or dexte- 
rity; claim. ſuperioui regard from thoſe around 
them. Now the firm belief of the doctrine 
in our text deſtroys this fond conceit. It 
humbles the pride of all human glory, and 
depreſſes the honourable of the earth. The 
ſame trumpet of God, which ſhallſ ummon the 


dead into judgement, ſhall proclaim alſo with 5 


ſolemn ſound : — Ye. ſuſtion of this ward paj- 
ſeth away. all human glory and greatneſs are 


fit us? and what good ſhall our yaunted riches | 

bring to us: ?. One ſerious thought of judge- 
ment is enough to daſh all our ſinful pride 
and arrogance, and to fill us with, more- juſt 
and becoming ſentiments of ourſelves. Why 
then, O vain man ! doſt thou eſtimate thy 
worth by thy wealth or thy dignity: ? . Why 

doſt thou undervalue and condemn thy bre- 
GL to whoſe lot an p equal ſhare of external 
| advantages 


er lock don ith Giſh, n 50 
animal, om thoſe who do ot enjoy mein? * 
not he, | 


hom thou ſerteſt at nought, an "mp 
mortal being? Are you not beth the work. 
mianfhip of the fame hand? And did 7 not! 7 
| God who made thee nate bim alfo.? Did 
oY not one faſhion you in the wonib ? ain 
not both preſerved by the fame Spirit? Did 
not one inpiration of the Almighty give you 
underſtanding? And as now. the real wor bh 
of your ſouls is equal; remember that the 
hour approaches when, ſtript of all external 
diſtinctions, thy ſoul muſt appear naked and 
open before the tribunal of thy ſpiritual Judge. 
Theſe things, which thou valueſt now, ſhall, in 
that hour, forſake thee for ever, and fall away 
as lumber adventitious and foreign to the 
ſoul. Nothin g we poſſeſs at preſent can fol- 
low us into a happier world, but our. virtue, » 
holineſs and obedience alone. 'The enquiry 


all not then be concerning our wealth or 
W 


thou findeſt thyſelf in 3 ck en 
ſwoln with prideaadeoneeit on their account, 
ſay withthyſelf: =* The time, know will oe 
„hen all theſe external diſtinctions ant 
ſeem unto me trifling and vain. Why, then, 
: ſhould I be elated by things of which here- 
after I Hall be aſhamed? Let theſe my pre- 
«ſent ſentiments influence my future con- 
duct; and let me ever value worldly power, 
© Hhall-do-in that day when n ſhall judg 
1 the righttous and the wicked.” * 
ndly : If it be ſo certain that God ſhall 
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ee . kind, this mould tench us tempe, 
| S rance and moderation i in our purſuits of world. 
ly pleaſures. In this world where we 100 rn, 
we are ſurrounded with man y agreeable. ob. . 
jects which powerfully ſolicit us every I mo- 
ment, and promiſe us all manner of delig] 
By theſe pretences they often paſs chemfelye 
upon unwary perſons, who, are ignorant 
their intrinfie worth, After all their big pro- 
eee, they cheat and bas 5 u nh 


5 are Dias, tt is not in this —_ that | 
an immortal. ſoul can hope for any adequate 
and proper felicity ; nor are any ſenſible ob- 
jects its true and natural good. One ſhould 
think that the experience of many thouſand 
years were enough to convince men of the 
unfitneſs of all worldly pleaſures to make 
them happy ; and that the former unſucceſs- . 
ful na of all the ſons of Adam would 
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— the vain and fan enterprize. 
But inſtead of this, every _ rene ws the en- 
quiry > er Kheky Upon Larth,” This frujelds: 
deſig ſeems to be Wen n us; and every 
man pürſues it with the ſame. confidence ant 
vigbur, as if none had been baffled or defeat- 
edi in it before them. Such is their folly; and 
yet their poſterity ſeem to approve of their 
doings gs.” Now whatever can bring any re- in- 
aint: to, os ſpiritual powers of men, or 
enable them, in this time and fate, to refiſt 
the aMavlt: A matter, muſt be of the, 
gteateſt benefit to the human race. The 
Apoſtle Peter exhorts us, as men ub ex- 
ſterice in this world was to be of ſhort dura- 
tion, t abſtain from fleſoly luſts which war 
againſt the. foul ; and after deſcribing the day : 
of the' Lord, which will come at a thief in the 
night, he adds; ſeeing then that all theſe things 
muſt be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ite | 
ye to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ? * 
4 the Preacher alſo n the ſame con- 
8 | 
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9 young man? in thy youth, and je t 
chear eber in the eee aq 7 | 


ap ditto p- eee | 
m, which tells vs that we were mule 84 


to the Divine image Shall we then waſte 
the whole of our days in theſe meaner 
ſuits? If we were aſſured, that in a few days or 
hours we were to be tried before ſome earth» 
judge for our lives, | 
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let of a future dene, 
extravagant pleaſures, ſo it ſw 
liſies all our troubles and 
aer e licentious 
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 thepreſence of the Lord, heed] 
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3. Tux belief of a future 
antes the beſt effects with ad to our 


8 


their reward ſhall be i in proportion to 
ferings which they have endured. 


behaviour towards our fellow- men. 


Firſt + If it be fo certain, that Cad. fill 
J udge the righteous and the wicked, this may | 


3 
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preſerve us from cenſoriouſneſs, and ran 


Why, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, doft thou judge 
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Vows . ey 


charger And _ 


ing; beriet gen 
monly fall mad; ill grounded. H How uln 
and thence; with a blind and heedleſs aim, 
pron a final doom upon his 3 
How will many of theſe eenſorious judges be 

aſtoniſhed en te behold ure gem: 


enighte wy aden 3 
r endes e they behold 
thoſe. whom they reviled with their hard und 
ungodly ſpeeches, received with the unver- 
ſal applauſe of ſaints and angels; while they Fi 
Vor. II. DE themſelves 
„Rom. xiy. 10. 
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wi veg eee on fre the 
va. 7 8 n _ 6 

Did we think n Adi 
future judgement, it woul kw inlay 
e en teach us to deſcend inte „or dun 
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awful event. We ſhould then, by 
more attentive to the fiate/of our own fe 
and to the many infirmities and imper 
tions which lurk in our own hearts, Me 
little leiſure, and as little inclination, to ani- 
madvert fo ſeverely on the follies of other. 
Wie ſhould then learn to be more modeſt and 


humble in our opinions; and being habitual- 
I/ ſenſible of our own weakneſs and corrup- 
tion, we ſhould be in no danger of elaiming 
any ſuperior or cenſorial authority over our 
neighbours. According to our Saviour's rule, 
we 258 firſt to be 1 ourſelyes; before 
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cenſam tied 3 ſet up Peg a public re- 
former, when thy own heart is unreformed? 
Mur behaldeft thou. the note that is in thy bro- 
ther's 06 Jut configereſt - not bh beam that it 
men a %, caſt out 
thou * 5 10% Fat auen. wine out of thy 
by other” * ce 0 8 1587 e n een 
Las- The certainty of a ; fy ture judges. 
nt is a powerful argument to paſs o our tim ne 
in loye and union with our brethren. What-. 
ever has a tendency to make men . 
themſelves, as united together in one common 
intereſt, or purſuing any common end, muſt 
have a ſalutary influence in promoting mu- | 
tual affection and love. But the doctrine in 
our text teaches us to conſider ourſelves as 
the ſubjects of the ſame ſpacious kingdom, 
and xerned by the ſame lars; and that We 
\ Da were 
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re to acquire Ando and 
experience ſufficient. for the ſtation affigned 
to We in che ſtate to come. Since then Wee re 

: purſuing one common end; and, in the 
ame path of life, travelling to one hes⸗ 


venly country, let us not, by br S 


and contentions, retard each other in our 
heavenly courſe; 3 but, like a ſocial and eheer- 


ful band, let us move forward together. Let 


o — 


each of us help his neighbour, —let us 


each others burdens; and thus the way, how- 


ever rugged, ſhall become ſmooth. and eaſy; 
and whatever difficulties interveen will 


broken by the ſtrength of our united efforts. 


As then we cannot, to any purpoſe, promote 


Either our preſent or eternal welfare without 
the aid of others, let us Join in provoking one 


another to good works. Let nothing be dont 
through ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowlineſs of 
mind ; let each efteem other better than them- 
ſelves. Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man alſo' on the things of others, * 
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of one eker, with BOY and trembling ; I eſpe- a ” 
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Iy as we are informed by the Judge Him- 
ſelf, that our behaviour towards our kinſmen, 
mall be he” main an of the 8 in 
that Wye. 2 
15 Let us Win! as ples of the ſame Maſter, | 
above wll' things bave fervent charity among/t | 
our ſelves +, abounding in brotherly love. Ler | 
5 Walk" by the ſame rule,—let us mind the 
ame things, —let us fland faſt in one ſpirit, 
with one faith, ſtriving for the glory that ſball 
be revealed. And may the God of patience 
and conſolation, grant us to be like-minded one 
towards another according to Chriſt Feſus ; 
tat we "may with one ſpirit and one mouth 
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e 
a better country, that it: 
HEN we take an attentive view of man- 6 EN M. 
a kind, and compare their nature with GS, 
ent condition and character; when 9 
we conſider the great capacity of the human 
ſoul, and the high improvement of which it 
can admit, both in knowledge and in virtue; Eo 
and at the ſame time reflect, that this capacity | 
cannot be filled up, nor this improvement ca- 
oy AS _ _ ried * | 


ried to perfection in ti 
can we conclude, but that there ſhall be an- 
other ſtate where all that is wanting ſhall be 


oN THE HOPE OF, HEAVEN. 


preſent ſtate ; what 


made up, and the ſoul ſball be improved to 


perfection, and rendered complete both in 
worth and in happineſs? How far do the : 
beſt characters amongſt men fall ſhort of that 
perfection which the ſoul aſpires to and ſeems 
to be intended for? We cam 


ot eaſily, con- : 


ceive, therefore, that God will cut off. the 


dom appear in all the works of God and no- 
thing can be more conſonant to 
to finiſh, the Works which it has gesg sed; 
nor can we imagine any thing more contra- 


righteous in the midſt of their progreſs 
towards this great. obje: 


t, or ſtop their a-. 
ſcent towards Himſelf. It ſeems probable, | 


for the ſaine reafon that He originally,crea- 


ted the ſoul of man, that He will preſerve; it 


to attain its proper end. The marks of wif 


2 2 


ry to wiſdom, than to leave its purpoſe half 
executed, as ifi it had repented, or, a 
e improper defign. at firſt. - Death, 

therefore 
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at firſt ——— M 


extinction of both ſoul and body at once, we A | 


haverreaſon to conelude to be no more than a 
change from one ſtate of exiſtence to another. 


But to remove all doubts, and to confirm this 
coneluſion, our holy religion has brought to 


elear and certain light a future and immortal 


8 Ie. Where the righteous ſhall be advanced to 
egrees of ſtill growing dignity and 5 


Happineſs than can at preſent be either at- 


tained or conceived even to all of which they 


are capable. This light then, furniſhed by 


the Goſpel; ſhould enlarge our minds, elevate 


our affections above preſent things, and in- 


ſpire us with the moſt ardent defire for that | 


happy ſtate which the Goſpel has laid open 
to our: Weng —for that 1. country « WR 


This defire of 1 which the bee ie ö 


thereof naturally excites in us, tends directly 
to produce the beſt effects upon our affections 


and conduct, during our journey to ſo exalted 


a ſettlement. Theſe * of defiring thad 
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ceed to the conſideration thereof, it i is Pre 


ſolitude, and lead an unſocial and monkiſh 
life, which is uſeleſs, at the ſame time that it 


* 9 wv 


better and heavenly rauntry tit. is our pre t 
purpoſe to point out. But before we pro- 


to premiſe one obſervation, namely, That in 


order to reach heaven at laſt, it is by no 
means neceſſary that we ſhould neglect or re- 


nounce the concerns of our preſent ſtate. We 
are not to hide ourſelves in a dark and ſullen i 


may be deemed innocent. This world i is, in- 


deed, appointed to be our paſſage to heaven, 


but not at all to be an inactive paſſage. We 


* 


are not to ſteal our way through it, nor to de- 
cline thoſe difficulties and dangers, by means 


1577 


of which, it is the will of God, that we ſhould 


be prepared and ripened for future glory. To 


141907 
attempt this would argue total i ignorance of 


the nature of heaven, and of the preſent Rate | 
of man. We are to remember that, however 


troubleſome our circumſtances may be, it is 


the will of God that we ſhould conform 
ourſelves to them; ; and He will never admit 
any 


| en, who are not uc: n 
tive in eng the proper means of being qua-. — 
lified for ſuch ſublime en joyments. So glori- 
ous and inviting a proſpect is ſurely worth | 
contending for, and may well animate us with E > o_ 
patience and refignation under all preſent TT 
trials.” The very beſt reaſon that men can 
fate bor chili" fem the wochd l. that 
they may avoid the temptations and difficul- 
| ties e every where to be met with: But with 
at countenance can thoſe men addreſs a 
prayer to the throne of grace, or expect to " 
be admitted into the heavenly eiety, O. 
while they are on earth, are uſeleſs to the ſo- | 
ciety « of mankind, abſtracting themſelves, as 
1 as poſſible, from all correſpondence 
with their brethren, and contributing no- 
thing to their general welfare. What recom- 
mendation can ſuch men carry, to obtain a 
welcome reception among the righteous and 
good above. Can they think it will be an ar. 
gument in their favour that they can ſay, We 
" " have — from the temptations, and fled / 
* from 
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indeed pretend that we have contributed to 
« its happineſs.” Would not this betray ſo 50 aſe 
and ſelf-interefted a diſpoſition as would render 
them unworthy of an * well ordered ſociety | 
on earth, and much more of that affectionate 


and bleſſed one in heaven? Inſtead then of 


flying from the world to ſhun its troubles, we 


are, when duty calls, and opportunity of doing 
good preſents itſelf, to encounter them with 


reſolution, and thereby promote the exer, eiſe | 
of our patience. The trials of the preſetit 


11 


life are wiſely ordered with a view to train up 


our minds for celeſtial happineſs, to enable us | 


to form a juſt judgement of it, and to value it 


the more from comparing it with what e 5 


ſhall leave behind us upon earth. We bug 


then, to occupy an active ſation in the world; 
as far as our condition will admit, both for 
the ſake of doing good to others, and alſo 


that we may receive from them aſſiſtance and 


mutual improvement, and may have it in our 


n to know experimentally the 50 {mall 
value 


p 
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value e and unſatisfying nature of earthly feli- 
city. Thoſe who: think to paſs towards 1ea- 
ven, unacquainted with the changes, trials 
and difficulties of this life, and without tak- 
Ks their fate in the world along with their fel- 


w-paſſengers,. or without concerning: chem- 5 


= in their welfare, cannot be in a 


ſtate for enjoying the happineſs of heaven. 


If 1 we conſider. the matter duly, we ſhall find 
that. we. have no good reaſon to be terrified 


or diſpirited « on account of the trials and hard- 


ſhips which accompany our ſituation upon 
earth; for even in theſe, has God deen me 
to manifeſt his goodneſs and regard to us. He 
thought it not proper to beſtow 58 
mw once, but has left, us to chu At; tos 


_ of all bleſſings, hd. as our eme chief 


good to chuſe it after having had experience 
of the emptineſs of every preſent enjoyment 
We muſt not therefore renounce the c 


WOES: of this world, nor deſert that da- 
11 as aſſigned us in it. At the 


ſanz2 


ſame tim̃e we muſt always remember, that 
keep that better country to which we are 
bound, continually in our eye, and as che od 


will, in every Sncere- Chriſtian, - produe: 
and ought, in all Chriſtians; to produce, tt 
N e e effects: g 
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* Ir tends to animate us to maintain a 
ſtrict and watchful attention to ourſelves, 
that we may not be miſled or enſi 
any of the temptations which ſurround 40970 UE 
The hope of arifing to high degrees of 
greatneſs and felicity is evidently one of the 
| moſt vigorous ſprings of human actions, and 
eſt activity in the exerciſe of all. its facultiebi 
To have ſome one important plan in view, 
whole conduct of a man's life, even upon th ole 


circumſtances of it, which have but a remote 
connection with the principal end to which 


— 
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he's e Whenever perſon comes 
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ple, generally make all their other deſires 


itz and are careful to avoid whatever may 


divert their attention, or tempt them away to 


other views. In the ſame manner, the man 


whoſe defire and affections terminate on the 
happineſs of heaven, it might juſtly be-con- 


p withſo FRO an en 
thing more certain than that the children of 
this world are wiſer than the children of light; 
bal nm mn 
children of light do to obtain immortal glory. 
This is owing to the weakneſs of the deſire of 


ctation. Yet there is no-— 
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Hence it is often found to 
and languid influence, in preſerving ne 
mind reſolute and ſteady amidſt pre | 
tations, which have a great aca 
ing near at hand, and-ev acting 
ly on our ſenſes. I | | 
queſtion were put to him, who would not an 
ſwer, That he wiſhes,—nay, that hee entertains 
hopes to be happy hereafter; but 
and indiſtinct are the conceptions which in 
men form of this future happineſs, that tlie A 
do not fink deep into their minds, ſo as as to 
have any regular influence upon heir 8015 
duct. They, and they only, who are animz 
ed by a lively prineiple of faith and 150 eis | 
diſengage themſelves from the entangle 
of preſent objects, and tranſport themſelves 
to a near and familiar contemplation of the 
joys of immortality er alone can beſt pre- 
ſerve uniform and ſteady reſolutions a 20 
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5 pains than to nn, ek for that inheri- 
tance which is perfectly pure and incorrup - 
tible? What can eee >nſtrativn of 
real goodneſs, than eagerly to aſpire eee 

admiſſion to the bleſſed ſociety of the beſt of 

men now exalted to communion with God, 
who is Himſelf the unſpotted original of every 
thing that is good, amia dle or excellent? 

The man who keeps this glorious proſpect in 

his eye, muſt of conſequence be habitually 
diſcovering and exerting, through the whole 
tenour of his life, thoſe excellent principles 

_ which he knows are abſolutely requiſite to 

ſupport his high expectations. As the height 

of his ambition is to be happy in the perfect ex- 
erciſe of virtue and goodneſs in the life to come, 
he will endeavour to render himſelf as happy as 

he can here, by cultivating ſuch degrees of 
goodneſs as are attainable at preſent. As he 
deſires to be a memberof that ſociety where he 
ſhall be abſolutely free from the corruptions of 

_ this muſt have a moſt powerful influence in 

5 pre ſerving 
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ceſſuntly ſolicit for ind 


fixed, bole: ſufficient -counter 
vain defire of the light and empty enjoy- 


purſuit of his life will be brought under de- 


fection of his heart will be ſuited and attem- 
pered to thoſe pure and refined eee 
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love and Mercy. to 
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3 4 live as becomes n 

de citizens of the ANY. 
ſtate. Vain and deceitful "3s: 0 the deſire 0 
that better ſtate in heaven, which es 
companied with a real reliſh forth ſe exer 
ciſes of which its happineG hall ini great 
meaſure be compoſed. Love and charity'a- 
bide for ever; they furniſſi the High enjby- 
ments of heaven; ' fo that without poſleffing a 
re for, om eee boom 


to a4 in theſe celeſtial enjoyment, e 


us be ever moving forw: 

careful to relieve, exhort and er 
each other under all preſent 
Would it look as if we were greatly vent w 
reach the heavenly country at laſt, if vt 
ſhould ſuffer ourſelves to fall out for rrifles'by | 
the way? Can any thing be more unſe 
than for a man who pretends to defire, 


all things, the . N in heaven. — chat 
land 


9 


every fight provocation to yield 
rts of anger and revenge? o 


UF: I 


mindful of the great 
deſire, reſtrain ourſelves when we feel the very 


5 


_ 


Ru WW Woe” 


"NT. 


+: 


, 
© 


ec received TY the tidal of the bettet 
ener decken as properly fitted for admic⸗ 
ſion there, where nothing inhuman or un 
friendly, nothing envious or mal 
fad a place. 10 5 45 515 eee e 
EE, . . t 467. 
ul. FOR Jelire of Fn 3 ends to 
n our N to eee indifference 


| 3 en d in no ent, a view 5 

means of relieving ond; Ughtening the Heayi- 

neſs of our journ t 
The world has Slane with ſome p N 

| compared to an inn, where we nf to bead 
this darkneſs or night of life; and fin | 
vue have to paſs in it is but ſhort and tranſfent. 
it does not appear a matter of great moment, 
though we be not accom modated altogether 
according to our wiſh. Can we be thought 
very earneſt to arrive at laſt at the heavenly : 
| ſettlement, 


2 „ 


eee che greatneſz of was 3 
| oſs our attention as to 


here below. Havi ogthia future. hap- | 
in our eye, c can we deem ourſelyes miſe· 
le tranſient honour, 
2carigus. Power, during a few 
=. earth, when immortal honour. and 
ty await us in heaven ? Should 
ae us that ve lead anobſcure.and 
fe here; or, that we are not 
the world on the applauding 
reports of fas ? when, in due time, we ſhall 
Trobatior ms ene the wiſe 
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y objec m fre; The 0 obſcure 
ed perſon among us, who may 
now be the ſport of fortune, and diſregarded 

by every one, on account of the mean 
of his outward condition and appear- 
ba: even this perſon may be ſingled out 
Ces by 


gerded by God, eee 


in everlaſting darkneſs and oblivion: Stiouldit _ 


grieve us that we do not flow inaffluence; that 
ä we are not clad in purple and fare noi! na. 
tuoufly (very day Þ-oning tile Ghings Stine 


add much to the happineſs of the preſent lifi, 
nor tend to prepare us for a better. e 


muſt we be in the eſtimation of Almighty God, 
it we prefer the droſs of earth 
| Fulneſs of dy, thoſe pure and unfading ples- 
ſures of mind which flow for ever in his pre- 
ſence; or if we think ourſelves miſerable for 


F riches to that 


the want of that which, compared with future : 
bliſs, is-altogetber vanity ? In truth, what a 


poor temptation are riches and fame, —ihe ho- 


nours and pleaſures of this world, when fairly 


eſtimated, to ſeduce our hopes from the bright - 


and 


to dene Let us then 


from ee great [artnchiniene to n 
r pleaſures. There are far more ſub- 
ſtantial, even. divine entertainments to a- 
Me our. ambition e 
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thoſe who! cannot Ubtain Mek x" fading 2 
je@; and free from that pride and arrogance 
of ſpirit which are oſten che effects of enjoy. 
ing it to the full.” While 1 je bade b BR 
ſation in heaven, our thoughts CE PR 


fibly and gradually diſengaged from/'being | 


too deeply intereſted in the vain "commer 


of the preſent life; 75 e our ae mit 


the ine prefible enjoyments' of the Þ biene ü 


above.” | a6 ano ect 
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IV. Tar earneſt defire of n 4 will dif. 


"poſe our minds to a ready compliance with the 


an of Sea nee and t to a pious and 
e LN, becoming 


eve ng.:te At e aber be 

his patience... bo: expectation of this he for- 
| gets the bitter ſharpneſs of pain, and even re- 
Ne in, e agony. It muſt yield - 
Js e comia oa e on- 
. to that happy Nate: ibove; 5 
1 all be releaſed from this trail and e Orrup- 
tible body, and in its ſtead mhall receive one, 

_ light and active, ineorruptible and immortal 
as the ſoul itſelf, and ſhall enjoy an uninter- 
rupted vigour through everlaſting ages. If 
at any time ſarrow ſeizes his heart for the loſs 
ol good and virtuous friends. who, were deſerv- 
edly the delight and comfort of his life, whoſe 
pleaſing and uſeful conyeriation, and mutual 


0 thedeath of worthy riends lil 
for this would give reaſon to 
laſting ſorrow did not proceed from 
ciple altogether right, but r ther from a wan 
of confidence in God. As there is ground 
to believe that theſe worthy friends have made 
a happy change, it is plainly: unreaſonable to 
indulge an exceſſive ſorrow on their account, 
as if they were ſufferers in extreme: And the 
. loſs which we ourſelves ſuſtain enen, 
tainly one of the greateſt that mankind 1 
liable to,) may be borne with the greater firm- 
neſs from the reflection, that they have Hep- | 
ped but a little beſore us, that our ſtay behind 
them will not be long, that the time i is not far 
off when they ſhall be reſtored to us again, more 
worthy of our eſteem and affection than ever, 
and when there ſhall not be the leaſt danger 
of any farther ſeparation. Perhaps it may be 
our lot to meet with a great deal of bad uſage ” 
and 


. —.— 8 efivour of God 
ih Heaven, And are confeious* of poffef ng s 
de pres er it 5 al 5 well look "down 
rn | Tip" f pride an 204 
Vhile' we are on g prö 
— 0 an immortal inheritance in OR 
why ſh6uld'we ſuffer the tranquillity of our 
minds to be diſturbed, and out pattions irritat- _ 
ed by the impotent clamours and reproaches 
6Pthi e wicked? The fame enlivening prol- 
pect ent — mon effectually ſupport and en. | 
kg e we thould * ever be "fubje& to 
the een of indigence and poverty. oh i 5 
we are good and virtuous  notwithifanding the D 
outward meannieſs of our condition and ab. 


irance, we ſhall poſſeſs a certain eminence 


| Rs | and 


„„ 
+ BY . —— of -Epiriti"whii ch cannot 
5 meeting with /a ſaitable reward in i e 
If all be well within, our outward condition” 
is hardly worth the minding. We have no 
reaſon to ſuſpect that God neglects us, be- 
cauſe we are not placedin the midſt of affluence, - 
1 He never intended that ſuch ſnould be the re- 
= wurd of the righteous. een | 
xp | bdut poorly rewarded, were he to have only the 
means of living in ene te a world! he: 
the preſent: God has infinitely greater: things: 
in reſerye for his faithful ſervants, Beſides an 
approving conſcience, which is a continual 5 
| Feaſt to the ſoul, and of itſelf has conſiderable - 
2 power to bear us up under the ſevereſt cala: 
mities, we have alſo an everlaſting happirieſs 
in proſpe&,—a bright reverſion provided for 
us in the better country in heaven, to which; 
in a ſhort time, we ſhall find admiſſion: And 
L ſurely, for ſo ſhort a time, we may be con- 
| | tent to live any how. If we are happy in 
the iſſue, we have reaſon to think that we | 
have Fee an * conqueſt. | We may be 

3 glad 


* 


* 
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e and aquieſcence uniler all his dif. 


band wintry ſeaſon of calamity, we are 
encouraged to expect that, in the end, we ſhall 
be eounted worthy of enjoying a purer and 
ſerener climate. While we bend our ſteps 
towards heaven, let us not repine at the hard- | 
| ſhips of the way, nor at the roughneſs of the 
paſſage. Here, dwell pain and danger, with. 
their troubleſome and numerous attendants; 
but there, ſorrow and. ſibing ſball fly away ; 

all tears ſhall be wiped from our eyes; and joy 
ſpring up eternal in our ſouls. Here, we have 
to labour and watch, and to fight our ſ piritual 
enemies; there, triumph awaits us; andthere, 
we "_ reap and enjoy the fruit of all theſe 


1 
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SPERM, | labours, Here, Ant ae i h lement 


* | 


_ tigues to which they were expoſed; and all 


with contagion ; there, it ſhallbe pure, ſerene 
and ſalutary. Here, we are in a ſtrange c un. 
try, abſent from our native land; there, we 
ſhall find our proper home and all our happi- 


. neſs; and thither our Ae and all our | 


beſt friends have gone before us. 'T 
ſhewn us how to behave while on:our-journe; 


to join them. With what unconquerably : 
ſpirit have numbers undertaken and executec 


diſtant journies, deſpiſing the perils and fa 


perhaps for the ſake of ſeeing a few curioſities, 


or of ſaying, after their return, that they had 


ſeen them. This ſerves to ſhew the great 
power of ſtrong deſire upon the heart and ac- 


tive faculties of man: And ſhall not the ear- 


neſt deſire and hope of heaven, the region of 
goodneſs virtue and ſpiritual liberty, the on- 


ly true glory and happineſs of man, —ſlia | 
not this inſpire us with reſolution and patience 
amidft all the dangers and ſufferings through 
which we have to paſs? and which are not 


* 


moſt a fleually to arm our. minds . the 
pproach of Wan, nd: to e all its 


1 > thoſe who Have not Weh in teln 
ye; det th muſt appear æ frightful and deſpe- 
rate” =P, while | nothing but darkneſs lies 
beyond it. It is not poſſible for a thinking 
man to leave this world without reluctance 
and dejection, unleſs he has endeavoured to 
ſecute an intereſt in a better ſtate, and ren- 
dered that better ſtate familiar to his thoughts. 
How formidable muſt death appear to the man 
who, after a life ſpent in all the tumult and 
vanity of this world, and after being known to 
all around him, approaches his laſt moments, 
known to himſelf, uncertain whether he 
is going, and forced by the dreadful forebod- 
ings of conſcience either to plunge into the 
diſmal proſpect of not being at all, or of be- 
Vol. II. Dd ing 


oN TAE HOPE or HEAVEN. 


M. ing forever miſerable! But, oh the otlier 
hand, thoſe who, being inſpired with an am- 
| | bition ſuited to their dignity as the ſons of 
God, are habituated to raiſe their minds a- 
bove this world and ſtretch theit view to the 
happy and unchangeable ſettlements of hea- i 
ven, - thoſe can look upon death in quite a 
different light, and welcome its rudeſt ap- 
proaches with intrepidity and even with 
cheerfulneſs. Let us then look forward to 
that joyful proſpect, and behold the light of 
everlaſting day dawning from afar; and then 
death, which appears ſo formidable, will af. 
ſume a gentler aſpect, diſarmed of all its 
ſtings and ſtript of all its terrours. While 
theſe high expectations poſſeſs our ſouls, the 
preſent world, with all its boaſted en joyments, 
will have little power to ſeduce us; and the | 
period of our leaving them will be conſidered 
as a deliverance from a ſtate of vexation 
and calamity. Whatever we may fondly 
think of our preſent habitation, it is the king - 
dom and reſidence of death, a ſtate of igno- 
5 : rance, 


therefore to be afraid of death is to be afra 
of a r N of 1 1 to a i of 


can entertain the lively hope of this exalta- ; 


created mortal, - that he ſhall not be ſhut up 


forever in this narrow and uneaſy confine- 
ment. He would not live here always 5 but 


he rejoices in the proſpect of the day ap- 
proaching, when his immortal ſpirit ſhall be 
fully enlarged from this darkneſs of i ignorance, 


this ſubjection to ſin, and thoſe oppreſſing ca- 


lamities under which it is at preſent ſo hea- 
vily weighed down. In order then to our 


obtaining ſuch a greatneſs of ſoul as may ef- 
fectually animate us againſt the fears of 


death, our defire of a better country in hea- 
ven muſt take full poſſeſſion of our heart; 
and we muſt, by a patient continuing in well. 

Dd doing, 


_ 


tap ſin and corruption. 6 mens what'we 3 E r. N 
call death may, to a good man, be more pro- 
perly ſtiled the beginning of life: For him 


46% neee ? 
55K M. a aſpire after 1 honour and immorta- 
A legs and ſeek to reſemble God in thoſe perfec- 

ons which ſhall be the ſubject of our n 


n and W c N in heaven. 8 
4 - 


F 


4 Lev us, {wide dy to God that He 
would impreſs this bleſſed deſire and hope 45. 
on our minds: Then ?bough we walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, we foal fear 
no evil, for God ſhall be our conductor and de- 
liverer: Then ſhall we bid defiance to the fier- 
ceſt aſſaults of our enemies; for we know that 
though worms deſtroy this body, yet in our fleſh 
Hall we ſee God: This corruptible all put 
on incorruption, and this mortal Gall put on 
immortality. Let us then lay affde every 
weight, that we may, without wearying, 
run the race that is, ſet before us ; and in 
due time obtain the prize we ſo ae 
defire. 5 
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oN THE BLESSINGS OF PEACE. 2 


73 [Preached « on « Thuifday, July 1 1784, being the | 
= day appointed to be obſerved as a public Thankf- 
giving on account of the Peace. ] 


PSALM evi. 22. | „55 5 * 9 


2 chen ſacrifice the re of thank{piving 
and declare his works with OR 


| | | N this pſalm the author ſets before 0 8 FR M. 


the goodneſs of God's Providence towards Ba | 
men; ſhewing it to be extended unto all, A 

and watchful for their good. At every inter- 2 
val, he breaks out into this warm exclamation; 1 
0: ; nes men would praiſe the Lord for his a 1 
* d 3 goodneſs b 


3 
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Ted 


4 


W372 a. goodneſs and for bic wonderful 3 to 2 


XVI. 


c children of men; exhorting alſo the redeemed 


of the Lord, in the words of the text: And let 
them ſacrifice the facrifices of Manning « and 0 


declare his works with rejoicing. 
Indeed, my brethren, the whole courſe of 


Providence calls for thankfulneſs to that God 


who gives us food and raiment, —who protects 
us from evil, ſcreening us from the peſtilence : 
that walketh in darkneſs and from the deftruc- | 
tion that waſteth at noon day ; who beſtows up- 
on us portions of wiſdom and holinefs and 
friendſhip and good of every kind. All things 
are full of God, all good things are his free 


| gift, and all teaches us the duty of praiſe 
and thankfulneſs. But eſpecially ſhould we 


perform this duty, upon receiving any fin gular 
or remarkable bleſſing ; and more eſpecially 
ſtill, if that bleſſing be of a public nature, 


7 and ſpread itſelf among thouſands. Such is 


the great bleſſing of peace with all our ene- 
mies, which God has given us, and which we 
are this day met to celebrate. On this day, 

OP therefore, 


| o THE BLESSINGS. or PEACE. | 


| therefore, let us Ge the: bende, of thankſ- 


Ba 


giving and declare his works with rejoi eing. 


$3 367271 


"be a from theſe ph —_—_ 


to the purpoſe of this ſolemaity, we ſhall con- 
fider ; firſt, The nature of that bleſſing for 
which we are called upon to give thanks un- 


to God; and , ſecondly, What is comprehend- 
ed i in this duty of thankfulneſs to which we 
are called. 


Y # us, e firſt 2 8 conſider as nature of 


that bleſſing for which we. are called. to give 


thanks to God. 1 

Before we can be duly affected to God for 
any one of his benefits, we muſt carefully con- 
ſider i its nature and value, that we may have 
a juſt eſtimation, of its greatneſs, and conſe- 
quently of the goodneſs of the Giver; for, ac- 


cording to our opinion of the grace and favour 


conferred, we ſhall be more or leſs touched 
with gratitude on account of it. In arder 
then to have our hearts ſufficiently impreſſed 
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ON THI BLESSINGS OF . 


with a ſenſe of the goodneſs of God, in reft6t. 
ing to us the bleſſings of Peace at this time, 
it will be proper for us to reflect a little on 

the advantages of peace joined with liberty. 


Now, of all the outward bleſſings of life this 
may juſtly be reckoned the greateſt. It 


is this that adds to the value of all others; 
and without it they loſe much of their i impor- 
tance to mankind. It is peace, in conjunction 
with liberty, that renders our poſſeſſions and 
enjoyments properly our on; that encou- 


rages induſtry and promotes the growth of 


uſeful arts and ſcience; and which ſecures | 


correſpondence amongſt men. 


Surely we need not paint the horrors of 


war, in order to make us value and love peace, 


It is our. peculiar happineſs that for many 


years we have known but little of theſe hor- 
rors within our own borders. But let us not 


be like the thoughtleſs man who, when poſſeſ- 
ſed of health, ſquanders it away, little ſenſible 


of its value till he loſes it, and then bemoans_ 


his folly when it is too late. Now, while 
the 


4 
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the bleſſing is preſent, let us value it as it de- 


ſerves ;—and what worldly bleſſing can com- 


pare with it? This alone gives ſcope and free 
courſe to equity and juſtice. In the. midſt of 
the rage and tumult of war, the feeble voice 
of juſtice is- ill heard, laws are, in a great 


meaſure, ſilent, and an armed multitude are 


too apt to give a looſe to paſſion and exceed 


the bounds of humanity and right. All is at 
the mercy of the conqueror; and both con- 
querors and conquered devour the fruits of the 


good man's labour. What avails it in this ſitua- 


tion, that a man has great poſſeſſions, when he 
knows not how ſoon they may be deſtroyed and 
torn from him? I ſpeak not, my brethren, of 


thoſe men who, for diſturbing the order of an 


equal government, are deprived juſtly of their 
property and the protection of that govern- 
ment they have injured, like undutiful chil- 
dren who are juſtly diſinherited for their in- 
gratitude and diſobedience to a kind parent; 


but 1 ſpeak of the innocent and quiet ſubject, 
who becomes a prey to force and violence. 
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ER u. Caſt) your eyes abroad to thoſe countries 3 5 
have unhappily been the ſeat of war and all 
the deſolation that attends it. Tn that fitua- 
tion the induſtrious labourer. works not for, 
Himſelf, but for a cruel invader; the honeſt. 
and peaceful citizen is often oppreſſed by, 
violence, and forced to ſeek for ſhelter in a. 
barren ſolitude, accompanied with his family; 
or obliged to leave theſe behind him t to be, 
with his poſſeſſions, waſted and ruined, with. 1 
ſmall hope of relief, —ſometimes without 1 5 
poor comfort of uttering their complaints 
The free correſpondence of men is ſly i 
ken; there being neither ſafety within nor 
without. The enjoyments of ſocial life are all 
interrupted by preſent oppreſſion or the con 
tinual anxious fear of its approach. Mourn- 
ing reigns inſtead of joy, and the ſpirit of 
heavineſs baniſhes all cheerfulneſs from th : 1 
abodes of men. Grief and ſorrow for the loſs. : 
of friends, fill many hearts, while others are; 
tormented with dreadful apprehenſions of 
the like fate to their friends, expoled, to the 55 


ſame 
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"thi at be has s beat and ſtren gth they only C 
enable him him to fly from the deſolation that 
Found about him; and eren this be 


leſs family fills his heart | 
with un utterable pain, and makes him reſolve. 

to ſhare in the common fate, rather than be 

ſafe alone. Fears and ſuſpicions, jealouſies - 


Ke mutual diſtruſt alarm the breaſt of every 


man. Confidence is all deſtroyed. ee „ 
3 confidence which is the great bond of ſoo; 


EE 13 
ciety, and the foundation of all friendſhip and 1 
EE VV 


How ought we then to praiſe God for the 
meme of peace! which ſecures to us our EG 
ends our families and property, reſtores | 
love and confidence to mankind, baniſhes 


anxiety, fear and mourning, and makes. the | 

cry of the oppreſſed to be heard no more. 

Then only can we be faid to enjoy any thing | 

when we ate ſecure in the poſſeſſion of it; 

but the fear of loſing it embitters all its ſweets, 
54 | „ 


en cannot do, or cannot chuſe to do, wen 
the view of a he 
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poſſeſſions and enjoyments, but ſupports anc d 
encourages induſtry. Induſtry can never 
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Jp en us b often. more vnhappy't tl lan if 
we poſſeſſed it not. What is life without 
peace, but a continual dying! ? The pangs of 
death are felt at every ſeparation from be. 
loved objects, and at the apprehenſion of 
ſuch ſeparation. But when peace with i its 
healing wings comes to the relief of men, it 


reſtores them to real life, to full confidence 
and to a ſecure enjoyment of all that is 2 


Bleſſed then are the Peace: maler: for. #bey 7 4 


be called the children of God ; but eurſed is 


| the man who delights in war; unnatural ; is 
| he, who, wantonly or without cauſe, rouſes 


| its fury in a peaceful land. e 
| 181 
But farther: Peace not only ſecures our 


flouriſh where the fruits of its labour are not 


ſecured to it. Who will toil for a ftranger, 


or an invader? Who will ſubmit to painful 


labour, if he hopes not to reap the fruits of i it? 2 


Protection and ſecurity can alone perſuade 


men to application, but war takes away pro- 


tection 


925 ſafety. Beſ 


57 
x 


x F--» 4 71 : 
5 OF hs 2 1 ] Jill 


—4 * 
* 


rages and alone e 0 
man to ap 


- eonduce to the pub. 


ts tire, to the fi 
wants, o the 


89 * 


motes the growth of arts and ſciences; 1 
much theſe conduce tothe glory, honour and 
real advantage of a ſtate is evident to all. 
us to differ from the rude ii inha- 
bitents of uncultivated countries, or from our 
own antient and bar forefathers, but 
ledge among us? 


the progreſs of arts and kno 
of life, has the 


conveniences has it furniſhed which were un- 


known to the rudeneſs of former ages? How 
much is the ſatisfaction and 
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ern M. of life heightened, Ib! ein b ne ad . 
uuith wiſdom, the knowledge of nature and 
© - the ways of God? How pleafing is this, een. 
5 p 5 | pared with the ignorance. and ſuperſtitie 7 
5 darker times! Now, though it anno he 
t | - fad, that peace alone firſt began and ca Tied: ' 
forward theſe. W005 yet certain it is that. 
without peace, they cannot continue ſlou iſh-! | 
ing and. vigorous ; but aſt fade and decay. F 
Knowledge can be acquired by thoſe only'who, . 
have leiſure, and who live free from care and 5 
diſturbance, advantages which are not to be 
had during the continuance of war and publie 
confuſion. Nay, even when à country has not 
3 the war raging in its own bowels, but ſends 
11 abroad, the attention both of the 
a public and of private men muſt be with-. 
. drawn from the purſuit of ſcience, and fixed 
* chiefly on the event of war, wherein al are 
I concerned, and by which every thing is in 
hazard! While war continues, liberty we 
every valuable thing : are in danger; nor can 
any man e know che event; for the 
. battle 


. ardly deſerves the name. It is indeed bet- 


ſion; but where liberty is wanting, that 


hen nei⸗- 


are ever uncertain of keeping and 
5 enjoying their own, and depend on the will 
and whim of a very few, or of a ſingle mortal, 
| ate and the exerciſe of- religion, 
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commotions rend the ſtate, nor fo- 
. reign enemies invade it, if liberty is wanting 
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— 1 of war. * gives 1 
3 1 n and is opprſive and. imolerabls 
1 n ere eee 
flayery to ſin and its own evil paſſions; and 
the next to that, is ſlavery to the caprice and 
paſſions of another. Hence flaves know ve- 
ry little difference betwixt peace and war. 
Wbat is it to a man whether he is oppreſſed 
by ſtrangers or by his own countrymen? Op- 
preſſion is always the ſame, whoever are the 
authors of it; but if there is a difference, the 
domeſtic oppreſſor is the moſt intolerable. He 
is like a treacherous friend, from whom inju- 
ries are harder to bear than from a known and 
| | avowed foe. In the midſt of wat men may com- 
32 fort themſelves with the hopes of feeinganend 
a olf it: but when ſlavery is tied down on a people, 
| and the oppreſſor is fixed in the ſeat of power, 
then all comfort is gone, and the hopes of re- 
lief are at an end. In that fituation, when men 


look for peace they find diſturbance, and th Wy : 


1 the Divine law; ſo the trus lib Ff a ſtate is 


| to be governed by equal laws, and to 
8 45 2 80 i . 9 a 
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| happy countries are ſtrangers, 
By ing, in their own home, and 
L - wanton luſt and brutiſh force 
; - before them, here we are maſters of ourſeh 8 
E and our. poſſeſſions protected and defended | 
"vhs laws from all encroachment. : Wiſdom 


; and virtue rule over us, the wiſdom and vir- 
tdtue of the wiſeſt and beſt of our forefather 
who have handed down ta us that excelle 

i  conftitution and thoſe equal laws with which 

. we are bleſt. It is peace then joined with li- 


berty which we this day celebrate. 


without exception, even enemies themſelves 
partake of it, and therefore have good cauſe 
© to join in rejoicing with thankfulneſs to God. 

What good ſubject is reſtrained from liberty, 


or can complain of oppreſſion? Who is de- 
prived of the fruits of his labour? or command- 
ed to do any thing hard or unequal? Is not 


men can con- 
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1 1. er eee e are fully pe | 
that God is the Tource and ſpring of ever 
event; - He muſt a firſt and pri ipal 
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| life' a are all connected with one another” mu 
manner ordained by the Almighty, Who firſt 
no |  ſetall things in motion, and laid that plan by 
=: which they follow each other in'a feries and 
x order that cannot be broken or interr upted. 
i ö The counſel of the Lord, flandeth Jure, bis word 
4 : 5 abideth for evermore. All things are entirely 
| | accordi 


ng to his appointment, whatever be 
the immediate occafion of them, evil actions 
| alone excepted, which he permits to be free, 
ns | but at the ſame” time has preſeribed them 5 
bounds, beyond which their influenee ſhall 
not reach. Whatever comes to paſt, whether 
in the natural courſe of things, where we 
ourſelves can {ce the connexion ; or by acci- 
dent, as we through ignorance term It, but | 
which is likewiſe really according to the plan 5 
of providence; or by means of ourſelves or 
our 
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Now that Being who laid, the 
1 5 A to which things ſhoul —_ 
NN eachother, muſt certainly be the.real caule | I 
' || of all. Hence then ſhould we be led to tum 
: our thoughts continually to God in all the va- „ 2 
\- || rious ſcenes of life, acknowledging 4 
. the great Source and Spring of all. In times 8 
of adverſity, this habit of confidering God as . 
18 the author of it will naturally lead the mind To | 
| to patience and the moſt cheerful reſignatin nn | 
5 and in times of proſperity, fill our hearts with i 
Ii true gratitude. While our hearts are glad, re. 
I joicingin-any good fortune; while we enjoy 
common bleſſings of his providence, our 
ſhould be habitually directed to God 
whom they come ; and our hearts ever 
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nefit of peace, which bleſſes 
men. and ſheds its Influe : 
tries. And ſince God h 
us this ineſtimable gift, 
creature, but to the name of God alone be 
_ * ders not our hearts burn corey 


derbe all SPE aid 47 0 to 
performeth all things for us, and has made 
our enemies to be at peace with us? 


cable bench abe a. be! 
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. Thankfulneſs comprehends our e 


ing a laſting ſenſe of God's benefits.” It is 
not ſufficient that we be ſome what affe a 


ed at 5 


the time of receiving a benefit; it is 


ſufficient, though we very warmly feel hd ö 
ſtrongly expreſs our thankfulneſs for it; that 
thank ful ſenſe muſt be laſting. it muſt awell 
Vith our ſouls. By meeting together, as we 
do at preſent, though i it be with the ſincereſt _ 

\ ga to a God, we do by" no means 
fully 
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titude, ; when. ganuitieg by 
| for ever, venting itſelf on all proper e e 5 


x 


rue memory is full of a ſenſe of the benefis s 
2 ed, the affections are fixed on the good-. 


neſß of the benefaRor, the tongue is ever ready | 
to ſing his praiſe, and all the active powers of 5 Eo 0 
the ſoul combine to expreſs i its ſtrong feof , , © 
| his kindneſs. True gratitude is a vety diff. NY 
: rent thing from that flow of joy that fillsthe W 
Miſh m, upon receiving any great advantage 1 
to himſelf. Such a man may at ſirſt feel ſome = 
degree of eſteem and love for his benefaQtor, 0 
and perhaps, in the firſt ſtarts of his j joy, make | 
very liberal acknowledgements; but theſe are — 
ſoon over with him. His chief delight is not = 
wen . of his benefadtor, mo In the — 
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1 Ws and fondneſs; due to the give 5 
are transferred. to the gift itſelf, , w 


eeuver uppermoſt, with him, and far preferred 


to its author. Such i Is the nature. of kalle or 
ſhort· lived gratitude; it eaſily for 
hand that excited i it. But true g Ty ait 
manner forgets the gift, and is quite engroſ- 
ſed by eſteem and affection for the donorz and | 
being fixed upon his goodneſs, it becomes 
laſting like its object, is wrought into the ſoul 
and becomes as a part of it. In order, ien, 
to have our gratitude to God ſincere, let us 
meditate chiefly on his goodneſs, till it become 
the object of our moſt delightful 3 
tion and greateſt love. We are indeed careful- 
ly to conſider the greatneſs of the favour we re- 
ceive, that it may raiſe our opinion of the good- . 
_ neſs that beſtowed it; but after this is done, 
it is the goodneſs we are chiefly to reſpec and 
rejoice in; and as God's goodneſs is everlaſting, f 
when our grateful affection and love are once 
ſincerely fixed uponit, they will become ſtrong 
ſting likewiſe. So long as the object of if 
any 
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| _ ucknowledgements when with prof. 
a. perity; but let us my brethren, for our 
[ : endeavour to vindicate the human ſoul from 
5 5 ſo hard a charge, and this day rejoice in 
| | the goodneſs of the Lord with ſincere grati · 
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